CIRCASSIAN SOLDIERS.

SO BAD AS THEY HAVE BEEN ‘REP-
RESENTEO—KIND LOOKS I'OR LITTLI
CHILDREN—BUT THEIR PRESENCE FILLS
THE SKERVIAN INFANTRY WITIL A PANIC,

The correspondent of the London Stundard
writes as tollows : I bad scarcely been two hours
in Widdin when a part of the victorious Bashi-
Bazouks returned to tho tovtress. No one who had
not scen thoe procession could form an idea of the
wonderful pictare it presented, The greater number
»f the ndors, mounted on their lean, ugly, little
horses, which, however, seem capable of bearing

rreat fatigue, were Cireassiang, in long balck, gray,
or white ceats, with halt a dozen little cartouch
pockots in a row on each side of 1hu breast. Awmong
them were s few 'L'urks and Arnauts, a4 negro, two
ich in Kuropean dress except that they wers the fez,
Lartars, Kirghizes, and Armeniang., Ioach ouo was
dressed differently, most of tlhem barefoot, many
without saddles or on high.peaked woodoen ownes.
The Circassiaus carried their arms in a shagoy,
black woolen case, attached by a strap to their
backs, and every ono held the muskeis takon trom
tho enemy upright in his right bLund, resting the
butt-ends on ks ler. ‘Fhe sawme hand held a short
whip, while in tho left were the reins, and trom the
shiouider hung a cimetor in a leather case, red at
one ond any black at the other. Men over seventy,
bove under twelve; white, red, groen, and many-
colored turbans ; yellow, gray, blus, black trounsars,
and in some ca<es nons 4L all ; on all facea the ox-
citoment of battle, the dark cves clowivg with a
dangerous fire ; never was such a motley group, and
to put tho chmax to this strange sight, a gigantio
Circassian vodo along wmnder & green stlk parasol,
aund several of these savages woroe spoctacies, No
prisoners were brought in, a8 quarter is not given ;
but several carts, drawn by bulfaloes aud driven by
Wallachian peasants, were lilled with wounded
Circassians. Lach division of the proceasion had a
standard-hearvr o tront, the colors peing greoen or
red, with 'Furkish inscriptions, or the crescent and
atur,

Thnoe arrival of thia horde offered a striking con-
tradiction to the tales of religious hatred, the op.
pression and anxiety of the Christians, and the
bloodthirstiness of the Circassiana., ‘'hess latter
shuwed the breoch-loadoers they had taken—oid
Austrian Wenzl mnskets—and explained their
mechanism to the bystanders. Christiang and
Turks had assembled round the victors and listened
to their tales and admired thew, and the Bulgarian
children—probably the same who had beeu cut into
four guarters and roasted, accoroing to Sorvian sc.
counts—patted the horses, the riders givine them
thag moest friandlyv Jonka, Rowhara in Widdia ja a

NOT

trace of religious animosity to be discovered; tho
Christian Cathedral forms the ccnire of ths
fortress, and in the cupola of the tower, sup-
ported on four columns, hangs a bell, to be soen
and heard for miles around. Ihe Bu!garian and
Wallachian peasants come, as they were always
wont, into the town to aell cattle, fruit, and maizo.
In the court of the Government House among the
soldiers and irregulars stood a number of Chistian
peasants waiting to speak to the Pagha, and there
could be no mistake about the cheertul good fellow-
ship that oxisted among them all ; in shart, all that
18 #aid of hatrea ansd persecution and about the in-
gurrsction of the Bulgariaus are inventions irom
beginning to end,

Lhe tales with which the Serbs have Leen so in-
dustriously fed of the feracity of the Circassiana
have an effect which was certainly not intonded
by the inventors, Serbs may Dbe filled
with batred ot these demoniae warriors, but with
that hatred 18 a very large amonnt of dread. Thus
the Seirvian infantry, which had fougnt courage-
ou.sly epough azainst the Tarkish regnlars, were
seized with a wild panie when charged by the Cir-
cassian cavalry. and two battalions threw away

t-!mir arms anda tled before two squadrons only ot the
Circassian horsemen,”
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