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the White 8lave Traflic. |

The -ebon savages of the African Coutineat
are not the eply race who are made merchaa.
dise of by their fellow men. Nelther is the Afri-
conn Sinve-tradc¢ the only abomination of the
kind thet exists undor the sun. The mountain-
lard of Circassis, a part of that rogion which
extends from the Euxine to the Caspiap, is
iphabited hy a people who have ever beea dis
tinguisbed for symmetry of form and boauty
of fearure, and the maidens of this highly
favored race have for centuries  been objects of

- the sluve-derlers’ cupidity, on account of the

great. demand which hasgexisted for them amoag
the lascivions and polygamous Turks. Between
the pirents ‘aud redatives of these Circassian
bouris and rhe dealers in question an infamous
truffic bus been carried on, and the slave-mar-
kets of Constantinople and the othor cities of tho

" Onoan Empire have, 1 this way, been sap--

plied with females who have become the orna-
wents of the Mahometan harems, and the mo-
thers of Mabometan sovercigns and nobles,
¥rom the period when Rusgia obtained do-
minton over the coast of the Caucasus up to
the outbreuk of the late war, she did everything
in ber power to put a stop to this disgreceful
commerce, und her efforts at destroying it were
atten: ed with considerable success. But, since
ke ivfluence ot the Twks and their sllies be-
came predominant in that quarter, the shame-
ful trufiic has 1evived, and is now aguin in a
very flounishing cordition, Flonrishing, how-
ever, as it is, the days of its prosperity are hap-
pily numbered. Russia will presently resume
her supremacy over the Caucasian Coast, and
toen her efforts, as of old, will he directed to
the supuression of this white Slave-trade. The

~ conviction that the power of Russia will te thus

employed, hug filled the women-sellers of Cir-

cussir with despair; and, according to the

Constantinople correspondent of the London

- Xornmng Lost, there is no expedient which

 desperstion or cupidity can suggest to them

that they are Dot at the present momeut making
use of, in order to avert the impending catas
tropbe; and, lest that should bo impossible, to
drsw nn extra profit from their odious avoca-
tion, while it is allowsble to do so.

Under the impression that Turkey s stitl a
power upon earth, a deputation of vhese people
sre even now at the Court of the Sultan en.
treat'ng AppuL MEDJID to extend the wegis of
pro-ection over the Circassian soil,'and to pre-

serve to its inhabitants their ancient and hered-

jitery commerce. Apprehensive of their mission
failing, snd uncertain ‘as to the time when a
Russiun ukase shall be issued against them,
thty have poursd such a multitude of slaves into
the msrkets of Turkey that they have completely
detented the object which their enpidity has had
in view. The supply is now so over-propor-
tioned to the demand that a slave can be almest
bought in Constantinople for a song, and is no
lopger a source of gain, but of loss to her
ewrer. ‘Never, perhaps, at any former pe-
riod,” says the correspoudent ia qucstion,

“ Waswhitehuman flesh so cheap ag it is at this

moment. There is an absolute glut in the market,

and dealers are obliged to throw away their goods

owing to the extent of the supply. Informer times

‘n good middling’ Circassian girl was thought very
cheap at £100, but at the present moment the same
description of gcods may be had for £0! Infact
the creatures are eating their heads off, and must

. be disposed of at any sacrifice, however alarming.’

Now we should rejoica at the failaure of the
slave-dealers’ specalation, were slave-dealers

- alope the sufferers. But it unfortunately happens
~ that thut failure has proved not less injurious to

the interests of sluves in general than to the
interests of slave-dealers. The great deprecia-
tion in the value of Circassian imaidens has
tended very mueh to embitter the lot of the
whole slave population of the Ottoman Empgpire,
Formerly when a Circassian girl brought a good
price, she was pretty sure of being bought iato
a respectable family, where not only kind treat-
ment, but often rank and fortune awaited her,
With Jow prices, however, a low class of pur-
chasers have come into the market, and now
she is liable to be taken by any huckster who
never thought of keeping a slave before, and
who may suhject ker to drudgery and oppres-
sion. But female slaves of the negro race aro
still greater sufferers from the overtrading in
question than even the Circassians. Since Cir--
cassians became so cheap, every Turk hag
grown ambiticus of possessing white slaves, and
in order to make room for them in his house-

- bold, or to make up the meuns of purchasing

them, aged negresses that have been years in

- the family have been cruelly discarded and sent
' to the slave-Drokers for sale!

Such are some of the hardships and enormi-
ties that have sprung from.the cupidity and
over-speculation of the Circassian slave- dealers,
and all these things have been taking place
under the eyes of the Sultan’s Christian allieg—
nations who have cxpended millions of money
in maintaining squadrons in the Atlantic Qcean,
to put down the African slave-trade. But the
days of that commerce, we trust, are numbered.
In a little time the influence of Russia will
again prevail on the eastern coast of the Euxine,
and her cfforts will again be directed towards
the suppre~smn of a traflic which has for centu-
ries made that great sea a highway of cruelty.
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