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THtr SOUTHWARD EXPANSION
OF RUSSIA IN ASIA:

\s -\sr.rrrc Powrn-W-lns AND Tnolrrns wrrg

Prnsr-l-A War to rnn INnr.lN Ocnex-Ir rsp
( ' ,r  r  c-rsus-PARAMouNT ru Ponste.

Ir the policy of the present Emperor of the

Rus-.itrs seems to be inspired by other princi-

ples than those of his predecessors; if this

policy has shown itself to be essentially peace-

able and disinterested in Europe; if it has

shiftecl its sphere of activity from the tr\rest in

order to devote all its efforts to Southern and

especially to Eastern Asia,-this is, perhaps,

due to the impressions made upon the Czar

during his extended travels in the years 1890

and 1891, while he rvas still only the Czaro-

vitch Nicholas. He visited Greece, Egypt,

British India, French Indo-China, Japan, and

Chine. Then, disembarking at Yladivostock, a

poleriul Rttssian naval station on a bay of the
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RUSSIA IN ASIA

Sel of ,Irrpan, he returnecl overland to St.
Petcr.lrrrrg, crossing the whole cxtent of Siberia.
Thn ( zirr{)\' itch, of course, ciid not give his
in,l,ri.ssiriJ). li l iterary fornr; ltut one of his
ir":rv.il in1 contpanions, Prince Oulihtomshi, has
l,.ll,l i. lr,,,l his in two luxurious volunes, rrrag-
niictrrtlv il lustrated by the Russian artist,
I i r r r r i z ine .  !

Thr. opinions of Prince Oukhtomski seem to
r-,.\'(.rll rt nc\\' elcment in Russian policy. For-

lrr,:rlv thl Russians were indignant over Prince

I l isrurr rck 's  re l ror ted observat ion that , ,Russia
t' -. tr,,thinll to rlr in the \\rest. Her mission is

l : :  - \ : i : r :  t l i r , r t  s l te  represents c iv i l iz l t ion."

i ' : . : . , . . .  r  r . ; i ] , 1 , , r r : > k i  i -  l r r , l  f r r l .  f r . r , r r r  l r , , l , l i r r g  t l r e
- : : . ' -  I  - : - :  : r  : , .  , i i , l  t l t i s  r . r r l i , , t t s  f o t  o f  h i s
, -  : : . : - ' .  I -  :  l ,  : . ' , , , '  I , : i r c , , l .  , :  t , , r r i t o r t -  con -
, ;  . , -F: i  n  - ' : -  s ' ;c i :  i : : :^ ,  : l : . , -  : : r  i l .  ,  \ \ - r ,s t .  rvhat

b i , . , ' i1 '  v ; :F ht i  - j . . .  : .  :  . : ' .  i ' . l i ' . . i . '  I I t r  t f for ts

t,-, r lr '-: ' . :.r 'ry-.. i l ,r th,. -.:1 lt lr-t bt.etr but half

( ' ' \  I -e Frr inee f r :11f ,16;r : r ; i ,  l 'ovoge dc son Al tesse
ln;1 j - r ia!e l t  Cearoi . i tc i ,  tn or ient ,  Prr is ,  l5gE.
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RUSSIA IN ASIA

successfril. The White Sea, blocked with ice;

the I3aitic, as much Scandinavian and German

ls llussian, closed to her on the rvest by the

Sor.rncl ancl the Belts; the Black Sea, only yet

hrrlf Russian, and closecl on the southwest b1'

the Bosphorous and the Dardanelles; and the

lleciiterranean itself , with Ilngland holding

Gibrrrltar, Malta, Cyprus, Ilgypt, antl the Suez

Clanal,-arc these seas, so littie ltvailable, suffi-

cient for lhc ncctls of thc crltausiotr of the

mighty contincntal empire that Russia is to-da1'?

In Asia, on thc contrary, l'ho ktlol's l'hether

by the Iluphratcs antl the Persian Gulf, by

Afghanistan antl the Inclus, she is not going to

be able to open herway to the Indian Ocean?

Who linows whether, already mistress of the

Okhotsk Sea, sher n'ill not become mistress also

of the Sea of Japan and thc Yellow Sea, both

opening rvith broad outlets into the immensity

of the Pacific? Now, the importance that in

runcient times the I\{editerranean hacl for tnan-

kintl, rrrrrl ri'hich the Atlantic possessed frottr

<o



RUSSIA IN ASIA

lhe fifteenth to thc nincter'uth cettturr', seems

to-r1a1' to bt' shifting to thc Pacifie Ocean' Of

nll tlu' Irrtiotls borderirlg olr tl i is tlull ' univer'sal

ocr'trrr. tlte Rttssiln Etrll l ire is de-qtinecl to be

oue rtf the most powerful. As to territorial

concluests, how are those that Russia rvon in

little l-urope, r'here every square mile cost her

a battle, tr.r bc compared with those t'hich,

with infinitely less sacrifice ancl efforb, she has

already \'ron, or c:an yet 'rvin, in Asia? Bis-

marck spoke in disdain of thc mission of R'trssin'

in Asia. Prince Oukhtomski spcaiis of il I'ith

priclc: "The time has corne for thc Rtissillns trr

havc sonte tlefinite itlea regltrdirlq thc hclitrrge

thrt thc Jcrrgiri 's Iihrrus attd thc Trintt'rletrc's

h r r - t ' l , ' f t  t t . .  . \ . i l L l  n ' r ' h : L t - c  l " ' r ' t t  l ' l i f t  o f  i t  a t

r i l l  t i l t r r , s :  \ 1 . { , l r : r 1 , , j i r , , , , l  i t .  l i i l  r L r r , i  - l i u r e r l  i t S

i n t i ' r , ' . I - :  r , ' . l i  : r ' r " j l : r l  i r l t : r l  ; " ' i r i " : r  i r r o v o c e b l y

r l r , s t i r r . . s , . 1 r  1 , i  1 , , '  ' t 1 , ,  i 1 , , r r , l  r , i  I l t , ' l " . l ( l i l l l c n t a r y

I r { ) \ \ - r ' f : ,  :  f l l , '  L : t s t . "

Fronr  th , r  th i r tcen th  to  t l te  f i f te t 'n th  century ,

Russia lr ' i ls r i  province of t l te )Iongol Empire'

60



RUSSIA IN ASIA

1lr-nn'thing that constituted that l\[ongol Em-

1,,r,,. lr,r\r-c\'€rr is perhaps destined to become
c,rii\- rr province of Russia. The capital will
sinrplv be transferred from Karakorum or from
thi' shores of the Amur to the banks of the Neva.
.\sirrtic in their mixture of raees, Asiatic irr

thcir history, conquerecl in the thirteenth cen-

trrr\', conquering since the sixteenth, the Rus-
sians possess to a higher clegrce than eithcr the
Iirench or the Anglo-Saxons an undc.rstanding

of things Asiatic. 'Ihey have all thc right that

is possiblc to supplant " those colonies of the

Germanic and the Latin races that are taking

unwilling Asia under their tutelage." More-

over, the true successor in Asia of the old-time

czars or khans of the Finnish race is not the

Bogdy-Khan'who rules at Pekin, but " the White

Czar rvho reigns at St. Petersburg." In one
of the pagodas of Canton are to be seen, as
I'r'itrce Oukhtomski assures us, four colossal
:::.rr,:s. called "the kings of the four cardinal

1',.i:ris." lnLI Prince Oukhtomski felt confident

t ) l
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\ \ ' : : . i  t , )  "  th . '  I i ing r , f  thr  \or th"  that

: ,1"  r ' : :  i . -n"  I  th"  ! : r , ' i { l * i I  } t r - , t t r l ige.

t. l r:.1 it '  i l : t-r.^ , it- ' ' : tn,s r,f thr' luturc, let
' , r : - : : i .  j i ,  1 , ,  l i l . .  I ' r r - i -n t  t in le.  haS been
-. :.m':::-I, l :.h,r I t, r hring l ibout their

: . :.. Th., r.f , ,rr. , ,f I lrr. Russians

.- ':: i ::"-ir hl.ton' es itr] ' \siatic power

:-:- 'r:r-i r l ' irh r ' 'ne (-)r the otlter of two

: . , . . i , : : - r . : t ! . i :  l r r . r  sot r t lu i -arc l  expansi0n

I ' '  r - i : i  r , l r ,  I  I l r i t i : l i  lnr l ia,  ancl  her

..r: ri:1.1,'n in the regions bordering
( ' , - r ' :0 .  r r l l  I  , I i I l : l l t .

: . . - :  - , c  l l r , ,  r n i . n  n f  I t . l r t t  t he ' f c r -

I).:..- i l in> guitu't l rr fr-rotholtl on the

( ' : r - :  - . : t :  >  : r  l ' ] '  the conclur .s t  of  th t '  czarate

'  :  -L- : : . , . : i r : .1  : : : l ' l  . ' i  t i r , '  loy ' t , r  \ -1r lgr i .  Ton-arc ls

: i - . .  " .  * -  ,  i  i . : s  l i : , . .  I ' , . t .  r  t h i .  C i r r l t  $ ' t ge ( l  wa r

i:: I ' ' .- i: i . c:i irturr. I D'rl l 'n, I {tn th{' Caspian,

t, i ' ,  I r*,.sit i., l- l th': J,r,-,r-incr.s of Daghestan,

>i r i r r ' : r r .  ( ih i i rn .  rn,  I  \hz lntL i ren.  tnd the

citi is r,f R:r-.ht :rnrl -Ltnbrtl. The unhealthy

chlrecter r 'f thesc regions urrtle them " the

62



RUSSIA IN ASIA

r'r,nreterv of Russian armies," and the suc-

ressor,q of the great, Czar hacl to abandon them.

--\ wer undertaken by Catherine II., also in

the last years of her reign, ended in the same

resuit, and her son, Paul I., reealled the troops.

In the region of the Caueasus, the Russians

had gained a foothold, betrveen the years

1771-1784, by the acquisition of the Kuban

as far as the Terek, and, strangely enough,

it was not on the northern slope of the moun-

tains, but upon the southern that they were

to begin the conquest of this Caucasus. In

1783, the King, or Czar, of Georgia, Heraclius,

declarecl himself to be the vassal of Catherine

II. in order that he might have her assistance

against the Persians and the Ottomans. In

1799, his son, George XII.,' formally ceded

his state to Paul I., although his son, David,

continued to govern until 1803, when the

/ I Dubrovine, Georges XII., derni,er tsar de G6,orgie,
ct i :"tnetalion i /a Rzssle (in Rrrssian), St. Petersburg,
l  i9;.

6ri
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I l : '  t l t i '  Trer t tv  of  Gul is tan,

i : ,  i r l . l .  I ' , . r . i r r  t ' r ' rk , t l  tc , r  I iuss ia Daghestan,

s i - i : r ' : : : . .  : r : : ,  1  :h i r :h l i ,  t t r t l  reuounccd a l l  c la ims
' . ; : .  : r  t  i  . . ' rg i : r  r l r i r I  o thcr  terr i tor ies of  the

(':::- lr ' :: ir. i . -\t lotht'r rr ' l tr i troke out in 1826,
',r ' : ' . :.\ r i ' :rs t,.r ir i inltetl l t l '  thr: Trcaty of Turk-

: : - . . : . - l : r , i .  F,  1,111111' . '  22,  1,S28,  by l 'h ich Pers ia

s'.:::..:: i '  :, ' ,  i  h"r t$'o -\rmcniau proyinees, l

\ : , . . i " i : ' ' i . " ' ' r , : :  l i l l ( i  I : r iv tn.  Thc s i tn le vear ,

l : ,  r  i :  I - r '  r : r : . . -  , , i  . \ ,  l r i l i r r l I l t ' ,  Tr i r ' l i i ' r '  ge\ .e

r r , - i :  i ] ' l - - i : ,  l l t , ,  i , , 1 ' 1 1 ' , , 5 1 1 ' r  l l t r r l  r l i S t r i C t S

' :  - \ : . - ' : : . .  I '  : i .  : , : .  i  - \ . . i r : r l z i \ l i .  r L r r , l  l r l l  r i gh t s
' i : : : .  : . ' . '  : . : .  - : .  i  i  ' . '  t i r "  i l i l : r b i t r r n t s )  o \ re r

k : . - : l : l : , .  l l : : . : : ' . : : , .  : 1 : r  I  ^ \ l ' kh l s i r r .  Then

beg r t r .  i : r  i i : " : : " $ -1 ' ' r r ; r ' r : ! 11p5 .  t he  t ask  o f

pacifS'i::: Ih,' r ' i l  I Irr '  urttrrir)r)ers of these

( t ;  Lord Curzon,  Per;- i -a cnd tht  Ptrs ian Quest i ,on,
L o n d o n , 1 S 9 2 .
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RUSSIA IN ASIA

regions, and also the Tcherkesses, or Cir-

crrssians, of the northern slope. The Circas-

sirns and the Abkhasi.i, roused to fanaticism

b1' tlie soldier priest, the Imam Shamyl, held

out lgainst the Russians for nearly thirty

vears. In 1844, Russia had in the Caucasus

tn'o liunclreil thousand soldiers, eommanded

bv lier best generals. The capture of V6d6ni,

in 1858, and the surrender of Shamyl, a year

later, assured the pacification of the Caucasus.

The increase of territory that Russia made at

the expense of Turkey, in 1878, by the Treaties

of San Stefano and Berlin, included the dis-

tricts of Kars, Arclahan, and Olty, and the port

of Batum, and fixed the boundary line between

Turkey and Russia as it has since remained.

Since the Treaty of 1828, Persia under the

Shahs, Fet-Aly-I(han, Mohammed, Nasr-ed-

Din, and Muzafer-ed-Din, has fallen almost

entirely under Russian influenee. In 1837-38,

ih,' Shah trfohammed, with an army com-

:r.:1n(.led by Russian officers, besieged Herat,

Di)



t le fen,  1, . ,

l - ng l i . l -

t ' , i - l l . : .

i r I .  i  , : : r

r . . 1 . ' r  :

l ,  . i , . , '

( : . :  : ' . : : '

I ' r '  - \ : : l : : , :  .  ' . : : r , i " r  th( - '  leaclership of

'  : : .  '  : .  I : .  1 t . ' r r l .  l i r ' .  Shah Nars-

, ' .  i1 . . .  i ' . i l { , . : i l ,  : ,  , ' f  I lL l .s i l ,  besieged

. : : . . ' l  I ler r r t .  l , ' . i t  t l . . '  Lngl ish com-

::: tr, :r l.)rin,-lon hl. 1 rizr, by nlaking
' , 'r thi ' Persirin (-iulf . r i 'here they

iir,. port of Bushirt :rntl the island

, ' i  I i : r : : : , ,  s .  r i ' i r ich thev hr i r ' , '  \e1t t .  In  1841,

I"-:.::. , ' ., i ,: ' ' i  to Rus-ie th,-' ( 'rtsPien port of

- \ . ] : : : : ,  i : : .  I lcsr Astrabut l :  i I r  1Si1, Askabad

11-3s gi ' , ' . ; i  1r-r  tho same po\1-er.  anr l ,  in 1885,

S.::..:i:s.-:ti l thrce places verv iniportant

s:::::t,1ic pr,ilts on the ea'stern frontier. Persia

h:s r is,r  : rsrce( l  to the bui lc l ing of Russian

r:.-il:, ':: i. th:rt arc to pass through liel territory

::l i i,.::rril:rtc on the Persian Gulf. Thc present

vi::.:. sit'. lLls negotiated a loan of tn'ent.v-trvo

rr:ll: ',:i ;lr', hunclred thousand rubles through

th,. i,{,,.ncr- r-rf the "bank of Pet-*irl," estab-

lisi:'-,,i Lin.k r Russian auspices. This loan is

prrl-rble in seventy-five years, and the interest

is sceured bv ell the customs reyenues of the

66



RUSSIA IN ASIA

kingtlom, save those of the Persian Gulf. The

Sinh has bound himself not to seek further

loans of any other European power, and has

thereby placed himself financially in the hands

of Russia. It is thus that Russia, by her

diplomacy, by her banks, ancl by her railroads,

making Persia her political and comrnercial

vassal, has succeeded in furthering her scheme

of erpansion torvards the Persian Gulf and

the shores of the Indian Ocean.

o /



THE }IE.L\S A\D ]IETHODS OF
RLS-CIA\ EIPA\SION.

FR:t :s r ,1r  I ) r r rov-rcr-- {BsoLrrr-qv oF Russur.r
G,- , r r  p. \  r  E \ r -  - {s Es l lcar ts r  c  DespoTrsM_Rus-
s:  r  x  ( ' '  L^srs :s -  I i . r  cr  Ct t_ra.r  c. rc nrsrrcs_Rnr, tcrow
- Po p: Lr :: s - F p-_r s co- Ii r- ss r.r s -{ rr,r-rucn_Fnolt
TBE  I J - l L r : .  T i )  T8E  P rc I r I c .

\\-r- har-c frill,,,weLi Ru:..ia in ell the directions
that  her  r , , l lc r .  c , f  erpansion i rus carr ied her .
It non'rr.nlrirr.r for us to stu(i]. thc rneans
that  sh, .  has eoip lor .et l .  especia l l l -  in  l ,hat  con-
cerrs hrr  r : \ l )3n: ion in  the Es-st .

Th, .  r . r+rr is l  ehar lc t r r is t i r .  th l t , l is t inguishes
her (-)ri.n1:il fnrni hcr \\-cstern pnlic1.. is tho-t,
*'hii'-. n',::rir' :tll tii,' J,11 ,gre.i{ she lirrs mede in
Eurc,l,t' h:'. l.rr.n r.ithtr thr. clu:c or the result
of blc,c', 1)' wsrs l ike those of the Czars of Mos-
cow against Pohnd. of Peter the Great against
Charles \II.. of Cetherine II. ancl Alexander II.
against the Ortomans, of Paul I. against the

116



RUSSIAN EXPANSION

French Republic, of Alexander I. against Napo-

leon, rntl of Nicholss I. apxairrst the Allies in

thc Crinrea, her Oriental expansions have never

brougirt her into war with a power of the first

rnagnitude, not even with China. However

bellicose Russia may have shown herself in

l'-r.rropr.. in Asia she has exhibited a prudence

ri'holl1' L)rir:ntal. A score of times it has seemed

thet she \\'ls on the brink of a mighty war with

Great Brituin oyer the frontiers of India;

with China over Albasin. I(ultlja, or llan-

churia; and with Jrrpan ovet' I-irro-tung ancl

Corea. Some sort of an agreement has always

come in time to ward off an open rupture, as

in 1872, 1885, 1887, and 1895, with Great

Britain; and as at Nertchinsk, at A^;un, ai

Tientsin, and at Pekin with China. In 1871,

war rvith the latter seemed imminent with

respect to the Kuldja question, but, rather

than proceed to extreme measures, Russia

preferrecl to abandon a part of her conquest.

In these agreements, Russia it is fountl. h:s

l t t
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generalh' t lrt lrrtrt,r '  l j trr of t ire bargain. She
unr-let'strn,i. l t,,r., '  r,, uti l ize rhe amour propre
of hr,r r ' ir ' .,:-::r i,... Thus. she helpecl the Chi_
l l . ' - , '  i , '  : - : ' , ' . .  : r ' . i r  f rCr , .  fOr  eXample,  by
in i-i i :.:: : i- '  ::. t,, |6.;1.-- f, ' ,1 tq.r.ntr'-f ive or ninety-
I.:t: . \ ' '  .:t: ' .r, h:i tht..r '  wc,ul,l ,.r l:stinately haVe
:  :  : , . , .  i  : . ' ,  , , . , i ,  , i . f r i i , : l_r . .  Thenks to th is
r - \ i ; - ,  l ; r . . " .  i :  : , r , i . : - l ! - r . i  l , r  t i r t ,Chinese that  the
, l ign i t - r '  : , : ,  i  : : " ,gr i t ) '  t , i  t l i , . i r  empire would
rr.nrrin i:. ' . ' :  . l ::,.. [-neLrr: I ulso has gro,firn
lleCil^.t"tt-t-. i  tr, : i , i lOn-ing i_rtr,<,lf , '  tO Sl\.e hef
i r i ( ' r , . ' r r i .  I  r , ,  t r -  pu t  [ r ,  s ] r t [ ,  l r v  t hc  n re ,qmer i c

Il,: i .:st 's. ' .;1'.1g;-1i,,. rn,.l At the, seutc titne, cltesS_
ing ,  :  I i  : . . - i : , r ,  , i i I , lo i r^ l rcr . .  , ! l ie  l l lc ,n-s hersel f
t , r  . - - .  i : ,  : l : , .  ' t . rJr l ln l i t i r . r r . rs"  

I , r r , ,ucht  to  Lon-
, i ,  n .  i i . ' -  J , r , " , :  : l : : : t  5 , , 1 i , , .  l i , - , | , 1  ( ' , , . s3a5  , " . 0 .
: '  ,r-,, : i :, ,r-, , l :: i t 1,..s, , l :,, i :.r-i:t istr.r.t l  to her
\ igh l rn r ' l i i . : , : . .  i .  i ] : . .  r * . : l l l :  c , f  l1  Arror ' , ,  a

' 'ur isun ' i - rs t : r : ,1 : r :g . "  
- , \  r . , , r111,311_1.  of  s ix  hun_

rlred solJir.rs ;. l i11;.r,;1 :rlrr-rvs lt ,.scientif ic

expedition." The English rninister. in order
not to stir up strife, nllol,: hintself to yield,
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and hlnds over to his successor the task of
tlisentaugling the knot. This successor is care-
fLrl uot to rrreddle with what he himseif rvas not
nrixccl r.rp in, ancl what the jingoes and Londou
cochnevr have already forgotten; and so what
th,' ltussians have skillfully acquired remains

llcrnrirn(,lrtl)' in their possession. If the occa-
-siorr tleuuinrls it, they .will declare thai they did
trot irrteuri to col)(lucr Bokhara; but have they
provetl thut ther, huvt' not rnade a vassal state
of it, sonrething that u'il l be nu-rrc useful to
them than an anneretl pror-iuce? Thel' never
intendecl to advance to IIen': but if the people
of Merv of their own accorci came to them,
would it be a wise policy to reject a " voluntary"
submission? And thus, slowly, silently, with-
ont excessive cracking of her wL.p, Russian
supremacy, in her well-oiled car of progress,
iurs been moving on through all Central Asia.

liussia is the only European polver which has
an absolute government. Its autocratic fea-
lurc, >(-) ficrcc]y assailed upon the accession of

i 1 9
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Nicholas L lr]' the " Constitutionals," or

"Repr-rblic:rn.." ,,f 1E25, end under Alexander

IL br- th'. \i iri l i. l <'onspiracies, seems to have

tlken ,'l ir rr..$' l i it, in the estimation of the

Rus.i:,n I' I i.. becluse, accorcling to the expres-

sic,n r'f l)rince Oukhtonrski, it is the necessary
(,.ri,.l it iLrn ,rf thc sr(,utness c,f their nation and
,, f  htr  "sul lenl i l tu lrr l "  en,. l  provi t lent ial  mis-

si,.rn in ^\.irr. If the foun,htion of the govern-

ment remeins autocrrtic. this uutocracy, is at

ieast morr: sincerell 'an " cniightcnetl clespotism"

than rvas the absolutisnr of the ('ightcenth cen-

tur\ ' ,  r  t lnspsl i . , t  thorrslr t ful  , ' f  t l r l  oconomic

interests and the wcll-being of the people,

blencling its ambitions l' it ir the legitimate

aspirrtions of the nation. It l ies borrowed

fronr the West municipal or govinciel self-

government, but not the plrt,ruuentary, not

even the representative rcgimen. In Russia

there is no minister respon-"ible to legislative

bodies, rvhere changeable majorities successively

displace one another; but ministers having the
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confidence of the sovereign continue in office

for e long time, in such manner that from 1815

to 1.\Si llussia hacl ruly tivo ministers of foreign

afflirs. -\csselrotle anr-l Gortchakof, and since

thr letter clate there have been only three, De

Giers. Lobanof, ancl Muravief. How many

lirrvr. beerr those that have followed one another

durins 11r, , . , ,  I , rst  c ighty-f ive years in France,

Englenrl, inril even the trnited States! This

permrneucv irr  , , i i ic ' r  l l lo l 's cont inui ty of the

same poiiticrl r-ieri's antl constrtucl- in realizing

them. No parlianient, therefor(', no question-

ings, no blue or yellorv books. A restricted

liberty of the press closes rvith respect the

indiscreet lips of reporters and interviewers.

Hence seerecy in both planning and executing

is possible. There is no neecl of throwing dust

in the eyes of .'arliaments, of the newspapers,

and of the people; nor is there any need of brag,

optimistic proclamations, and of oratorical

heroics. Great eonquests can be accomplished

si lent ly.
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This frlr l l i  , ' f  g, ,1-1'1111111'111. though it may

appc&f l is  :Lr i  l t r r l ,  r ' .  l l r , .  , i r .sr , ( , t is rn of  Nebuchad-

nt ,7.7. t r  , ' :  ,  t  r i t , .  ( i r : , r .  I  T i l< . ,11,95 nOt eXCiUde

th i ,  r l . . .  ,  i  l h , .  r ] , { , i t  l : - , ' , i ' r ' r r  r r pp l i ances  and

sci { 'n t i i r r l  n l { - . I l t ( r r ls  r ' r ' t . r  n . i , i rh  t r t t '  peoples pr ide

t i re-nrsc, l r ' t ,s :  r t i l rour l . .  t ' i , . { r r r1r} rs .  te lephones,

i t ' , t . r r ' r ' , . , 1  r . r n r ) r ) T r ' r r r r l  r l J ' . -  l ' : i t t l o s h i n s  a t t d" " t "  '

crui,scr-{ of the latest 1rlit,.rl. rr th(lrough knowl-

edge of historr ' ,  o i  r . ' .hn, 'crrr l ' ,1] \ ' .  end of al l
forms of httmau r.pt,('cli. irrrlrr ih,'.e of Finland

to those of I {emtchrtkr.  I i  ,1, , , ,s not erclucle

the system of militarl' orserriz:,ii,,l i irr vigorous

opemtion by the pori-erful rur,i t,nlishtenecl

nations of France and Gcrnrrrr\'. r)or vet the
art of securirlg from the itec,1.,le tht nrlsimum

of military power.

Russia has a regular arnlv likl l:rence rnd

Gerrnany, national militia iikt, Ss'irz,,rlrrnrl, and
irregular troops like those of thc :hrrh of Persia

ancl the Emperor of China. fhese irrcgulars

date back to the beginning of Russian expan-

sion. The Czars of Moscori- had their Cossacks
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of the Dnieper, of the Don, of the Volga, and of

the t rrrl. In proportion a,s conquest succeeded

conqr.rest, the soldier class of the subdued

pcople,. were arnalgamatecl rvith the Russians

in the "Cossack armies" of the Terek, of the

Iiubriu. of the Caucasus, and of Turkestan.

Tht,rr. rrrr. to-dav Cossacks of the Trans-Baikal,

of th,' I),rrrrirs. rrnd of the Amur. tr'or hundreds

anrl thou.rn'ls of kilometre-s, they constitute

thc grt  n,  I  gui i  r ,  I  n i  t  ho rcgtt la l  arnl \ ' )  the

mobile curtain of light cal.Alrv thut rvill screen

its movcmcnts, "free lanct's,' ' for rvhosr: too

audacious encroachment anci too bold raicls, it

will be possible to disavorv all responsibility.

Behind these, like another advance guard,

come the merchants, adventurers also, merchant

adrenturers, as the English of the fifteenth cen-

tury said. Behind these, again, sally forth the

colonists in search of cheap land, and who,

following the course of the rivers and streams,

at tiures venturing into the jungles, found vil-

lages over n'hich rvill soon rise the humble bell-
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tower of rr chrlrch. All these people, Cossacks,
offieers. lirlrl :rrlrlic,r's of thc legnlar army, mer-
chants. r,rlrrnirtr, rrnrl elen tho tclinounflcs, or
officills. i)r' i5.r6';5 tr1 lt rleqree tiot ntet rvith in
.1Il! r,tl)r'r Lttrolleau nation, thc gift of adapta-
ti,,l tl) ir new clinrate and environrnent, and the

ci i t  . ' i  r :s- i rrr i l r t ing nat i \ re races or of becoming
a-sinrihtr:rl u'ith thenr. The peasant of Euro-
pean Russirr, \ 'ery utuch mixed, especially in
the llast, n-ith Finnish or Turkish blood and
chareeteristics, cloes not cliffer essentially fron-r
the Ostink rrnrl the Yogril of lire-qtern Siberia.
These. in tum. show no nrarkecl rliffc.rence from
t hp Turkish population of Erstern ,(iberia,
: ; l (  l t  r l -  t l r , ,  \ ' r r l iuts.  l : ' rc int  thesl  to thc l longo-
l i r r l r  r : r t t  - .  r , i r 'h  rL:  t l t r ,  Tt t t rgt r . t ,s .  t l tc  Bur iats ,

l r I )  i : l : ,  - \ , 1 : : t - r ' l i , . t < .  r L i l , l i r l n t  t l t r ' s l  t c r  t he  Ch inese

1x ,1 r i i l r r i i , . : , .  l l : ' : "  : .  s r ' l l r c , ' ] r -  l l nJ -  no t i ceab le

irltrsit i,,n. Tltr.rr '. s': is lt t ini{-. ri-hcn from the

Dnieper tr-r rh,. Plcif,c. l l l  obeved the same

master, the Grancl I ihan. ' '  the -lon of Heaven,"

wlrose heir to-da1- is thp " \\'hite Czr.r." From

t . )  |
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RUSSIAN trXPANSION

the Dnieper to the Pacific extends the same

plain, are founcl the same climate and the same

soil, blrren steppes alternating with fertile

mould: the same manner of life, of dwelling,

anil of rlressl the same enclurance of extreme

cold. escessive heat, privations, fatigue, long

journevs. rrnrl a half-nomadic existenee; and

the sanre tenclency to Oriental fatalism, which

the orthorlor tc'rm Christian resignation. And

thus, as Elisric Reclus remarks, the Yakuts

easily become Russians and the Russians as

easily become Yakuts. and both Russians ancl

natives possess the same reacliness in acquiring

the language of the forcigner.

Does not the difference in religion constitute

a barrier between them? The Russian peasant

with his rr.rdimentary faith, to which, neverthe-

less, he holds with all his heart, and even the

plpe, or parish priest, with his vaguely uncer-

tain theology and his ignorance, are free from

all intolerance. Any form qf the Christian

religiorr. whatever value it may have, although

12it
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i t  clashcs ri ' irh rlrc sti l l  l t,ss irighly developed
beliefs ,, i rLi, l l ,,hlnunctLin peoples, makes its
\\ ' l t\ '  lr1l^'- ' :tg tri l tr 's thltt i tre l lagan, Shamanist,
I ' r t i , '1 . . . : .  , ' :  r ' r rgucl l '  Burk lh is t .  Between the
Rr:.. i:,: . i1l,-l thc l)l igtns tl iere is established a
,  r : . . : - ' . : i  , , i  i : r i th  or  sr . t l terst i t ion.  There is  no
, i l . : : i . , : r , ' i  c . ,x ip l icatec l  r logmas c lev ised by the
s:1,:l ' .  l-r:, i irs oi -{lcxanclria or of Byzantium.

f]^r. ' .111'r; i,rrp, I >ibt'r iaus clo not fall into con-
ti.)\ 'pt 's:F< ,-,r 'r1 1l1p nrvstery of thc Trinity, the
tn-oiol, l niirure of the Recleerner, or transub-
st i tn t i&t i . ,n .  Tht  iLL ' l l  o f  God is  too lo f t l ,  for
1 l ' , .< . -  1.11 ' ; r , '  n in, ls .  b ' . r t  thev r r l l  agrc,e in  phci i rg
,  :  ' ! . .  s l : : t l . i i  , , i  t l i , . i r  I ) rnther in > l r in t  \ icho-
l l , : .  i  i . . .  T: .1: ' . : : : . r t l  i i i l l i . i .  l rn ,  I  l i l t r ' r ' , .  l r i t r r .  l te t teath

l . : : : . .  :  ;  : : , 1  n ' i : 1 .  l . : : : r .  ( ' i t r i s t  l n , l  t he  Y i rg in .
B r : : . , : : l l -  : 1 . ' s , .  , , , : : . , .  : : r i r r i - .  ( ' l r r i . l i r t n  o r  r i ' i t h  a

f i:r 's: ' ::: ::. ' . '  i i . :: i  l :r lr l lx. 1.11o.1n. I lLrcldli istic,

an,  I  r i i  : : : : . .  :  J I ,  . . - : r l : . r : t i . ,  i r t r r .  - \n , l  e l l  th is  mul t i -
fornr r, 'or.it i :, is in full l ,ernion.,- ri ' i t l i  the primi-
tive cult oi springs ud o,f ( 'erti i l) \,enerable
trees. ri ' i th the bclief in ,lenrons of the forests
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ancl river sprites, and with the custom of wear-

ing certain amulets that thc orthodox priest,

the Sharnanist sorcerer, or the Hadji returned

from llccca, may furnish. \Vhat more is neces-

sarv in order to be, in this life, sueeessful on

the farm, or in fishing, or in hunting, or in war,

and, in the next, to be certain of salvation?

The Tlurguse, the Buriat, the Vogul, and the

Ostiak, who firmly believe in Saint Nicholas,

have alreacl-v beeome, or are in the process of

becoming, Rrissian. ,\re not the Tchuvashi,

the Mordva, and the ]leshtcheraks all children

of the same father, that is, subjects of the

same Czar? Though they rnay be lfohamme-

dans, do they not still believe in the virtue of

certain magical worcls uttered by the orthodox

priest, the efficacy of the holy rvaters in driving

away Cheitan (Satan) and evil Djinns, in the

protection that Saint Blaise, the old-time god,

\-aloss, of the Russians, extends over their

flocks, ancl in the cures wrought in the name

of Saint Cosme or in that of Saint Damian,

it
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],1,\ ' : i i ' i i tn:. wiro cure their
,  ' l i  r " , . , :u i r i i rg  femunerat ion?

'  - . ' ,  r i :g , . i .  ' , . l l rnr r l is t r r  and theology,

. '  ' : : ,kr ' , , r ' r i  i : r  thc Asiat ic  Empire

: .  ,  : . "  ( . : !1 ,  l : " ' "  t l r t ' r t '  in  a happy COn-

: : . r : .c- l ' , , l i l ic.  , loes not create any
-  : : : : - , ' : i {  r i r i , l } .  l rn( l  re l ig iOn SCarCely
. :  l -  l . r ,  i i ln( '  t . )  ref lect  and subt i l ize

: : . , , :  .  ' , i -  l , ,ss l r rou 'n or  ye l low color  of
' i ... rr)rrrn or less turned-up shape of
' i , ' .  l : rnr ' '  or  less s lant  of  the eyes,  or
, ,5  1, . . .  I ) ron) i l ience of  the cheeks.  fn
, , .  ' l : , ,  sr ,c i r t l  sct r lo  is  ther t '  known the
' ' ,  :  : i r ' .  s k i r r . "  s r  I  l l r ( ) l l o l l n ( ' c r l  t r nong

rn '  I  - \n i r , r icrns,  l rn , l  not iceable,

lr 'ss r,rtcnt. tutoltg the French,

I ' ,  : - : ' . l r ' ; .  . , . .  rn 1 ) junisir  coionists.  Russian
cr, lc 'nlzrr . i , , ' .  is unl  , lnstr ' . rct i le of aboriginal

feCc, : :  i :  ,  i ,  , ,  -  n '  ' i  . \ i , . r ' t l i l t l t tc  then) ,  i t  abSOfbS

thenr. l[rrri: igcs. lngril rrr otherrvise, are fre-

querrt itetn-er.n the <.onr luerers and the con-

quered. -{.lreari1', in the clal's of Ivan thel
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Terrible, Tartar Khans became Russian princes.

To her subjects of brown or of saffron com-
plesion. of Buddhist or of Mohammedan reli-
gion. Russie has always shown more liberality
then I"runce has to her Algerian subjects. In
Algcrie it has become difficult for an Arab or
ru llerltcr to rise above the grade of captain, but
maiors, colonels, and even generals of Turkish
or Circrissirur race. ancl even of the Mohamme-
dan religion, irre nunrerous in the Asiatic arrnies
of the "\\:hite Czer."

Thc Russians of Europe are fully able of
themselves to people their Asiatic colonies
without having to assimilate the natives, and
without the assistance of foreign immigration.

Russia is fortunate in that her colonies are only
a prolongation of her own territories. To
becorrre a colonist, there is no ocean to cross,
rrrr -steamboat f.are to pay. The poorest peas-
runt. a strff in his hand, an axe at his belt, his
lrcrots slung from a cord over his shoulder, can

1.ru,.s ironi one halting-place to another, until

l ] 9



he reuclL,

t l t e  1 , ,  , r  ' 1

,s l i , ' ,  , . : -  i .  ,  :  t i r , '  c 'utpire.  Moreover,

l : , ' i  : :  :  i i ' - : . r . :1.  l , r -  i ts own bir th rate,

. : ,  - l  : : . .  ,  i  r : . . : : l i r ' i , ' t r t  tnedical  care at

: ' : . .  ' , i - : : ,  : r  i : , t , i  i i r r -  r . t t tknown to any

: . . , ' . .  : .  :  ] . i i r t  r t ' r in  l r loocl ,  except ing,

I  r l . : ,1 . .  '  : . .  (  : , : t l  i i : i : r  l r rr- 'nch. In 1878-79,

l i - . .  . ' . :  : . . - ls . i  thr [ 'zrrr  numbered ninety-six

::-:i.: ' :r.. in 1\99 tltev reachecl onc hundred and

ti\'{.nt\'-nine rrril l ions, an increase in twenty years

of thirtl--tirrcc nrill ions, r nulnber almost equal

to thc population of the kingdom of Italy, or

rrn lnnr.rrrl incrcrse of abont one million six

irLrnilrcil tho',isrrur I souis, a nttmber that about

r.r i r l : l is t i t ' ,  l . r  : r . ' t t  l - )opi l l i l t ion of \orth Carol ina
, ' :  - \ l : : i - : r : t . : :  \ \ -1i l t  s ' . l r ' l t  r r  f  rr l tsurY of men tO

i : : : ' . i '  : : , : : . .  : . " : ' l : ' I  r l : i l i t : r : r '  I ro \ \ -e r  nor  co lon ia l

-- l : .  : - r i i r  ' ' i  . . .  i '  l : , ,  1: . : : : .  I l  Siber i l ,  before

1Sf t5 .  : i . '  i : : ' ' : , : , .  ,  :  l ' , , i " .11 : l l i n l l  by  immigra-

tic'tt ::]::.,. ' '. '.:r: , ;;! '. ' 111,,,'.tt nitretv-two thouSand

per veur. >inci, iir,. su1'pre:sion of penal trans-

portation. r's1-,et'iri l_v siltcc thr' construction of

the Trans-Siberirn railrorri, immigration has

l: : lc
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bror.rght in two hundred thousancl annually.

The population of Siberia must by this time

have reached the figure of seven millions. Of

this ru.rnrber at least six millions are Rus-

sians. This, however, is one person for each

squrr(' kilometre of territory, so that neither is

there lnv lack of land.

For rL k,rrg time the Russian sovereign needed

tn'o thhgs to t'nuble liim to plunge boldly into

tiie clepths of Asirr. First, he lackocl tlte tssttr-

ance that Englantl or thc Gcrtttrtti powors u'oultl

not be able to foment on hi,s Iiuropeati frontiers

one of those coalitions likc those that resultecl

in the Crimean \\iar or in thc revision of the

Treaty of San Stefano; secondly, he lacked

" the sinews of $'ar," or, as the English phrase-

ology is, " the Cavalry of Saint George." The

alliance with France, outlined at Kronstadt in

1891, proclaimed at Paris in 1896, and at St.

Pltersburg in 1897, has given the Czar two

tliings that were wanting. ft assures the safety

,..,f tlre I')uropean frontiers against any effort of

1 : J 1
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the Triplc .\ll i lncr,. In thc Far East, in 1895,

we har',, . ',r,r] hon', at the same time, France

anrl (ir.:'::.:i:r\- took in hancl the interests of

Rr.ls.-i:, :,giinst hpancse ambition and British

ii,.,sril i:i '. Thc Germanl' of Bismarck attempted

t,, ruin Ilus.sirr'-" crcdit in the Berlin exchange

en,.l in tlie European market. France threw

c,; t.rr her nrlrket and her credit to Russia, and
ritlrtr in frlnce, or Lhanks to her, the Czar,
n'ithin rr ferv velrs, has becn able to borrow

-re\-errl milliarcls. Tiris hes enabled him to
strengthe,rr his trmy, put a powerful navy

aflolt. con.sellt to large loans to Cliina and

P,'rsili, c.rltrli l0tt' iris Europealr reilroacl system,

li.,l 1,s-.]1 ilr\\ 't irr I tht' ri-ork ulton the Trans-

L'riic:r.-.;.. i lr, ' Trrrns-:ilttri:ur, the Trans-Man-

t l :Lir i r :1.  r : : . ' l  I i l r .  Trutrs-t ' l t inese rei l roads.

Ti., :, s'rll.- r,f tht. .l lrings raicls through
Turklst :r i r .  i r i  t l r r ,  , l i rect ion of the Persian Gulf
enrl c,i Aighurristeu. ilrlrl t()\\itrds the Amur and
tlie Japln >ea, ilre rlo\y consolidated by a
wholly rrrorlern outfit of war and travel. In

1 3 2



RUSSIAN EXPANSION

Turkestan, the ancient capitals of Tamerlane',

thc fortresses conquered by the heroism of the

Ptiror'-"kis, the Tchernaiefs and of the Skobe-

lefs. all of which called for so much skill and

careful rnanipulation on the part of Russian

rliploniacy, are to-day railroad stations. There

are dining-room stations at l{erv, Bokhara,

Sanrarkautl, Kokhand, Andijan, Tashkend, etc.,

ancl the Ru-*-"iutr station of Kushk is only or:e

hundrecl artl tivetttl' kilonrdtres frorn llerat.

The Trans-Siberieu rrrilrorrd, rvith its Ilurlerous

stations, its branch lines to I{liabarovsk, Port

Arthur, and Pekin, ancl the rtunesecl systems

that penetrate the Chinese Hmpire, has consoli-

dated all that was accomplished by the venture-

some explorers of formel times, from lrmak or

Khabarof to Lieutenant Nevelskoi of our day.

The principal line, six thousand two hundred

kilom€tres long, with its bridges of eight hun-

drecl mdtres over the Obi and the Irtysh, of one

thousanrl tndtres over the Yenisei and the

Selenga, rvith its ferryboat, one hundretl tndtres

- t  ' ) , )
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long, thlt flrl ir '< the trains tieross the southern
ba1- of I-rr, Il i ikrl, pernlits the transportation
of r , , , l , , r r : - i . .  1rr( ,rchents, reginents, and br ings
to l r , . : r i  r ;1rorr lhe furt l tcr  s ir le of Asia al l  the

],r , \ , , ' .  r . , i  tht , f 'zer who reign-r at  St.  petersburg.

111 l i r t r .  thc rnerchants of Nizhni Novgorod, in
:rl :r, l,irr-,.15 1o the Emperor Alexander III., pre-
,iicr,.,l in thesc terms the brill iant futurc of the
Trens-:iberiln: " It will unite to Europe,
through the Russian Empire, four hundrecl
millions of Chinese, and forty-two millions of
,lapanese. One u'ill be able to go from !)urope
to Shang-hai b1' \-ladivo-*toch in trventy davs
instcrril of tiro tltirtr'-fir-r' rvhich the Canadian
ir rutc .n(:,,, rOs. or the fortr--fir-e, 0f the SUez
r.,uic. Tii,. ,l istrncr. betn-opn I._urope and the
Itr,: l '-:i.t l iri.. lx't 'n .stil i furthr,r shortenecl by
tlir. rrr,.nsi,_,n oi 1|1. Iiu.r:iun railroad to port

-{rthur. In lht conrnlrrce of thc world, the
Trans->ilx'rirn q'il l work a-. important a revo-
lution as tlitl the rli-scor-erv of the Cape of Good
Hope in the fifteenth century, or the construc-
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tion of the Suez Canal in the nineteenth. The

policv of Russia is to securc the full attain-

lur{.,u1 oi u.hat she has been striving after

for teuturies in her onwarcl mareh through

tlrr' >ilrcrian rvilds, that is, access to seas free

fr',,rrL icr,. rvirere her fleets of war and commerce

nlrr-\' li:r\'(, unhindered course. Russia is striving

f.r ' th is tretr ion of the sea four hundred

1-t,rrrs lutt'r tlL:rrr Spriu. Portugal, France, Eng-

land, rnrl Hoilrrntl. She has lost nothing irr

having u-rriterl so long. Tlius far, she has

passed through the Baltic. entl thc llediter-

ranean periods, n'ith a power for expansion

unknown to her predecessors. She is about to

inaugurate a new era in her history; the

oceanic, the world-rvide era, is merely beginning

{or the Slav.
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