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THE SOUTHWARD EXPANSION
OF RUSSIA IN ASIA:

Av Asratic PowEr—Wars AND TREATIES WITH
PERsia—A Way To THE INpIaN OcEaN—IN THE
(Cavcasus—PARAMOUNT IN PERSIA.

Ir the policy of the present Emperor of the
Russias seems to be inspired by other princi-
ples than those of his predecessors; if this
policy has shown itself to be essentially peace-
able and disinterested in Hurope; if it has
shifted its sphere of activity from the West in
order to devote all its efforts to Southern and
especially to Eastern Asia,—this is, perhaps,
due to the impressions made upon the Czar
during his extended travels in the years 1890
and 1891, while he was still only the Czaro-
vitch Nicholas. He visited Greece, Egypt,
British India, French Indo-China, Japan, and
China. Then, disembarking at Vladivostock, a
powerful Russian naval station on a bay of the
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RUSSIA IN ASIA

————
Sea of Japan, he returned overland to St.
Petershurg, crossing the whole extent of Siberia.
The Czaroviteh, of course, did not give his
impressions a literary form; but one of his
traveiling companions, Prince Oukhtomski, has
vublished his in two luxurious volumes, mag-
niticently  illustrated by the Russian artist,
Kirazine

The opinions of Prince Oukhtomski seem to
reveal a new element in Russian policy. For-
merly the Russians were indignant over Prince
Bismarck's reported observation that “Russia
hes nothing to do in the West.  Her mission is
o Asiw: there she represents  civilization.”
ronee OrikhromsKi is not far from holding the

Sooas AWl this envious foe of his

oty Fooow fowparedls of territory con-

gaerel Wit sueh
blaeiy wars has i o - eniunei? Her efforts

to rhiain areess 1o the sea have been but half

(*Y Te prince (ruxhtomsxi, Voyage de son Altesse
Imjériale It Czarovitch en orient, Paris, 1508,
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RUSSIA IN ASIA

successful.  The White Sea, blocked with ice;
the Baltie, as much Scandinavian and German
as Russian, closed to her on the west by the
Sound and the Belts; the Black Sea, only yet
half Russian, and closed on the southwest by
the Bosphorous and the Dardanelles; and the
Mediterranean itself, with England holding
Gibraltar, Malta, Cyprus, Egypt, and the Suez
(anal,—arc these seas, so little available, suffi-
cient for the needs of the expansion of the
mighty continental empire that Russia is to-day?
In Asia, on the contrary, who knows whether
by the Euphrates and the Persian Gulf, by
Afghanistan and the Indus, she is not going to
be able to open her way to the Indian Ocean?
Who knows whether, already mistress of the
Okhotsk Sea, she will not become mistress also
of the Sea of Japan and the Yellow Sea, both
opening with broad outlets into the immensity
of the Pacific? Now, the importance that in
ancient times the Mediterranean had for man-
kind, and which the Atlantic possessed from
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RUSSIA IN ASIA

the fifteenth to the nineteenth century, seems
to-day to be shifting to the Pacific Ocean. Of
all the nations bordering on this truly universal
ocean. the Russian Empire is destined to be
one of the most powerful. As to territorial
conquests, how are those that Russia won in
little Europe, where every square mile cost her
a battle, to be compared with those which,
with infinitely less sacrifice and effort, she has
already won, or can yet win, in As1a? Bis-
marck spoke in disdain of the mission of Russia
in Asia. Prince Oukhtomski speaks of it with
pride: “The time has come for the Russians to
have some definite idea regarding the heritage
that the Jenghis Khans and the Tamerlanes
have left us, Asia! we have been part of 1t at
all times: e heeve lived its Hie aned shared its
nterest<s our geooraypbicsd pesition irrevoeably
destines us to bethe head of the radimentary
powers of the Fast.”

Trom the thirteenth to the fifteenth century,
Russia was a province of the Mongol Empire.
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RUSSIA IN ASIA

Tvervthing that constituted that Mongol Em-
pire. however, is perhaps destined to become
only a province of Russia. The capital will
simply be transferred from Karakorum or from
the shores of the Amur to the banks of the Neva.
Aslatie in their mixture of races, Asiatic in
their history, conquered in the thirteenth een-
tury, conquering since the sixteenth, the Rus-
sians possess to a higher degree than either the
French or the Anglo-Saxons an understanding
of things Asiatic. They have all the right that
is possible to supplant “those colonies of the
Germanic and the Latin races that are taking
unwilling Asia under their tutelage.” More-
over, the true successor in Asia of the old-time
czars or khans of the Finnish race is not the

Bogdy-Khan who rules at Pekin, but ¢ the White
Czar who reigns at St. Petersburg.” In one
of the pagodas of Canton are to be seen, as
Prince Qukhtomski assures us, four colossal
soures, called “the kings of the four cardinal
points, and Prince Oukhtomski felt confident
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RUSSIA IN ASIA

that it wus to " the King of the North” that
the peele mondeps] the greatest homage.
Luvin:

s wes what. up o the prewent time. has been

asiie these dpeams of the future, let

colalv acenmplished to bring about their
~aoz2tn. The efforts of the Russians
theezhout thelr history oas an Asiatic power
arv oronewt~t with one or the other of two
great woovementss her sonthward expansion
©owaris Peesiaoand British India, and her
sxransion in the regions bordering

. Cores,and Japan,

iuring the reign of Ivan the Ter-
rit e, one Russtans gained a foothold on the
(uep o S by the conquest of the czarate
rf Astraxnan aned of the Iower Volga, Towards
the el of Lis Bl Peter the Great waged war
cn Peria capturml Derbend on the Caspian,
arcl eccupisml the provinees of Daghestan,

-an. Ghilan, and Mazandaran, and the
cities of Rasht and Astrabad. The unhealthy
character of these regions made them “the
62



RUSSIA IN ASIA
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cemetery of Russian armies,” and the suc-
cessors of the great Czar had to abandon them.
A war undertaken by Catherine II., also in
the last years of her reign, ended in the same
result, and her son, Paul 1., recalled the troops.
In the region of the Caucasus, the Russians
had gained a foothold, between the years
1774-1784, by the acquisition of the Kuban
as far as the Terek, and, strangely enough,
it was not on the northern slope of the moun-
tains, but upon the southern that they were
to begin the conquest of this Caucasus. In
1783, the King, or Czar, of Georgia, Heraclius,
declared himself to be the vassal of Catherine
1I. in order that he might have her assistance
against the Persians and the Ottomans. In
1799, his son, George XII.,! formally ceded
his state to Paul 1., although his son, David,
continued to govern until 1803, when the

‘> Dubrovine, Georges XII., dernier tsar de Géorgie,
¢t ‘2nneration @ la Russie (in Russian), St. Petersburg,
1867,
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RUSSIA IN ASIA

annexstin wes ecnsazinatel, This aequis-
' Russiz into collision with the

wrel the Ottomans on one hand, and,
croownthers with the mdependent  tribes of
By the Treaty of Gulistan,

1IN0 Persia ceded to Russia Daghestan,
Suimvan. and Shusha, and renounced all claims
t;orgin and other territories of the

Another war broke out in 1826,

“ohowes terminated by the Treaty of Turk-
February 22, 1828, by which Persia

surrenn ool her two  Armcenian provinees,:

Nazhizenoven and Eriven. The same  year,

norhe Troary of Adrnianople, Twkey gave

cyeroc Boassln the Tortressex and distriets
el Arnaras Dot Axhelzikh and all rights
hivvirly ontenelobee the abitants) over

Imericin, Minoreln anl Abkhasia. Then
began. in the new possessions, the task of
pacifving  the  will muntaineers of these
(") Lord Curzon, Persia and the Persian Question,
London, 1592.
64
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regions, and also the Tcherkesses, or Cir-
cassians, of the northern slope. The Circas-
sians and the Abkhashi, roused to fanaticism
by the soldier priest, the Imam Shamyl, held
out against the Russians for nearly thirty
vears. In 1844, Russia had in the Caucasus
two hundred thousand soldiers, commanded
by her best generals. The capture of Védéni,
in 1858, and the surrender of Shamyl, a year
later, assured the pacification of the Caucasus.
The increase of territory that Russia made at
the expense of Turkey, in 1878, by the Treaties
of San Stefano and Berlin, included the dis-
tricts of Kars, Ardahan, and Olty, and the port
of Batum, and fixed the boundary line between
Turkey and Russia as it has since remained.
Since the Treaty of 1828, Persia under the
Shahs, Fet-Aly-Khan, Mohammed, Nasr-ed-
Din, and Muzafer-ed-Din, has fallen almost
entirely under Russian influence. In 1837-38,
the Shah Mohammed, with an army com-
mwznded by Russian officers, besieged Herat,
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RUSSIA IN ASTA

defended b Alrtios unvbr the leadership of
Engli<t, o :iemes T 18348, 1o Shah Nars-
ed-D3wn she suggesticn of Russla, besieged
arntoenyourel Herat: o bur the English com-

to ubandon his yrize, by making

et on the Perstan Guli, where they

¢uyour b othe port of Bushire and the island
~f Kerrzox, which they huve kept. In 1841,
Persiz eoded to Russia the Casplan port of
Ashurz e near Astrabad:  in 1881, Askabad

was ¢'ven 1o the same power. and, in 1885,

w«.—all  three  places wvery important
struztegic points on the eastern frontier.  Persia
iz, azreed to the building of Russian

i« that are to pass through her territory
wn-iterminate on the Persian Gulf. The present
<he has negotiated a loan of twenty-two
milion nve hundred thousand rubles through

the ageney of the “bank of Persia,” estab-

lished under Russian auspices. This loan is

pavable in seventy-five years, and the interest

is secured by all the customs revenues of the
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RUSSIA IN ASIA

kingdom, save those of the Persian Gulf. The
Shah has bound himself not to seek further
loans of any other European power, and has
thereby placed himself financially in the hands
of Russia. It is thus that Russia, by her
diplomacy, by her banks, and by her railroads,
making Persia her political and comimercial
vassal, has succeeded in furthering her scheme
of expansion towards the Persian Gulf and
the shores of the Indian Ocean.
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THE MEANS AND METHODS OF
RUSSIAN EXPANSION.

Froizs or DirLoMacy—ABsoLUTISM OF RUSSIAN
GOVERNMENT—AN ENLIGHTENED DEsroTisM—RuUs-
814N CoNisTs—Race CHARACTERISTICS—RELIGION
—Porrrati :N—Franco-Rrssian ALLianceE—Froy
THE Barrtic 1o THE Pacrric.

We have followed Russia in all the directions
that her licy of expansion has carried her.
It now remains for us to study the means
that she has employed. especially in what con-
cerns her expansion in the East.

The e-xsential characteristic that distinguishes
her Oriertal from her Western policy, is that,
while rearly all the progress she has made in
Europe hus been either the cause or the result
of bloody wars like those of the Czars of Mos-
cow against Poland. of Peter the Great against
Charles XTI.. of Catherine II. and Alexander II.
against the Ottomans, of Paul I. against the
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RUSSIAN EXPANSION

French Republic, of Alexander 1. against Napo-
leon, and of Nicholas 1. against the Allies in
the Crimea, her Oriental expansions have never
brought her into war with a power of the first
magnitude, not even with China. However
bellicose Russia may have shown herself in
Furope. in Asia she has exhibited a prudence
whollv Oriental. A score of times it has seemed
that she was on the brink of a mighty war with
Great DBritain over the {rontiers of India;
with China over Albasin, Kuldja, or Man-
churia; and with Japan over Liao-tung and
Corea. Some sort of an agreement has always
come in time to ward off an open rupture, as
in 1872, 1885, 1887, and 1895, with Great
Britain; and as at Nertchinsk, at A™~un, at
Tientsin, and at Pekin with China. In 1871,
war with the latter seemed imminent with
respect to the Kuldja question, but, rather
than proceed to extreme measures, Russia
preferred to abandon a part of her conquest.
In these agreements, Russia it is found, hos
117



RUSSIAN EXPANSION

generally the better part of the bargain. She
understands how to utilize the amour propre
of her wiversuries Thus. she helped the Chi-

NeEse

their face.” for example, by
inducing ther n legse for rwenty-five or ninety-
Line veats what they woulld obstinately have

. \ N
PR N .- N

Tes th eede lefinitelv. Thanks to  this
expeliens it wrreare ]t the Chinese that the
dgnity wniointegrity of their empire would
remaimn inviizte. England also has grown
arcustoret o allowing herself “to save her
face w o b put to sleep by the mesmerie
ing ol Reissiun diplomacey. She allows herself
ty &~ inothe cexplanations” brousht to Lon-
e the proed chat some bold Cossack raid,

]
2 M a X iNad

Feson winministered to her
Mzhan elients i< the pesult of an MSrror”) a
Cmisunderstending” A compuny of six hun-
dred soldiers is almcst always a ' scientifie
expedition.”  The FEnglish minister, in order
not to stir up strife, allows himszelf to yield,
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and hands over to his successor the task of
disentangling the knot. This successor is care-
ful not to meddle with what he himself was not
mixed up in, and what the jingoes and London
cockneys have already forgotten; and so what
the Russians have skillfully acquired remains
permanently in their possession. If the occa-
sion demands it, they will declare that they did
not intend to conquer Bokhara; but have they
proved that they have not made a vassal state
of it, something that will be more useful to
them than an annexed province? They never
intended to advance to Merv; but if the people
of Merv of their own accord came to them,
would it be a wise policy to reject a ““ voluntary”
submission? And thus, slowly, silently, with-
out excessive cracking of her wh.p, Russian
supremacy, in her well-oiled car of progress,
has been moving on through all Central Asia.
Russia is the only European power which has
an absolute government. Its autocratic fea-
ture, =o fiercely assailed upon the aceession of
119



RUSSIAN EXPANSION

Nicholas I. by the “Constitutionals,” or
“Republicans.” of 1825, and under Alexander
II. by the Nihilist conspiracies, seems to have
taken em o new life in the estimation of the
Russiun y«ople. because, according to the expres-
sion ¢f Prince Oukhtomski, it is the necessary
condition of the greatness of their nation and
of her supernatural ” and providential mis-
sion in Asia,  If the foundation of the govern-
ment remains autocratic. thiz autocracy, is at
least more sincerely an '~ enlightened despotism”
than was the absolutism of the eighteenth cen-
tury, a despotism thoughtful of the economic
interests and the well-being of the people,
blending its ambitions with the legitimate
aspirations of the mnation. It has borrowed
from the West municipal or ~Rrovincial self-
government, but not the paruamentary, not
even the representative regimen. In Russia
there is no minister responsible to legislative
bodies, where changeable majorities successively
displace one another; but ministers having the
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RUSSIAN EXPANSION

confidence of the sovereign continue in office
for a long time, in such manner that from 1815
to 1882 Russia had only {wo ministers of foreign
affairs. Nesselrode and Gortchakof, and since
the latier date there have been only three, De
Giers. Lobanof, and Muravief. How many
have been those that have followed one another
during these past eighty-five years in France,
England, and even the United States! This
permanency in oflice allows continuity of the
same political views and constaney in realizing
them. No parliament, therefore, no question-
ings, no blue or yellow books. A restricted
liberty of the press closes with respect the
indiscreet lips of reporters and interviewers.
Hence secrecy in both planning and executing
is possible. There is no need of throwing dust
in the eyes of narliaments, of the newspapers,
and of the people; nor is there any need of brag,
optimistic proclamations, and of oratorical
heroies. Great conquests can be accomplished
silently.
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RUSSIAN EXPANSION

This form of government, though it may
appear as urehuic ws the despotism of Nebuchad-
nezzar or o1 the Graed Turk, dees not exelude
the s of the moest modern appliances and
scientizic methods over which free peoples pride
themselves: railrowds, telegruphs, telephones,
improved cannon and rides battleships and
cruisers of the latest pattern, u thorough knowl-
edge of history, of e¢thnegraphy, and of all
forms of human speceh, from thosze of Finland
to those of Kamtchatka. It loes not exclude
the system of military organiz:tion in vigorous
operation by the powerful and enlichtened
nations of France and Germany. ror vet the
art of securing from the people the maximum
of military power.

Russia has a regular army like France and
Germany, national militia like Switzerland, and
irregular troops like those of the Shah of Persia
and the Emperor of China. These irregulars
- date back to the beginning of Russian expan-
sion. The Czars of Moscow had their Cossacks
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of the Dnieper, of the Don, of the Volga, and of
the Ural. In proportion as conquest succeeded
conquest, the soldier class of the subdued
peoples were amalgamated with the Russians
in the **Cossack armies” of the Terek, of the
Kuban, of the Cauecasus, and of Turkestan.
There are to-day Cossacks of the Trans-Baikal,
of the Pamirs, and of the Amur. For hundreds
and thowsands of kilometres, they constitute

- the grand guard of the regular army, the

mobile curtain of light cavalry that will screen
its movements, “free lanees,” for whose too
audacious encroachment and too bold raids, it
will be possible to disavow all responsibility.
Behind these, like another advance guard,
come the merchants, adventurers also, merchant
adventurers, as the English of the fifteenth cen-
tury said. Behind these, again, sally forth the
colonists in search of cheap land, and who,
following the course of the rivers and streams,
at times venturing into the jungles, found vil-
lages over which will soon rise the humble bell-
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fower of a church. All these people, Cossacks,
officers. ani =oldiers of the regular army, mer-
chants, colonists, and even the fchinovniks, or
officials. posgess to a degree not met with in
any other Iuropean nation, the gift of adapta-
tian to u new climate and environinent, and the
gift of ussimilating native races or of becoming
assimilated with them. The peasant of Euro-
pean Russia, very much mixed, especially in
the Last. with Finnish or Turkish blood and
characteristics, does not differ essentially from
the Ostiak and the Vogul of Western Siberia.
Theze. in turn, show no marked difference from
the Turkish population of Eastern Siberia,
~whas the Yakuts.  From these to the Mongo-
Tan raccss such ws the Tunguses, the Buriats,

and b Murchus and from these to the Chinese

populaticn, there is oseareelv unyv noticeable
transition.  There wasz a time. when from the
Dnieper to the Pacific. all obeved the same
master, the Grand Khan, ** the Son of Heaven,”
whose heir to-day is the = White Czar.”” From
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the Dnieper to the Pacific extends the same
plain, are found the same climate and the same
soil, barren steppes alternating with fertile
mould: the same manner of life, of dwelling,
and of dress; the same endurance of extreme
cold. excessive heat, privations, fatigue, long
journevs., and a half-nomadic existence; and
the same tendency to Oriental fatalism, which
the orthodox term Christian resignation. And
thus, as Elisée Reelus remarks, the Yakuts
easily become Russians and the Russians as
easily become Yakuts, and both Russians and
natives possess the same readiness in acquiring
the language of the forcigner.

Does not the difference in religion constitute
a barrier between them? The Russian peasant
with his rudimentary faith, to which, neverthe-
less, he holds with all his heart, and even the
pope, or parish priest, with his vaguely uncer-
tain theology and his ignorance, are free from
all intolerance. Any form of the Christian
religion. whatever value it may have, although
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RUSSIAN EXPANSION

it clashes with the still less highly developed
beliefs o1 the Mohammedan peoples, makes its
way zoeng tribes that are pagan, Shamanist,
Fetieivoo wr vaguely Buddhist. Between the
Russizrs und the pagans there is established a
cneness of faith or superstition.  There is no

uestion of complicated dogmas devised by the
subile brains of Alexandria or of Byzantium.
Tre untutored Siberians do not fall into con-
troversies over the mystery of the Trinity, the
twofold narure of the Redeemer, or transub-
stantiation. The idea of God is too lofty for
these eourse minds but they all agree in placing
cn o the sumnir of their Pantheon Saint Nicho-
e the Trumaturadst, and abave Lim, beneath
crehwith Bimo Christ and the Virgin.
Lo eore sgints Christian or with a

muay be pagan. Buddhistie,

e Melimmedan, And all this multi-
form worshiy is in full hurmony with the primi-
tive cult of springs and of certain venerable
trees, with the belief in demons of the forests
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and river sprites, and with the custom of wear-
ing certain amulets that the orthodox priest,
the Shamanist sorcerer, or the Hadji returned
from Mececa, may furnish. What more is neces-
sary in order to be, in this life, successful on
the farm, or in fishing, or in hunting, or in war,
and, in the next, to be certain of salvation?
The Tunguse, the Buriat, the Vogul, and the
Ostiak, who firmly believe in Saint Nicholas,
have already become, or are in the process of
becoming, Russian. Are not the Tchuvashi,
the Mordva, and the Meshtcheraks all children
of the same father, that is, subjects of the
same Czar? Though they may be Mohamme-
dans, do they not still believe in the virtue of
certain magical words uttered by the orthodox
priest, the efficacy of the holy waters in driving
away Cheitan (Satan) and evil Djinns, in the
protection that Saint Blaise, the old-time god,
Valoss, of the Russians, extends over their
flocks, and in the cures wrought in the name
of Saint Cosme or in that of Saint Damian,
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those heavenly phvsieiins, who cure their
adherenr wizhoon reouiring remuneration?
Thes =woowwnreess urnalism and theology,
heirg wlne o anknewn in the Asiatic Empire
of *Te Czers o exn Hve there in a happy eon-

nes. Polities does not create any

cTeren o< meng nen. and religion searcely
arv. Tres o sono time to reflect and subtilize
ap-n thee meere or less brown or yellow color of
the fues cheomore or less turned-up shape of
w1, the raore or less slant of the eyes, or
the miore or Lews prominence of the cheeks. In
nocdegree o7 T zoeial seale iz there known the
proiteiiee ol the sKingT 20 pronounced among
o Fnglisn andl Amerieans, and noticeable,
oo omueh lessoextent. among the French,

Prrevgiss. andl Spanish colonists.  Russian

ealenizatioes is not Jdestructive of aboriginal

races: 17w not exterminate them, it absorbs

them. Marriages, legal or otherwise, are {re-

quent between the conquerers and the con-

quered. Already, in the davs of Ivan the
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Terrible, Tartar Khans became Russian princes.
To her subjects of brown or of saffron com-
plexion. of Buddhist or of Mohammedan reli-
gion, Russia has always shown more liberality
than France has to her Algerian subjects. In
Algeria it has become difficult for an Arab or
a Berber to rise above the grade of captain, but
majors, colonels, and even generals of Turkish
or Circassian race, and even of the Mohamme-
dan religion, are numerous in the Asiatic armies
of the “White Czar.”

The Russians of Europe are fully able of
themselves to people their Asiatic colonies
without having to assimilate the natives, and
without the assistance of foreign immigration.
Russia is fortunate in that her colonies are only
a prolongation of her own territories. To
become a colonist, there is no ocean to cross,
no steamboat fare to pay. The poorest peas-
ant. a staff in his hand, an axe at his belt, his
boots slung from a cord over his shoulder, can
pass from one halting-place to another, until
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he reaches the eriic o7 the empire. Moreover,
the perzlcion 7 Russiu, by its own birth rate,

fneroc-o< osrine oD ineneirnt medical care at

chilitie o witl w rari ity unknown to any
coberotian o7 Fareean blood,  excepting,
French., In 1878-79,
s s lectsoof the Czar numbered ninety-six

rorharss i O

<. in 18399 thev reached one hundred and
twentv-nine millions, an inecrease in twenty years
of thirty-three millions, a number almost equal
to the population of the kingdom of Italy, or
an annual inerease of about one million six
hundred thousand =ouls, a number that about
equals the prossut population of North Carolina

cr Alibane With sueh aorreasury of men to

drecy Troznovelther milivaey power nor colonial

stronzthowilobe Toeklies In Siberia, before
1805, e fnerecse o7 population by immigra-

tion alome was ol shout ninety-two thousand
per vear. Nince the suppression of penal trans-
portation, especiallv since the construction of
the Trans-Siberian railroad, immigration has
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—

brought in two hundred thousand annually.
The population of Siberia must by this time
have reached the figure of seven millions. Of
this number at least six millions are Rus-
sians. This, however, is one person for each
square kilometre of territory, so that neither is
there any lack of land.

For a long time the Russian sovereign needed
two things to enable him to plunge boldly into
the depths of Asia. First, he lacked the assur-
ance that England or the German powers would
not be able to foment on his Luropean frontiers
one of those coalitions like those that resulted
in the Crimean War or in the revision of the
Treaty of San Stefano; secondly, he lacked
““the sinews of war,” or, as the English phrase-
ology is, ‘“the Cavalry of Saint George.” The
alliance with France, outlined at Kronstadt in
1891, proclaimed at Paris in 1896, and at St.
Petersburg in 1897, has given the Czar two
things that were wanting. It assures the safety
of the European frontiers against any effort of
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the Triple Alliance. In the Far East, in 1895,
we have =een how, at the same time, France
and Gerzany took in hand the interests of
Russls against Japanese ambition and British
The Germany of Bismarek attempted
to ruin Russia’s eredit in the Berlin exchange
and in the European market. France threw
op<n her market and her credit to Russia, and
either in France, or thanks to her, the Czar,
within a few vears, has been able to borrow
several milliards. This has enabled him to
strengthen his army, put a powerful navy
afloat, consent to large loans to China and
Prrsia, complete his European railroad system,
ard push forward the work upon the Trans-
Caucusis, the Trans-Siberian, the Trans-Man-
churiun, wnd the Trans-Chinese railroads.

The resglts of the darings raids through
Turkestan, in the direction of the Persian Gulf
and of Arghanistan, and towards the Amur and
the Japan Sea, are now consolidated by a
wholly modern outfit of war and travel. In
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Turkestan, the ancient capitals of Tamerlane,
the fortresses conquered by the heroism of the
Pérovskis, the Tchernaiefs and of the Skobe-
lefs, all of which called for so much skill and
careful manipulation on the part of Russian
diplomacy, are to-day railroad stations. There
are dining-room stations at Merv, Bokhara,
Samarkand, Kokhand, Andijan, Tashkend, ete.,
and the Russian station of Kushk is only one
hundred and twenty kilométres from Herat.
The Trans-Siberian railroad, with its numerous
stations, its branch lines to Khabarovsk, Port
Arthur, and Pekin, and the annexed systems
that penetrate the Chinese Empire, has consoli-
dated all that was accomplished by the venture-
some explorers of former times, from Irmak or
Khabarof to Lieutenant Nevelskoi of our day.
The principal line, six thousand two hundred
kilométres long, with its bridges of eight hun-
dred métres over the Obi and the Irtysh, of one
thousand métres over the Yenisei and the
Selenga, with its ferryboat, one hundred métres
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long, that ferries the trains across the southern
bay of Luk+ Baikal, permits the transportation
of colinists. merchants, regiments, and brings
to brear upon the further side of Asia all the
power of the (zar who reigns at St. Petersburg.
[:: 1s~a. the merchants of Nizhni Novgorod, in
an whiress to the Emperor Alexander II1., pre-
dicted in these terms the brilliant future of the
Trans-siberian:  “It will unite to Europe,
through the Russian Empire, four hundred
millions of Chinese, and forty-two millions of
Japanese.  One will be able to go from Europe
to Shang-hai by Vladivostock in twenty days
instead of the thirty-five which the Canadian
route requires, or the fortv-five of the Suez
reate.” The distance between Furope and the
Far Fast hus been still further shortened by
the extension of the Russian railroad to Port
Arthur. In the commerce of the world, the
Trans-Niberian will work as important a revo-
lution as did the discovery of the Cape of Good
Hope in the fifteenth century, or the construc-
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tion of the Suez Canal in the nineteenth. The
policy of Russia is to secure the full attain-
ment of  what she has been striving after
for centuries in her onward march through
the Niberian wilds, that is, access to seas free
from ice. where her fleets of war and commerce
n:y have unhindered course.  Russia is striving
for this freedom of the sea four hundred
vears later than Spain, Portugal, France, Eng-
land, and Holland. She has lost nothing in
having waited =0 long. Thus far, she has
passed through the Baltic, and the Mediter-
ranean periods, with a power for expansion
unknown to her predecessors. She is about to
inaugurate a new era in her history; the
oceanic, the world-wide era, is merely beginning
for the Slav.
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