THE LASTI DIFENDERS OF THE
PROPHET.

The telegraph informs us of the exten-
sion of the Circassian insurrection to the
eastern provinces of the Cuaucasus, near
the Caspian. This is the really formidable
place for an uprising, so far as the com-
munications and tho influence of the Rus-
sians are concerncd., Our readers are to
bear in mind that the tribes of the Cauca-
sug are in one respect, toward Russia, some-
what as the Indian tribes are toward our
Governmeont. They have no unity, or coin-
moun political object. A number of them aro
in harmony in their common hatred of the
Muscovites, but they quarrel in regard to
everythong clse,  They ditfor in religion,
in character, in race, and political institu-
tions. Sowe are lazy, almost cowardly, and
nominally Christians ; others are intensecly
active and brave, Mohammedan or heathen-
ish in belief, Sompe are distinguished for a
superb physique, while others look like de-

graded and poorly fed mountaineers,
Tho bravest and wildest of these
tribes were the Circassians and other

trives of Daghestan mnear the Caspian.
These  are  tho most  fiery and
bicoted Mussulmans in Asia, and ubsur-
passed as mountain warrtors, They inhabit
a distriet which wmight apparently be de-
fended against a world in arms.  Indeed, 50
rugged and inaccessible aro the mountain
fastnesses of Daghestan that, had the other
branches of the Circassians near the Black
Sea and in Kabarda united with theso
mountaineers, the whole Russian power
would mnever have conquered them.
ScnaMyr, who led this resistance for twen-
ty years, made many efforts to draw in the
AbLLkhastans and Western Circassians to a
union with his party, but never sucecceded.
And yet so bitter was the hatred of the Cir-
cassians near the Blaek Sea to the Musco-
vites that they never subinitted to.the final
conguest, but withdrew, men, women, and
! children, to the nuwmber of 400,000, to the
 territory of Turkey. It is this tribe which
' the Tarks are said now to Do landing on
the coast of the Black Sca mear Batoum, in
order to break the enemy’s communications,
and rouse an insurrection in his rear,

The Circassians of Daghestan, whero the
present outbreak has occurred, are the bhest
goldiers of these mountaing. SCHAMYL'S
youugest son—tho older Dbeing held as
hostage, we Dbelieve, in Russia—has been
comimissioned by tho Head of the Faithful
. +a preach a holy war among these moun-
taing, It is true that Russia won her fingl
victory there by very skilltul and permanent
military works. Iiach height gained was
fortified ; and the last refuge of Bcuamyy,
Mount Gumri, a most ditlicult and well-
defended plateau, has been made the strong-
est Russian position in the Caucusus, al-
most controlling Daghestan. Still, moun-
taineers like these, roused up to the highest
pitch of bizotry and fury, and fighting for
their own homes and mountain fastnesses,
could give tho Muscovites much trouble,
They would undoubtedly break wup the
ereat military road to the north, ruuning
near the Caspian; and they might succeed
in getting possession of the few ports on that
sea, and prevent the supplies which come
by the way of the Volga and Caspian from
being landed. This would be a great tem-
porary annoyance and hindrance to the Rus-
sian movements on Erzeroum and toward

Traebizand.
| Tgey may. also ha ahla tn bhreak enm.

munications in the Central Caucasus, and
even come into connection with tho re-
volting Abkhasians and the returned West-
ern Cireagsians, but this is not probhable,
The Russians are well prepared for this
ountbreak, and will, no doubt, meet the
bands of the young Prince in their first
movements. Military roads connect every
part of tho territory, and well-garrisoned
fortresses protect weak points. Still, the
power of roligious bigotry is one heyond
measurcment, and not even to be con-
trolled by forts and garrisons. The proc-
lamation of a “holy war” may arouse
oevery Mohammedan in those mountains.
The Kurds ot the plains may hear the call,
and even the Tartars of Southern Russia
be stirred by it to troublesome outhroaks.
Mohammedanism has five in it yot; and its
last struggle for existence, made in those
grand mountaing by simple aud dovout be-
lievers, may le worthy of its heroic age,
and illume its fall and the destruction of
the Turkish Empire with a transient gleam
of courago and devotion, recalling the most
glorious periods of Moslem success and
victory, Tho Circassians are the last fol-
lowers of the Prophet with the fanaticism
and heroism of the early conquerors who
carried the crescent over so much of Asia
and Europe. We may yet hear of remark-
able exploits by them in the prosent war.
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