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4a T he Appren t ice Rus s op h i le

Forming only a small part of a much longer lecture, Kennan's
description of the exile system was both incomplete and misleading. A
basic distinction existed between the creatmenc of polit ical exiles and
criminal exiles, but Kennan simply spoke about the exile system in
general terms, or at least left the disrinction so hazy that reporters failed

to grasp it. l8 In such a manner he could briefly describe th€ system,
defending the position of che Russian government without going into

detail. The impression he intended to project is obvious from the
assertion that he would have preferred exile for life in Siberia ro five
years' confinement in the Ohio State Penitentiary. Ie He later studied the

exile system in more derail and made it the focus of a separate lecture,
but in r87o he was contenr ro "set the record straight" by means of a
brief summary. He was more interested in the people and social customs
of the vast land that had captured his imagination so entirely; besides,
such things were more entertaining for his l isteners than a description of
rhe Siberian exile system stripped of horror stories.

Meanwhile, having published a series of articles in Putnan's about
his Siberian adventures, Kennan now planned a second trip to Russra,
this time to the Caucasus, which had enticed him since r868, when he
had llrst heard tales about it from soldiers returning to European
Russia.20 He had hoped to finance the journey from his lecture tour, but
it yielded only a disappointing $6oo. Sti l l  caught in the buoyant mood
of the period, and encouraged by Bayard Taylor's cale of wandering all
over Europe on just $1oo, he decided to go anyway.2r

T E N T  L I F E  I N  S l B E R I A

\7hile sojourning in St. Petersburg before going on to the Caucasus,
Kennan complered the book about his l lrst journey to the Russian
Empire, Tent Life in Siberia; And Adaenturer amlng the Koraks and )ther
Tribes in Kamchatka and Nortbern Alla. Published by G. P. Putnam and
Sons in September r87o, it would prove to be the most poular and
enduring of all of Kennan's writ ings. As an advencure story written to
entertain its readers, Tent Life in Siberia was neither a complete history of
the Russian-American Telegraph Company nor a detailed scientif ic
treatise. Rather, Kennan had wished "to convey as clear and accurate an
idea as possible ofthe inhabitants, scenery, customs and general external
features of a new and comparacively unknown country," all of which was
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other hand, Kennan recorded the harshness of the journey, but men-

t ioned nothing about Dodd nearlv freezing to death; in fact, the journal

account states that Dodd actual ly found the buried cabin containing the

lost party of men. He also recorded that just before Dodd found the

cabin he had decided to make camp although i t  was "a hard alterna-

r ive."r" The added f lourishes of a freczing Dodd and the implication that

having to camp wouid have meant almost certain death served co

he igh ten  the  drama o f  thc  ep isode,  thus  render ing  i t  more  in te res t ing  to

American readers of that era. The authors of travelogues must have

frequently engaged in factual distort ion for dramatic effects, but the

method indicates something about Kennan's u,r i t ing style rhat we must

bear in mind when analyzing his later work.

Also puzzi ing is the absence rnTent Life in Siberia of any comment

on the exi le systern or on pol i t ical affairs general ly. Since Kennan aimed

primari ly at enrertaining his trtrdience, u'e might assume that he did not

considcr exi ie an exotic enough subject to capture the attention of

Amcrican rcadcrs, rhough \\ 'e must recal l  that he sometimes included

remarks on the exi lc s) 'stcm in his lecturcs. A simplc answer seems most

l ikely: Kennan himself emphasized rhar knt Life in Siberia was a per-

sonal narrat ive ofadvcnturc. and sincc thcrc is no cvidcncc that hc had

any interesting advcnturcs connected u' i th cxi lcs, he probably was

convinced that there was no place in the story fbr comments on the exi le

system.Jt The preference f irr  adventure also is the best explanation for

his general lack of pol i t ical arvareness. During his early travcls he was far

lcss interested in pol i t ical aftairs than in exotic people and customs, or in

unusual and beauti ful landscapes. Exi ies, the general problem posed by

the exi le systcm, and mcist other pol i t ical questions were peripheral to

his central concerns, so he natural ly paid scant attention to such mat-

ters, an att i tude that r.r 'e also see manifest ly in evidence during his tr ip to

the Caucasus.

T H E  C A U C A S U S

Kennan entered the Russian Empire for the second t ime on July 6,

r87o. He spent several u'eeks in St. Petersburg, then steamed down the

Volga River and across the Caspian Sea to the Caucasian port of Pe-

trovsk. For two months he roamed aimlessly about the Caucasian Moun-

tains, after which he spent several weeks making his way back to
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England through Europe, arr iving penniless in London on Decem-

ber  zo .

In a later lecture Kennan described his state of mind on rhar uip as

thar of a vagabond, one "who rambles from country ro country with no

other object than the grati l icat ion of his own curiosiry." He explained

furrher:

A vagabond then is primari ly a man u'ho travels without any

definite ut i l i tar ian aim. He docs not go abroad expecting ro

br ing  about  the  Mi l len ium by  impress ing  upon rhe  wor ld  h is

own opinion and prcjudices ncither does he ramble from

Country to Country col lecing stat ist ics and accumularing

information as a pure mattcr of menttr l  discipl ine. He is

content to bc a simple observcr in the grear world <if  G<ld-

studying those things u'hich inrercsr him for no other reason

than because the i 'do  in tc rcs t  h im.  But  rhc  in tc res t  o f  a  t rue

vagaboncl takes a u, idc rangc, and cmbraces rhc whole 6eld of

human societ\ ' .  .  Thc vurgaboncl is never a spccial ist.

In short a vagabond sccks to kno*'rhc u'<lr ld and i ts people as

thcy are, ancl in orde r to accluire that knowleclge he is rcady to

become al l  things u' i th al l  men and to make himself cqually at

home in  a l l  p laces .  J ( '

He went on to dcfcnd this approach, asscrr ing that i t  was as l ikely to

increase one 
's 

store of knowlcdge as rhe morc del iberare methods of those

fancy ing  themse lvcs  "ph i losophcrs . " r -  Thus  armed,  Kennan began hrs

second Russian adventurc.

A bricf sojourn in Er-rropean Russia bcfbre going on ro rhe Caucasus

conlirmcd his benevolenr opinion of Russia and Russians. He spenr

much t ime in St. Petersburg enjoying rhe pleasures of the city, wander-

ing through i ts streets and parks, ancl rcnewing his acquaintance wirh

Sergei Abaza and othcr Russian ofhcials. He also spenr some rime in

language study, in order ro acquire a Russian more suited to polrte

sociery than that u'hich he had learned earl ier from Koriak dog drivers in

northeastern Siberia. l8 His grear iove fctr St. Petersburg and Moscow

and his fascination for the Volga River and fbr rhe great fair at Nizhni i

Novgorod (presenc-day Gorky) are reveaied in later Iecrures and art icles

about this tr ip. $(hat interesred him u'as sri l l  not pol ir ics, bur the
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people and their vast, beauti ful land. He recal ied that "the social or

pol i t ical state of Russia" and "governmental questions" held "no part icu-

lar inrerest" for him; dissident opinions of the government or i ts pol icies

apparently never reached his ears; and his good relat ionship with Rus-

sian governmental olf icials gave him "a very favorable opinion of the

Government  and i t s  methods . "Je

His journals kept on the tr ip through the Caucasus similarly are

f i l led wirh detai led descript ions of people, dress, customs, spectacular

scenery, and rravel adventures. There is l i t t le material of a pol i t ical

nature and what rhere is suggests that Kennan was not concerned with

the detai ls of such matters.ro As he recal led later, he seems to have

wandered aimlessly, as a vagabond, "a l ighthearted tourist,  in search of

amusement and adventure," rathcr than a scrious obscrvcr of social and

cconomic  prob lems. r r

Of cspecial interest in this regard are the accounts of Kcnnan's

scvcral cncountcrs wirh Jcu's, whom he seemed surprised to hnd intcl-

l igen t ,  educated ,  and in te res t ing  persona l i t ies .  H is  op in ion  prcv ious  t< r

this had apparcntly been unfavorable or, at best, indif ferent; but truc ro

his vagabond point of vicu'Kennan quickly made fr iends r,r ' i th those hc

met, and as hc roamcd the mountain vi l lagcs, hc cvcn looked up other

f r iends  whom they  had recommended to  h im. i r  Wi th  thc  cxccpt ion  o f

an expcricncc on the journey from Tif l is to Constantinople, the conver-

sations as recorded \r 'ere not pol i t ical in nature. On that cxccptional

occasion he met and befr iended a young, u'el l-educatcd, and cult ivated

Jew u'ho had lost a teaching posit ion as a result ofa governmcntal dccrec

forbidding Jews from teaching. The man obviously impressed Kennan,

yet evcn of that cncounter he recorded nothing more than sympathy for

t h c  i n d i v i d u a l  r r a g c d y .  ' '

I t  is true that i f  Kennan had visi ted Russia a few years later, in the

early r88os, conversations with Jews probably would have been more

poli t ical;  the pogroms of those years sharply fbcused attention on the

situation of Jews as a pol i t ical issue. In r87o, however, Jews were not

being actively persecuted on a r, l ' ide scale, which would explain why

Kennan's discussions with them in rhe Caucasus were relat iveiy Iacking

in bit terness toward the government. Furthermore, Jews in the Cau-

casus were probably less subject either to the unpredictable r, l ,hims of the

bureaucracy in European Russia, or to the suspicions ofRussian peasants
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in areas where, with of l icial encouragement'  the peasants used the

Jewish populat ion as scaPesoats for their o\ ' \ 'n mlsery'
" 

\xrhi ie rhe tr ip fai lei  to disturb Kennan's apol ir ical att i tude, ir  did

serve to strenfl then his conception of ideal manhood and his favorable

impression of the Russian Empire ln keeping with his long-held bel ief

in the manly virtues, the bravery, physical hardiness' and f ierce indepen-

dence of the mountaineers evoked his deep respect '  "4 The mountaineers

also almost invariably greeted him u' i th I lreat hospital i ty '  a clrcum-

s tance tha t  surc ly  tncreased h is  cn thus iasm fo r  the  empi re  and i t s

r  n h a b i  t a n t s . '

At the same rime he occasional ly displaycd a degree of condescen-

sion toward rhe mountain ds'el lers of which he hardly was aware

himself,  and which seems to violate thc spir i t  of vagabondage as Kennan

h i m s e l f h a d d e { i n e d i t . O n c e ' u ' h i l c r e f l c c t i n g o n t h e d i f f e r e n t c u s t o m s

of the region and i ts general barbarousness' he observed a small  boy at

pluy, , tui ing in his journal that the lad "had a very bright intel l igent

iu.. , , ,  und that i f  he could havc rhe bcnell t  of an American educarion,

"he would make an able useful man'" Furthermore' he went on:

The more I see of u' i ld peoplc the morc I am incl incd to

bel ieve that i t  is education which makcs the man' There rs no

reason to doubt that the innatc capabil i ty of thesc wild

Lesghian mountaineers is equal to that of the averagc En-

gl ishman or American & the only dif ference bctween them

arises out of the circumstances in which they are rcspectively

place<l. One has advantages, education' culture' & the other

has not. One gro*'s up an intel l igent thinking rcasonrng

human being & the other a mere t ' i ld animal '1( '

His att i tude in this instance makes i t  easier to understand Ken-

nan's ready acceptance of the Russian conquest of the area' an accePtance

w h i c h o t h e r w i s e m i g h t b e c o n f u s i n g , g i v e n h i s s t a t e d a d m i r a t i o n f o r t h e

mountaineers, * 'ho had yielded to the superior force of the expanding

R u s s i a n E m p i r e o n l y a f t e r a l i e r c e s t r u g g l e l a s t i n g o v e r h a l f a c e n t u r y .

The f inal major batt le took place in r819' A heroic struggle of Shamil

and 3oo Lesghians to hold the peak of Gounib in Central Daghestan

ug^i. tr t  28,ooo Russian troops led by Prince Alexander Bariat insky' the

batt le was enshrined in legend in the folklore of che mountains' When
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Kennan roamed the area in r87o, the extent of Russian control over the
countless stone villages perched among the innumerable peaks and crags
of the Caucasus Mountains was sti l l  l i t t le more than nominal; yet it was
an accepted fact and would prove to be lasring.

At that time Kennan generally regarded the spread of Russian
governmental authority and institutions as a civil izing influence, even
though the native tribes of norrheasrern Siberia whom he most admired
were those who had nor yer been corrupted by contact with Russians,
and the qualit ies he mosr admired in the Caucasian highlanders were ar
least partially endangered by civil izarion.'r7 Kennan's supporr for the
Russian conquest ofsuch areas rhus appears paradoxical, but the ̂ ppar-
ent paradox is easily resolved. He believed rhat in rhe first stage of
contact with civil ization the more primitive societies encountered the
cruder or more exploitative elements of the civil ized society-rraders,
whalers, adventurers of the worsr sorr, erc.-and were corrupted by
them. In time, however, rhe fruits of civil ization would spread to the
more primirive peoples who, because rhey were essentially savage by
comparison with r'J(/estern societies, would experience moral and mare-
rial advancemcnt. Thar was a typical arrirude ofpaternalistic l7esterners
in the last decades of rhe nineteenrh century, and Kennan was nor
exceptional in rhis regard. His second visit to the Russian Empire thus
not only provided Kennan with additional lecrure and literary marerial;
it also reinforced his preconceprions of rhe Russian Empire derived from
the earlier journey.

M E D I N A :  M E L A N C H O L Y  A N D  S P I R I T U A L  C R I S I S

Kennan returned to Norwalk from his second visit to rhe Russian
Empire in January r87r, in time for several speaking engagemenrs
during the latter parc of rhar winter's lecture season. His repertoire now
consisted of two lectures on Siberia and one on "The Mountains and
Mountaineers of the Caucasus," and he again won crit ical acclaim.a8 In
Cincinnati, where his fortunes had been mixed during rhe season of
1869-7o, one reviewer now felt that he had lost "some of the freshness
of style and expression" rhar had made him so "charming," but added
that the loss was "more than compensated" by rhe acquisit ion of a less
personal and more informative sryle.a9 Kennan's lecrure career thus
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apparently received a boost from the fresh material acquired on his
recent visit to Russia; yec during the summer of r87r he went to
Medina, New York, and became cashier of the Union Bank of Medina.

The move to Medina is puzzling, for the position of cashier was
hardly conducive to the development ofan oratorical and lirerary career,
nor could it have seemed particularly arrractive to a young advenrurer
just returned from the wilds of rhe Caucasus; yet i inancial necessiry
required it. Since r864 his older brother John had occasionally urged
George to join him in various banking enterprises, and in r87r John
was president of the Union Bank. Kennan would have preferred ro
devote his energies to l irerary and lecture acrivity, but as that pursuic
was not prolitable enough to support his own needs and allow him to
assist his father, he at length gave in to his brother's urging and tried
banking as a career.50

In characteristic fashion, he enrered into rhe work enthusiastically
enough,  though i t  soon bored h im. Ear ly  in  rhe fa l l  o f  r87r ,  he
informed his mother that "working at a desk" just did not agree with
him "as well as knocking around in rhe mounrains of the Caucasus"; a
few months later he told his older sisterJennie rhat he knew "very well"
that his "true vocation [was] rhar o[an explorer."5lSoon he was formu-
lating plans that would furnish both new advenrures and material for
lectures and articles or books. During five years residence in Medina,
Kennan devised at least hve schemes designed to take him abroad on
some exotic enrerprise-such as exploring the area east of rhe Dead Sea
for the Palestine Exploration Sociery, or serving as a special correspon-
dent with the Russian expedirion to Khiva in Cenrral Asia for any one of
the major New York newspapers. All of his schemes failed because he
was unable to secure the necessary hnancial backing and he had no
means of his own to draw on, especially afrer the l lnancial crisis of r873
and the ensuing depression. t2

T H E  D T S S A T I S F A C T I o N  w i t h  b a n k i n g  a s  a  p r o f e s s i o n ,  h i s  b r o t h -
er's morose disposition afrer r873, brought on by the severe business
depression of the mid-r87os, and a thwarted desire to pursue a l irerary
career based on exploration: all worked against Kennan's happiness.sl
An added source of misery was the dearch of intellectual stimulation in a
small town; early in r87z he srated flarly: "If i t were nor for books I dont
believe I could l ive in a rown like this a week."54 Books became
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Kennan's relat ionship with the society had begun in December

r8;1. when he had del ivered a lecture on the Caucasus before rts

members. Subsequently, he became fr iends with Charles P. Daly, chief

just ice of the Court of Common Pleas of the City of New York, and

president of the American Geographical Society. Judge Daly was insrru-

menral in introducing Kennan to the kind of society that provided the

intel lectual st imulat ion that he had found so scarce in Medina. Prin-

cipal ly through Daly, Kennan became acquainted with many outstand-

ing scientists, government of icials, l i terary men, publ ishers, and jour-

nal ists, and he spenr many plcasant evenings in the company of the chief

just icc, both in his home and at the staid old Century CIub where the

judge was a prominent member. He had enrered the domain of the

"educated, well-bred, old-Amcrican upper class."67

Among thc l i terary f igures Kcnnan met in New York was Bayard

Taylor, who l ived rhcrc for two years beforc lcaving for Berl in in the

spr ing  o f  r f lT f l  to  sen 'e  ou t  h is  l i fb : i s  Un i tcd  Sta tes  min is te r  to  Gcr -

many. Enjoying his rolc as a savant who oftcn befr iended and encouraged

aspir ing young writers during his stay in New York, Taylor fbund

Kennan an eager neophytc. He told the young man much about Russra

and the American diplomatic corps in St. Petersburg during his tenurc

there as secrctary of legation in r lJ(rz 63, and introduced him to Prof.

H. H. tsoyesen, professor of German at Corncl l  University and transla-

tor of Turgenev.6s The combination of such acquaintanccs, the renewal

of his l i terary ambit ions, and the moderation of his rel igious torment

served to focus Kennan's energies oncc again on Russian topics.

T'he resurgence of that intercst rcce ived further impetus from the

fr iendships that Kennan made in the Russian community in New Ytrrk.

Even though before the r88os the number of Russians in America was

small ,  he sought out those * 'ho u'ere in Ne*'York, becoming a regular

visi tor at the receptions of Father Bjerr ing of the Russian Orthodox

Church near Second Avenue and Fif t ieth Street. \When war threarened

between England and Russia in r871, Russian naval squadrons began

sail ing for neutral ports as they had done in r863, with one squadron

eventual ly anchoring in New York harbor. I ts o{f icers sometimes at-

tended Father Bjerr ing's receptions, and on one such occasion Kennan

made rhe acquainrance of some of them, including Prince Bariat insky,

nephew of General Prince Bariat insky, famous for his capture of Shamil

in the aforementioned last great batt le of the Russian conquest of the
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Caucasus in r819.r '9 Kennan was impressed with the Russian of l icers,

enjoying severai pleasant visics s'ich them aboard rhe Suetlana, flagshrp

of the squadron. Once, he even met Grand Duke Constantine, nephew

of Tsar Alexander I I .70 Unfortunately, there is very l i t t le evidence

concerning those meetings; Kennan's mention of them in his correspon-

dence leaves the impression thar they were brief and inconsequential

even i fpleasant. Yet such acquaintances must surely have strengthened

his already fr iendly disposit ion to Russia.

s ' I ' I  LL  a ' l  leas t  par t l y  t rue  to  h is  vagabond ins t inc t ,  Kennan a lso

cnjoycd the socicty of lcss fortunate inhabitants ofthe city, among thcm

John Metcalf,  an art ist from Sandusky, Ohio, v" 'ho suffered from schizo-

phrenia. Metcalf  had boarded with the Kennans years befbre while

working in Norwalk, and he and the young Kcnnan had bccome fast

fr icnds. Kcnnan's gencrosity now supported the penniless Metcalf fbr

over a year in New Y>rk, although Kennan himself sometimes earned

barcly cnough to support himself.  In rcturn, Metcalf  provided st imulat-

ing  conversa t ion  dur ing  h is  lengthy  per iods  o f  s tab i l i t y .Tr  He a lso

introduced Kennan to Jerry McAuley's mission house where Kennan

became a frequent visi tor.

Jcrry McAulcy's mission was locatcd in the worst slum on the

Lower East Side of New York, on Water Street, near rhe Fulron Street

Ferry. McAuley 'x 'as a refbrmed thief and r iver piratc who conducted a

nightly prayer meeting where many of thc miscrablc inhabitants of rhc

area sought salvation. Kcnnan at l i rst was reluctanr to join Metcalf  on a

visit  to thc mission, but aftcr oncc consenting he became a regular

v is i to r  h imse l f .

The spectacle of thoroughly degraded human beings baring rherr

souls at the meetings usually moved Kennan to tears, a condit ion he

afterwards declared to be unusual for him.t2 In a larer analysis of the

meetings, he pointed out that he l i rst wenr out of curiosity, " in the

capacicy of an interested but u'hol ly dispassionatc observer of human

li fe."rr \ i7hat especial ly had impressed him about the meetings was rhe

absolute sincerity ofthe part icipants and the absence ofrevival isc tacclcs

designed ro st ir  the emotions. I t  seemed to Kennan rhar rhe emorion of

the confessed "sinners" emanated from the depchs of rheir souls without

being prompted by an atmosphere of rel igious zeal or excessive emo-

t ional ism. He recal led that l istening to the cries for help of those
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friends and family back home, so the added drama in it is nor surprising. See
above, p. 19. $?hat is surprising is that he fol lowed the account in this letter
rather than his journal when he wrote the book. I f i t  does not indicate del iberare
aiterat ion of the facts, i t  certainly indicates carelessness.

31. Kennan, knt Life, pp. v-vi i .

 6. MS packet enti t led "Two very torn Ms of old lectures," GK MSS, LC,
Box 73. The lecture conraining this quotation is obviously the one he enti t led
"Vagabond Life in Eastern Europe" (hereafter cited as GK, MS Lecture, "Vaga-

bond Life").

37. Ibid. For more on his defense of this method see GK ro his mother.
November  19 ,  r812,  GK MSS,  LC,  Box  r  3 .

38. GK, MS Lecture, "Vagabond Life"; GK, MS Aurobiography; frag-
ment o[ a letrer probably writ ten to his family [July r87o; dated later by
someone as  " r87o" l ,  GK MSS,  LC,  Box  r3 .

39. GK, MS Lecture, "Vagabond Life"; George Kennan, 'A 
Journey

Through Southeastern Russia," Journal of the American Geographical Society of Neu,
York t5 (r[3[33):u 91-95 (hereafter ci ted as Kennan, "Journey Through South-
eastern Russia"). This lecture, del ivered before the Geographical Society and
later publ ished in i ts journal, is very similar to the MS lecrure and probably
used the lattcr as a basis.

4o. GK, MSJournals of the Caucasus Trip, rt l7o, z vols.,  GK MSS, LC,
Box r9 (hereafter ci ted as GK, MS Caucasus Journals).

4 r .  GK, MS Autobiography. Other than Abaza, Kennan only mentioned
among his off icial fr iends Gen. Konstantin Nikolaevich Shelashnikov, and his
aide, a Gencral Kukcl.  Shelashnikov was the mil i tary and civi l  governor of
Irkutsk, rt l65-8o, and Kukel was his chief of sraff.  They had befr iended
Kennan on his l i rst visir to Irkutsk in rU68. See Kennan, 

' Ient 
Lfe, pp. 46r-

7o. No evidence was found to indicate the exact extent of his contacts with
Russian ol l ic ials in this period, although he frequently al ludes to rhe cordial
nature ofthe relat ionships and cerrainly he was more than a sl ight acquaintance
of the Abaza family.

42 .  Ent r ies ,  September  r4 ,  October  ro  (O.S. ) ,  rz  (O.S. ) ,  r87o,  GK,  MS
Caucasus Journals.

43 GK, MS Lecture, "Vagabond Life." The fact thar rhis discussion was
not recorded in a journal or letter as a more immediate impression raises rhe
question of i ts value as a measure of Kennan's arr irude on rhar tr ip. Although he
was del ivering rhis lecrure as early as rhe lecture season of 187:-73, this
manuscript was very obviously not al l  wri t ten at the same t ime, indicaring rhat
he may have revised ir, *'hich seems very iikely as he delivered it as late as
r9oo. 'Address 

Book and Schedule of GK Lecture Tours," GK MSS, NypL.
Given Kennan's later vie*s, i t  seems probable rhat the manuscript was writ ten
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early in the r 87os and is a fair indication of the type of impression the episode

made on him. I t  is also possible that i t  was taken from a iournal or letter no

longer extant. This would, of course, increase i ts value. In either case, i t  is

credible evidence.

44. This can be inferred from remarks in his Caucasian Journals, but

Kennan crystai l ized his admirat ion in art icles publ ished a few years later. See

especial ly George Kennan, "The Mountains and Mountaineers of the Eastern

Caucasus," Joarnal of the American Geographical Societl of Neu'York 1(r87 l:r69-

91 (hereafter ci ted as Kennan, "Mountains and Mountaineers"); and "Unwrit-

ten Literature of the Caucasian Mountaineers," Lippincotrr zz (October r l l78):

$l-46; (November rt37ft):17r-8r (hereafter ci ted as Kennan "Unwrit ten

Literature"). See also Kennan's art icles on the Caucasus published years later:
"An Island in the Sea of History: The Highlands of Daghestan," Natianal

G eographic z4 (October r 9 r 3): r o87- I r 4o ; "A Tenth-Century Barl>arian," O ut-

k tok  t  r1 (May 24 ,  t916) :zo1 7 ;  and "Murder  by  Adat , "  Oat look  r  r1  (June 23 ,

t9 r6) :417 82 .

4t GK, MS CaucasusJournals, passim; Kennan, "Mountains and Moun-

ta ineers , "  p .  r78 ;GK to  R ichardJ .  Bush,  November  r9 ,  r87o,  inSan Franc is t , t

Dai\ Alta Califctrnia, January zq, t81 | , p. 2 . In this letter to his old Siberian

comrade, Kennan cxuberantly exclaimcd that he hacl "never been in a country

that interested me as much as this," and that only "deep snow has driven me out

of thcsc glorious mountains. "

46 .  Enr ry ,  October  z ,  r87o,  GK,  MS Caucasus  Journa ls ,  vo l .  r .

47. Kennan's acceptance of the Russian presence as a civi l iz ing, posit tve

inl luence may be inferred from remarks rn GK, MS CaucasusJournals, but his

v iew on th is  i s  c learer  in  Kennan,  "Unwr i t ten  L i te ra tu re , "  pp .4 lU i9 ,447;
and "Mounta ins  and Mounta ineers .  

'  
pp  I76  z l ,  r8 r - f l l ,  189-92.  In  bo th

these artrcles one senses a deep admirat ion for conquerors and conquered al ike,

but on balance Kennan clearly bel ieved Russia the superior civi l izat ion. For

further evidence, writ ten later, see belo*,,  pp. 1) i8.On Kennan's admiratton

of the natives of northeastern Siberia see above, pp. 22-21.

48. MS Chronology of GK; Tbledo (Ohio) Blade, January 2.1, r87 r , in GK

MSS, LC, Box 1z; I-aaisui l le (Kentucky) DemoL'rat, February r4, r87r, rn

Scrapbook of Early Lecture Notices; Cincinnati Connercial , February r o, r 87 r,

in  ib id .

49. Cincinnati  Gazette. February ro, r87r, in Scrapbook of Early Lecture

Notices.

1o .  GK to  Hat t ie  Kennan,  October  2 . , ,  r86q,  GK MSS,  LC,  Box  ro ;  GK

to  h is  fa ther ,  August  26 ,  1869,  ib id . ,  Box  r3 ;  GK to  h is  mother ,  August  7 ,
r87r, ibid. See also notes on envelope containing GK to his mother, Octo-

b e r  r ,  r 8 z r ,  i b i d .
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1r .  GK to  h is  mother ,  October  r ,  r87r ,  GK MSS,  LC,  Box  13 .  For

similar feel ings later, see draft of a letter from GK to Mary Hinman, Octo-

ber  r3 ,  187.3 ;  and dra f t  o f  a  le t te r  f rom GK to  Grover  C.  H inman,  [ r8Z l ] ,
ibid.,  Box 6. The letter toJennie quoted above was undated, unsigned, and

bore no salutat ion. Someone had dated i t  later as "r873." Internal evidence

shows that i t  was writ ten sometime beforeJune r 872, either to his mother or to

Jennie. The style is more l ike that used in his letters toJennie. The handwrit-

ing is unmistakably Kennan's. The letter is in ibid.,  Box r3.

12 .  GK to  h is  mother ,  May rz ,  r872,  GK MSS,  LC,  Box  19 ;GK to  Lena,

February  16 ,  r811,  ib id . ,  Box  16 ;GK to  A lvan S.  Southwor th ,  November  23 ,

r873, George Kennan Correspondence, Archives of the American Geograph-

ical Society, New York; Charles P. Daly, President o[the American Geograph-

ical Society, "Annual Address," Journal of the Anterinn Geographical Society of Neu'

Yark  1  ( r814) :7 t .

t  j .GK to  h is  fa ther ,  August  rz ,  r871,  GK MSS,  LC,  Box  16 ;  Novem-

ber  zz ,  1871,  ib id . ,  Box  r l ;  GK to  Lena,  Fcbruary  5 ,  1876;  Fcbruary  16 ,

r f t 7 7 ,  i b i d . ,  B o x  1 6 ;  F e b r u a r y  r 3 ,  1 8 7 5 ,  i b i d . ,  B o x  r 5 ; G K  t o  h i s  m o t h e r ,

[August  z ,  1817) ,  ib id . ,  Br>x  56 .

t4  IGKtoJenn ieKcnnan,  car lv  r87z ] ,  ib id . ,  t sox  r  j .  Seea isoGKtoh is

mother ,  March  29 ,  r873,  ib id .

15. The fol lo* ' ing analysis is based on thrcc l ists of books rcad in Medina,

t81 r -7(t,  in GK MSS, LC, Box 16. Thc l ists arc not datcd and no rcason is

givcn for their existence.

56. Even i f  the l ists referred to in n. 55 are incomplete, i t  is highly

doubtful that Kennan had the t ime to read much more than the l ists include;

after al l ,  he was working ful l- t ime at the bank and iecturing whenever possible.

17. Paul F. Boller, Jr., Arnerican Thoaght in T'ransition: 7'he Inpact of

Evoltt t ionary Nataral isn, t8(t5-t9oo (Chicago, r969; reprint ed., Lanham,

M d . ,  r 9 t 3 r ) .

18 .  GK to  h is  mother ,  May r : ,  r i t7z ,  GK MSS,  LC,  Box  19 ;copy  o f  GK

to his cousin Kossuth Kent Ke nnan, Christmas r9 r6, in possession ofJeanette

Kennan [Mrs. Eugene] Hotchkiss, Highland Park, I l l inois.

59. GK to Mary Hinman, draft fragment of a letter, June z, r873, GK

MSS, LC, Box 6. Because this draft * 'as incomplete, i t  may never have been

sent, but i t  indicates much about Kennan's state of mind during his l i rst two

years in Medina. There are several draft fraglments to Mary Hinman (in ibid.)

which are useful in this regard. For a good retrospective view ofhis preoccupa-

t ion with rel igious questions u'hi le in Medina see GK to his mother, [wri t ten
sometime after his return from Russia in r8861, ibid.,  Box 6o. For another

retrospective view written nearly half a century later, see copy of GK to his

cousin, Kossuth Kent Kennan, Christmas 1916, in possession of Jeanette
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described in this letter. See ryped copy, GK to Lena [May 1878; incorrectly
da ted  la te r  " rS t l " l ,  ib id . ,  Box  r5 .  The quota t ion  concern ing  the  k ind  o f
society that Kennan began to enjoy in New York is from the work o[ his
dist inguished cousin, former Ambassador to the Soviet Union, George Frost
Kennan, Su,)et-Arterican Relat ir tns, rgrT-r()2o. z vols. (Princeton, r956-18),
z:2,29 (hereafrer cited as G. F. Kennan, Sot,iet-Anerican Re/ations). The reference
was a general one regarding the kind ofopinion that the elder Kennan ref lected;
i t  did not speci l ical ly refer to New York in this period.

68. Journal fragment, August 1, r876, GK MSS, LC, Box 89; typed copy
of  a  le t te r  f rom GK to  Lena [May r8 ; t ] ,  ib id . ,  Box  r5 ;GK to  Lena,  I r87 t3 ] ,
ibid.,  Box 6o. I t  is possible that Kennan kneu'Taylor befbre he went ro New
York. In a letter to Lena, u'r i t tcn very soon after his arr ival,  he describcd a
recent visi t  to the (-entury Club n, i th Judge Daly and he mentioned seeing
Bayard raylor among others * 'hom he already knew. The avai lable evidence is
not f lurther enl ightcning on this point. See GK to Lcna, typed copy, June 1,
I t t 7 6 ,  i b i d . ,  B o x  r 5 .

69 .  GK to  Lena,  [ two le t te rs  dared la rer  "  r  U l l " ] ,  GK MSS,  LC,  Box  r : .
Incomplere typcd copies of these arc also in ibid.

7o. GK to Lena, [Apri l-N{av r l . l7 7 ;  incorrectly dared larer as " r [37 [ i" ] ,  GK
MSS,  LC.  Box  r1 ,  GK to  h is  mother ,  May 17 ,  r i377 ,  ib id . ,  Box  16 .

7r. Gcorge Kennan, "John Henclerson, Arr ist.  A psychological Study
from Lifc," Centtry 47 (November rt lg j) :57-7 r.  Kennan altercd more than
Mercalf 's name in preparing this skctch. The basic fhcts of Metcaif 's origins as
well  as his condit ion and Kennan's assisrance may be fbund in GK ro Jennic
Kennan,  March  27 ,  1877,  GK MSS,  LC,  Box  16 ;  GK to  h is  mother ,  [Au-
gus t  2 ,  r t377 l ,  ib id . ;  GK to  h is  mother ,  October  r ,o ,  1871 ,  ib id . ,  Box  r1 .
AIso, this story in the sketch of Metcalf  in \Washington later on is not ful ly
cor robora ted  in  GK toJenn ie  Kennan,  Apr i l  1 ,  r t l t35 ,  ib id . ,  Box  16 .

7u .  GK ro  h is  mother ,  I r87 ; ;  incor rec t ly  da ted  la rer  as  " r876"1 ,  GK
MSS, LC. Box r.3. See also GK, MS Autobiography.

7 j .  GK, MS Autobiography.

l+. Ibid. There is a lengthy section in this devoted to "Jerry McAuley's
Prayer-Meeting." Alrhough i t  is retrospective, rhe basic feel ings expressed in i t
are corroborared by tu,n lengthy letters which probabli' formed rhe basis for this
section ofhis autobiographl ' .  See GK to Lena, Ir877; incorrectly dated later as
r8761, GK MSS, LC, Box 56; fragment of a letter from GK to his mother,
I r877;  incor recr lv  da ted  la rer  as  r8 t6 ] ,  ib id . ,  Box  r3 .  In  the  MS Aurob iogra-
phy, Kennan dates the 6rst tr ip ro rhe mission in the summer of r876, but he
did not encounrer Metcalf  in New York unti l  March r 877, so ir  must have been
the summer of 1817. For the l i rst meeting with Metcalf  in New york, see GK
toJenn ie  Kennan,  March  27 ,  r877,  GK MSS,  LC,  Box  56 .  The account  in
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mained l imited. He simply was not able in this period to earn a l ivrng

from wricing, and was forced ro rely on orher means, including lectur-

ing. During the r87os his repertoire consisted of four lecrures based on

his two tr ips to the Russian Empire, al l  of which were basical ly trav-

elogues, relat ing personal adventuies and descript ions of people, cus-

toms and geography. I  They contained information rhar even scientists

cou ld  6nd in reres t ing ,  bu t  as  in  the  pas t ,  h is  p r imary  purpose conr inued

to be entertainment. The lectures rarely included any discussion of

pol i t ical matters, although his respect for the Russian Elovernmenr as

well  as his great admirat ion for rhe Russian people were obvious. He

now often omitted cven the brief commenrary on thc exi le system rhar

hc had usually included in the second Siberian lecture during the season

of  1869-7o. r  A f te r  a l l ,  i t  had  been on ly  a  d ig ress ion ,  eas i l y  d ispensed

w i t h .

As earl ier, Kennan's lectures continued to rcccive consistcntly

favorable reviews, bur the size of his audiences rarely matched the

measure of the rcviewers'generosity. At least once, in the small  town of

Canandaigua, Ncu' York, the local lccture manaller cancel led his ap-

pearance because so feu'people had asscmbled to hear his lecture.J Yet

he did conrinue to develop his reputation among scientists, del ivering

two lectures before the American Geographical Society, in r873 and

1876.1  Kennan was nor  one o f  the  s ta rs  o f  the  c i rcu i t ,  bu t  he  was

respccted by men of inrel l igencc and accomplishment and he was pa-

t iently conhdent that success u'ould fbl low if  only he persevered.5

Besides, lccturing s/as not his chief ambir ion; he was using rhe lecture

c i rcu i t  to  suppor r  l i re rary  ambi r ions . ( '

After moving to New York, Kcnnan had hoped ro increase his

l i terary production. G. P. Purnam, who had published 
' , [ent 

Life m

Siberia, had shown an inrerest in publ ishing the book he was planning to

write on the Caucasus, and Kennan inrended the connecrion with

Putnam to lead to the publicarion of a series of his books, as well  as

serving to introduce him in New York sociery.T Purnam's death in r87z

had dealt a serious blow to his hopes, and whatever i ts effecc general ly on

his career, Kennan never publ ished a book based on his travels in rhe

Caucasus.

Characterist ical ly, he persevered, Gnally publ ishing an art icle in

two parts in Lipfuncott 's Llagazine in the fal l  of r878.8 In that arr icle,
"Unwrit ten Literature of the Caucasus," he examined the popular l i tera-
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ture unique ro the Caucasus, including "rhe stories, songs, anecdotes,

and burlesques which bear the pecul iar impress of their [ the moun-

taineersl own character."e I t  was a srudy of both the oral and wrirren

expression of the Caucasian mounraineers, and ir evinced a profound

admirat ion for the highlanders and their " l ierce, indomicable, spir ir  of

heroism." Kennan's admirat ion was expressed in a r ichly metaphorical,

yet straightforward narrat ive style. Beginning tr. ' i th a depict ion of the

region that emphasized i ts remoteness and exoricism, he proceeded ro

evoke symparhy and respect for the primit ive mountain du'el lers oy

describing and excerpting a judicious choice of rheir shorter l i terary

forms.

In this arr iclc u'c again encounrer rhc paradoxical facr thar Kcn-

nan's regard for the mountaineers was bascd part ial ly on rheir unsucccss-

ful struggle against Russian expansion, v"hi lc ar the same t ime he

remained convinced that the Russian advance was a posir ive facror in the

spread of civi l izat ion. After relaring u'hat hc tcrmed "the real ly noble

proverb, 
'Heroism 

is paticncc for onc momenr morc," '  hc declared:

No * 'ords could bettcr cxpress the steady courage, the uncon-

querab le  fo r t i tudc ,  thc  p rouc l .  s i lenr  endurance o f  a  r ruc

Caucasian highlandcr. At al l  r imcs and uncler al l  circum-

s tanccs ,  in  pa in ,  in  per i l  and  in  the  hour  o f  dca th ,  he  ho lc ls

with unshakcablc courage to his manhoocl ancl his purposc.

D ie  he  w i l l ,  bu t  y ic ld  never .  The dcspcra te  l i f t y  years 's t rug-

gle of the Caucasian mountaineers u' i th thc bravest armies

and ablest commanders of Russia is only a long blood-

i l lumina ted  commentary  upon th is  one proverb . ro

That is quintessential Kennan commenrary; yer ar rhe same rime he also

believed that "the rude and archaic systems of customary law which

prevai led everywhere [ in the Caucasus] previous to r86o" r 'ere being

slowly supplanted by the " less summary but juster processes of European
jur isprudence. " l r  In  o ther  * 'o rds  rhe  " l ie rce ,  indomi tab le ,  sp i r i t  o f

heroism" of the highlander had i ts negative aspecrs, and rhe spread of

the civi l iz ing inf luence of Russian aurhoriry q, 'as necessary to check those

more brutal aspects of the mountaineer's sociery.

T H E  B A C K G R o U N D  t o  K e n n a n ' s  d e f e n s e  o f  t s a r i s c  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y

was the steady Russian advance into both Central Asia and Easr Asia,
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which was a vital parr of rhe process of European expansion, as was the
aggrandizing porenrial of Russia in the Balkans. The Brit ish possession
of India made ir an imperarive of Brirish policy that the Romanov
double eagle be kepr our of those portions of rhe dererioraring Ottoman
Empire that could rhreaten the Brit ish "l ifeline" to India. Anglo-
Russian rivalry was rhus a central feature of the Eastern Question in the
nineteenth century. Furthermore, Russian expansion into Cenrral Asia
could pose an even more direcr rhrear to the heart of rhe Brit ish
Empire.r2 It is thus scarcely surprising thar in Brirain "there developed
early in the nineteenrh century an antipathy toward Russia which soon
became the mosr pronounced and enduring element in the national
out look on the wor ld abroad."r r

At the same time, relarions between the governments of the
United States and Grear Britain were strained periodically unti l at least
the confederation of Canada in r86t, or rhe setclemenr of rhe Alabarua
claims in 1872, and evcn after rhat rime a residue of disrrust and
conflicting intercsrs remained unrii rhc turn of the cenrury. The srrain in
relations was nor enrirely the rcsult of imperialisr rivalry; it also had
much ro do with thc interplay of tensions resulting from the former
colonial rclationship. Yct most of the serious conflicrs berween the rwo
before the American Civil $Var were rhc resr.rlt of the consolidation and
expansion of their respecrive positions in Norrh America, and rhe
Brirish position during that confl ict was surely dercrmined in the l ight
of the competit ion poscd by an economically developing and consis-
tently expansionist United Starcs. Only u'hen splendid isolation had
placed an intolerable strain on Great Britain's security system could a
concentration of srrengrh against enemies and rhe requisite concomiranr
search for friends be undertaken, a situarion that did not occur unti l the
end of the cenrury. r ' i

On the other hand, airhough rhere were no serious conflicts of
interest between the United Srares and Russia uncil rhe closing years of
the ninereenrh century, after mid-century severai factors were working
ro undermine rhe rarher fl imsy foundarion of che Russo-American
friendship. As we have seen, Americans had regarded the Alexandrine
reforms of rhe r86os as a sign of the growth of l iberalism and the
beginnings of democracy in Russia. They were therefore somewhat
shocked at the excesses of Russihcation as practiced in Poland after the
rebell ion of 1861; such a policy seemed inconsistent with the spirit of
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the reforms. Then the increased revolut ionary terrorism of the r87os

turned the shock and horror into speculat ion that only intolerable

tyranny could provoke such activi ty. The status of the fr iendship thus

was less certain in the last quarter of rhe century, although i t  was

preserved at the f lovernmentai level unti l  the Anglo-American rap-

prochement .  r5

K E N N A N  F I R S T  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  o p i n i o n  o f  R u s s i a n  e x p a n s i o n  i n  a

series of letters to the editor of the Nea Ytrk Trihane. at the same t imc

that other serious chai lenges to thc Russian-American fr iendship were

beginning to appear in American newspapers and periodicals. His

init ial  letter appeared in February r [ i7 3, after the Russians had opened a

campaign in Central Asia against Khiva, an action thar increased Brit ish

apprehensions. Kennan came to the defense of Russian pol icy part ly

because he bel ieved that Bri t ish propagandists were responsible for the

prcss campaign to weakcn Amcrican fccl ings of fr iendship toward Rus-

sia, a concern that was a constant factor in his efforts to defend the

Russian posit ion during the r87os. He sought to make clcar to Ameri-

cans that Bri t ish antagonism toward Russia hacl no highcr motives than

Brit ish concern for lndia, and as a defense of Russian pol icy hc bricf ly

recountcd the hisrory of the cxpansiun of Russia into Central Asia,

point ing out that the Russian administrat ion of the area was spreading

civi l izat ion through education and economic development. A prorest

against such expansion u'as thus a protcst "against che advancc of

civi l izat ion."r( '  The 7'r ibrne highl ighted Kcnnan's "notable letter" in an

edirorial notc, r,r 'hich cleclared thac thcre was "scarcely a better authoriry

in  the  Un i tcd  Sta tes  on  th is  par r i cu la r  sub jec t . "  t r

In the letter Kennan had also declared that Russian pol icy in

Central Asia ref lected the same kind of "cnl ightencd and far-sighted

policy which marked her learl icr]  conquest of the Caucasus," a stare-

ment that he reiterated inJanuary r877, when war threatened between

Russia and Turkey. Earl ier, Serbia and Montenegro had unsuccessful ly

r isen in revolt against the Ortoman Empire, u'hich had raised tensions

among the European Powers. Their representatives subsequently met in

conference at Constantinople ostensibly to seek a resolurion of the

confl ict ing interests, though none v'ere prepared to f l ive much ground.

Kennan argued tha t  Russ ia  n 'as  acr ing  mere ly  as  the  de fender  o f  op-

pressed Christ ians in the Balkans, ,ust as rhey had entered the Caucasus
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only because mountaineers on piundering raids occasionally slaughtered
Christians in Georgia. Such a view of Russian policy might as easily have
come from Sr. Petersburg, and Kennan definitely intended ir as a
counterweight to Brit ish sraremenrs about Russian policy, u,hich he
consistently denounced as misleading propaganda. r8

InJuiy, after rhe war beru'een Rr.rssia and Turkey had begun, in a
lerrer to the Tribune he argued against the publicized possibil i ty of a
general insurrecrion against Russia by the mounraineers in the Cau-
casus, a sccondary bur vital rhearre of the war. A small-scale rebell ion
had already begun in Chcchenia and Daghesran, but Kennan's lerter was
wr i t tcn onJune r8,  bcfbre i t  n 'as c lcar  exact ly  hou'ser ious rhe upr is ing
would become. Hc believed rhat thc "enlightcned and far-sighted pol-
icy" of the Russians in the Eastern Caucasus had made their "moral

power" in the area "strong enough to hold in check cvcn rhe l lery
prompt ing of  rc l ig ious enthusiasm."  re

Kennan's vicn' <>f the situation was csscntially currcct, for the
sporadic revolts in Chechenia and l)aghcsran never dcveloped into a
general  upr is ing.20 For  our  purposes,  however,  rhe s ignihcance ofhrs
consistent support of Russian policy l ies not only in its accuracy, but als<r
in the fact that in cerrain circles Kcnnan already u'zrs regardcd as an
author i ty  on rhc subject ,  a  rar i ty  in  rhe Uni ted Statcs.  In  fact ,  he had
cven made an agreement *' irh the Nen \7rk 

'[r ibune 
ro furnish them wirh

\f, 'ar ncws translated from Russian papers, although that arrangemcnt
ul t imatc ly  f ia i led to matcr ia l ize. r  I

K I l N N A N  A S ' I . R A N S L A T O R

Anothcr of Kennan's concerns during rhe rt37os and rlJflos was rhe
American ignorance of Russian l irerature. At the rime there were few
English language rranslations o[ Russian authors available ro American
readers, and Kennan bclieved rhat such a dearth not only resulred in an
ignorance of Russian l ireraturc in the United Srares, bur bred a con-
tempt for it as well.:2 Turgenev u'as rhe firsr Russian aurhor ro be
trarrslated into English on a larl le scale, although in the lare r 87os only a
feu' of his works u'ere avail;rble in English translarions Kennan's con-
cern over the dearth of rranslations was compouncletl by [he poor qualiry
of many of those u'hrch did exist; he even described Eugene Schuyler's
cranslation of Fathers and Sons as "perfectlv barbarous."2l That srare of
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affairs upset Kennan because he wanred the great Russian authors to

command the respect among American readers that he felt  they so r ichly

deserved.

One way to remedy the situation was to provide more and better

translat ions; so he began ro translate Russian authors himself,  start ing

with a piece by Turgenev that he called lll-fated, which he completed in

May r877. Short ly before f inishing i t ,  Kennan told his mother that he

thought he could do better but, even as i t  stood, his work was better

than Schuyler 's translat ion of Fathers and Sons,ra Publishers apparently

did not share Kennan's self-evaluation;at least three refused the transla-

t ion ,  wh ich  was never  pub l i shcd.2s

Short ly afterward, Kennan unleashed part of thc pent-up frustra-

t ion caused by that rebuke in a review of Schuyler 's translat ion of

Tolstoy's The Cossacks. Privarely, he was deeply disturbed; hc told his

father that he bel ieved Schuylcr 's work was an injust ice to a great writer

and a misrepresenration of Russian l i terature to American readers. I t

was "worse than worthless"; indeed, as a Russian scholar Schuyler was "a

fraud," who "mangled and mistranslated" Russian authors.26

It is l ikely thar some of his vehcmencc was owing to thc fact that

Kennan was str iving for recognit ion while Schuyler was already an

establ ished authority. Schuyler 's work, including that translat ion of

Tolsroy, nearly always received high praise from American reviewers, a

fact that caused Kennan to emphasize in private correspondence that he

had no personal grudge against Schuyler; he even gave that as the reason

fbr not being more damaging in the review.27 On the other hand, he

hoped thar Schuyler would answer the review so he could "give him one

more  shot . " r8  Kennan 's  d r iv ing  ambi t ion  and compec i r i ve  sp i r i r  sure ly

inf luenced his feel ings, but he seems also to have been moved by a

genuinely deepseated concern over the effect of Schuyler 's work.

The disparagement of Schuyler 's translat ion appeared as a letter to

the editor in rhe Nez, York Tribune onJuly z7 , 1878. Afcer reviewing the

introduction of Turgenev to American readers, Kennan pointed out that

in Russia, Goncharov, Tolstoy, and Dostoevsky general ly were consid-

ered at least the equal of Turgenev. For thar reason he regretted that

Schuyler had chosen The Cossacks to introduce Tolstoy to American

readers. He bel ieved that i t  was "antecedently impossible" for any

translator to do just ice to such a work because of the dif{ iculty, i f  not

impossibi l i ty, of rendering the Cossack idiom into English. He pointed
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out that it was not a novel or even a story, "but a beautiful and artistic
study of Cossack life," and its admirable features were the most difficult
to preserve in translation: "its naturalness and fidelity, its perfect repro-

duction of Cossack idioms and slang, and its delineation of Cossack
character." Furthermore, Schuyler had not done "even such scanty jus-

tice as might be done" to the sketch; indeed, said Kennan, it was
"impossible to read a page of Mr. Schuyler's cranslation without disap-
pointment and regret." He then presented a number of examples and
linally concluded with a disclaimer of any intent to do Schuyler "in-

justice or to throw undeserved discredit upon his work." Nevertheless,
it seemed "unfair" for "one of the first novelists of Russia" to be "so

carelessly treated" in a way that so completely misrepresented his work
to the American public.2e To Kennan's great disappointment Schuyler's
reply was mild and concil iatory, which in effect prohibited any retort on
his par t .Jo

Soon afterward Kennan failcd in his second attempt to publish a
translation of his own, a selection from Dostoevsky's Crime and Punish-
ment, which he had first discovered during the summer of r877.r' By
the following summer he had completed the translation of a portion of
the novel that he entit led "Titular Counsellor Marmaladof."l2 Although
it was never published, in April r884 he used it as the central subject in
a lecture on Russian l ireraturc. Delivered before the \Tashington Liter-
ary Society, the lecture was a success, and so Kennan promoted Russian
literature among a restricted but important audience, even though he
was unable to find a publisher for his translations.l l

A R C T I C  E X P L O R A T I O N

After he moved to Washington in November r878 Kennan's published
output for attribution ceased for a while. He wrote a great deal as an
anonymous reporter for the Associated Press, but it was not unti l public
interest in Arctic exploration was aroused that he began to write over his
signature again. Beginning in November r88o, he wrote a series of
letters on Arctic matters to che Nezl York Herald, che newspaper mosr
interested in Arctic expeditions because of its involvement in backing
such projects. Prominencly displayed in rhe Herald, the letters did much
to publicize Kennan's expertise on Siberian matters.

The first major American involvement in Arctic exploration came
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Arct ic held for the explorer, he brief ly recounted much of the informa-
t ion about the tr ip and then went into a lecture centering on the close
of the expedit ion and his advenrures while returning to European
Russia. A more derai led version o[ this is in GK MSS, LC, Box 68,
and is unti t led. I t  closely resembles the sections added to the rgro
edirion of Tent L{e in Siberia. chaps. 36-,1 r .

I I I .  For the Caucasus lecture, see Kennan, "Mounrains and Mountain-
eers." A complerely dif ferent version of this lecrure given during this
period is GK, MS Lecture, "Lecture on Caucasus," GK MSS, LC, Box
63. Regardless of which one is consulted, the basic conclusions onc
must draw are thc same.

IV. For the "Vagabond Life" lecrure sec Kennan, "Journey Through
Southeastcrn Russia." Fr>r evidence that this is essential ly the same as
GK, lvIS Lecrurc, "Vagaboncl Life," sec the various MSS o[ these
lectures in GK, MSS, LC, Boxes 67 and 7j.  As latc as May r8t lz
Kcnnan was st i l l  rcferr ing to thrs lecturc as "Vagabond Life." On this
see GK to  Anna L .  Dawes,  May r9 ,  r i J8z ,  Dawes MSS.  I t  i s  l i ke ly
that he changed thc t i t lc zrnd rhc conrenrs ro solr lc extent * 'hcn he
presentcd this lecturc ro rhe Amcrican Geographical Socicty in No-
vembcr rf l t l  3, which is rhe published fbrm cited above, but thc
substancc rcmained thc same.

z. Certainry in this mattcr could bc real ized only i f  absolutcly rel iable
summaries of Kennan's second Siberian lecture u,crc avai lable for every occasion
on which he clel ivered rt .  The cl ipping f iom rhis pcriod in the Kennan Papers
speci l ical ly referr ing to his remarks on rhe exi lc system is from the Ino location]

Jorrna/ and Llerald. March zr, r [374, in Scrapbook of Early Lecrure Noticcs.
The many other cl ippings in the GK MSS, LC, do not refcr to any remarks on
the exi le system, thus srrongly sug1lesring that he frequently omitted the
remarks in the lecrurc from the t ime of his return from thc Caucasus in rf iT r
unti l  the lecture betbrc the American Geographical Society on February 24,
r  t J82 .

3. CiK to his mother, December 13, r87(r, GK NISS, LC, Box r 3. On that
occasion, Kennan remembered that he had sui lered the same lare in r116o rn
Lancaster, Ohio.

4. The lectures were Kennan, " lr{ountains and N{ountaineers," on Dccem-
ber  r6 ,  r873,  and "Dog-S ledgeJourney"  onJune r ,  r i l76 .  For  more  on  h is
success before the sociery in this period, see Alvan Southworth, secrerary ofrhe
Anerican Geographrcal Socrety, ro GK, May 26, rt375, GK MSS, LC, Box i ;
G K  t o  L e n a ,  I r 8 7 6 ] ,  i b i d . ,  B o x  r 5 .

1. Certain evidence thar Kennan v! 'as sri l l  relat ively unknown is the facr
that as late as rhe lecrure season of t883-8.1 he * 'as receiving only between $4cr
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and $ roo per lecture, a sum usually paid to " lesser Lghts" rather than "stars."

See the heading "GK. Lecture Dates," in the Card Index, a part ial  index to

Kennan's papers prepared by him and now in the reading room of the Manu-

scripts Division, Liblarl  of Congress.

6 .  G K  t o  h i s  m o t h e r ,  J a n u a r y  r 3 ,  r 8 7 3 ; J u l y  3 r ,  r 8 7 ( r ;  a n d  J u l y  2 1 ,

1 8 7 7 ; G K  M S S ,  L C ,  B o x  r J ;  G K  t o  h i s  f a t h e r ,  A u g u s t  r u ,  r t 3 7 1 ,  i b i d . ,  B o x

{ .
7.  GK to  h is  mother ,  January  r  o ,  I  872,  ib id . ,  Box  5( r ;  January  r  3 ,  r  1173,

i b i d . ,  B o x  r 3 .

8. Why Putnam's Sons did not publ ish the book is not clear. Kennan had

told G. H. Putnam in Julv r 8r: that he r,r 'ould havc a l inished manuscript that

Fa l l .  GK to  h is  mother ,  fAugust  u ,  r8 r7 ] ,  ib id . ,  Box  16 .  The nex t  news o f  h is

Caucasus work is a letter to Lena explaining that Dr. Holland <tf Scribner's hacl

turned down his art icle on the Caucasus and that he *,ould next try the Harpcrs.

GK to  Lena,  l fa l l  o f  r {377;da ted  by  someone la te r  on ly  as  " r f l77" ] ,  ib id .  Thc

art icle f inal ly appeared in two parts in Lippincott 's. in October and Novcmber

r [378. See Kennan, "Unu'r i t ten Lite rature." Kennan probably intenc]ed to wrrte

a ful l  account and have i t  publ ished by Putnam's Sons, becausc hc continued to

write about working on such a book throughout this period. See GK to Clara

Barton, December u 9, r882, GK MSS, LC, Box 1(r. Thc most l ikely cxplana-

t ion is that hc just never completed t l ie book; afrer al l ,  i t  never was published

and no extant MS was fbund. Much later, however, hc did publ ish scveral more

art icles. See above, chap. : ,  n. -1.1.

9 .  Kcnnan,  "Unwr i t ten  L i tc ra tu rc ,  
'  

p  .14o

r o .  I b i d .  ,  p .  4 4 1 .
r  r .  Ib id .  ,  p .  4a9.See a lso  above,  pp .  46-4 j .
rz .  On the  Angkr -Russ ian  r i va l ry  in  the  r l lTos  and i t s  impact  on  rc la t ions

between the great powers see Wil l iam Habberton, An,q/o-Rtssian Relat iuns

Concern)ng Afghanistan. r8' , t  r9o7 (Urbana, I l l . ,  r9.17), pp 9-413, t iz t l6;
\Wil l iam I-.  Langcr, Eurupe,zn A// iancet and A/ignntents. t8t t  r89o. zd cd.
(New York, rglo), pp. I  I  r8; Robert $Ti l l iam Seton-\07atson, Ditrael i ,  Glad-

ttane. attrl the Eastern Qtettinn; A Stu/1 in Diplt,naq and Partl Politics (Londctn,

I93t),  passim; Mihai lo D. Stoyanovich, The Great Pott 'ers rznd the Balkans.

r8z5- r8 ;8  (Cambr idge,  Eng land,  r9 .19) ;  B .  H.  Sumner ,  Rats ia  and the

Ba lkans ,  r8zo- r88o (Oxford ,  Eng land,  r93r ) .

r3. John Hor,r'es Gleason,'fhe Genesis oJ'Rassapht,bia in Great Britain: A

Sta$ ol the lnteraoian oi Poitct, and Opinirtn (Cambridge, -N{ass., r95o), p. r
(hereatier cited as Gleason, Genesis of Ratsopht,bia tn Great Britain). Because he is

quoted here ir  should be pointcd out that Gleason is concerned with the period

betv , 'een  r8 r1and r84r ,  a t ime in  q 'h ich  hebe l ieves  the  fo re ign  po l i c ieso f  the

t\r 'o governments s,ere essential ly harmonious. According to this view, the
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roots of Russophobia in Bri tain are not necessari iy found in imperial ist r ivalry
even i f that r ivalry exacerbated the feel ing later on.

r4. A straightforward survey of Anglo-American relat ions during the
nineteenth century is Harry Cranbrook Allen, Great Britain and the United
Statu: A Historl ,  of Anglo-American Relat ians (rt8I-r9jz)(NewYork, r911).

See also the perceptive srudy of the ef lect on Anglo-American relat ions o[ the
problems posed by Brir ish strategic r '" ,ar planning in the nineteenth cenrury,
Kenneth Bourne, Britain and the Balante of Pou er in N orth Anerica, r 8 r 5- r 9oB
(London, r961). A brief,  but perceprive survey, is Charles S. Campbell ,  Froz
Rerclntion to Rapprochentent; The United Stata and Great Britain, r783-rtloo
(New York, r9r4).

r 1. There is a dearth of serious scholarship devoted ro Russian-American
relat ions between the sale of Alaska in r{167 and the breakdown of fr iendly
relat ions at the turn o[the century. In fact, cxccpr for EdwardJ. Carrol l ,  "The

Foreign Relat ions of the Unired Stares with Tsarist Russia, r861 L;o," (Ph.D.

dissertat ion, Georgetos'n University, r95-3), onc is dependent upon rhe brief
account inJohn Lcq'is Gaddis, Rtstia, tbe Sat'iet Union, and tbe United States; An
Interpretit,e Historl, (Neu' York, r9713), pp zi 1z (hereafter cired as Gaddrs,
Ras.r ia), outdated survcys of Russian-American relat ions such as thosc of Bai ley,
Anerica Fates Rn.rsia. pp. r o8 6o; Fostcr Rhea Dulles, Road to Teheran; 

'l'he 
Story

of Rassia and America, t78r-rc1q3 (Princeton, r9.14), pp. 18 91; and Wil l iam
Appleman Wil l iams, Anerican-Rusian Relat ions. r78t r94u (New York,
r952), pp. z4 q1 (hcrcafrer ci tecl as $f l i l l iams, Anteri t 'an-Rusian Relat ions);and
on studies of the impact of one nation on anothcr, such as the highly biased
Max M. Laserson, 

'f 
he Anerican lntpart on Rassia-Diplonutic and ldeo/ogical-

t78q t9 r7  (New York ,  I95o) ,  pp .  29) -719 (herca f tc r  c i ted  as  Laserson,
American Inpact).

t6 .  Neu ' \7 rk ' f r ihane.  February  zz ,  t81  1 ,  in  GK MSS,  LC,  Box  79 .
r7 .  Ed i to r ia l ,  ib id .

rt i .  GK to editor, January z.z, t8l-1 ,  Neu YorkTribtne. January z,t ,  1817,
in  GK MSS.  LC,  Box  -1  - .

19 .  GK to  ed i to r ,  June r8 ,  1817,  Neu Yark  T i ibane.  J " ly  Z ,  f t j j ,  p  3 .
There is also a copy of this in GK MSS, LC Box 63, although Kennan
incorrectly indicates the date ofpubl icatron asJune r8, which was actual ly rhe
date the letrer was writ ten.

2o. The words "essential ly correct" are used here because Kennan did not
seem to be aware ofthe fact that even though no general rebel l ion took place,
the fear of rebeilion was srrong enough ro rie up enough rroops ro weaken the
Russian posit ion on the main front. On this, see \7. E. D. Al len and Paul
Muratoff, Caacasian BartleJields: A Hittnry of the \Yars an the Turco,Caacarian
Border ,  t8z8- r9zr  (Cambr idge,  Eng land,  r9 j3 ) ,  pp .  r l r -17 .
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zr .  GK to  h is  fa ther ,  J " ly  q ,  1877,  GK MSS,  LC.  Box  16 ;  GK to  h rs

mother, fAugust z, r8t1), ibid. The dif f iculty of obtaining Russian material

and his neu. '  job with Mutual Life probably completely torpedoed the scheme,

which was one of a series of attempts by Kennan to get on with the Tribane or

the Tinte.r.  GK to Lena, f lune r r,  18771, ibid.,  Box 11. That the job with

Mutual Life subsequently required more of his t ime than he anticipated is

obv ious  in  GK to  Lena,  I r8 r l ] ,  ib id .

zz. This is obvious from a variety of sources, but the one which sums it  al l

up is a typed MS of a lecture on "Theodore Dostoyefski," which Kennan

delivered befbre the rJTashington Literary Society on Apri l  5, rt t84, GK MSS,

LC, Box 66 (hereafter ci tecl as GK, MS Lecture, "Theodore Dostoyefiki").  1'he

lecture also included a general descriprion of late ninetccnth century Russian

l i tcrature . For the date of i ts clel ivcry see GK to his mother, Apri l  6, r t l f t4, GK

MSS,  LC,  Box  6o .

u 3. GK toJohn Foster Kirk, ed,i tor of Lippincttt ' r ,  as quoted in GK to his

mother, f iatcJuly or early Augusr r8f f ] ;  incorrcct ly dated by someone latcr as
" c a .  r l l 7 7 " l ,  G K  M S S ,  L C ,  B o x  r 3 .

2 .1 .  GK ro  h is  mother ,  May 17 ,  r f i77 ,  ib ic l . ,  Box  16 .
25. Although no letter of refusal u,as f irund, thcrc is ample evidence that

he sent i t  l l rst to Appleton's. Ibid.;  GK to Lcna, typcd copy oF letter, [M,iy
r t l77 l ,  ib id . ,  Box  r5 ;  GK to  Lcna,  [N{ay  r9 ,  r l l77 ] ,  ib id . ;  GK to  Lena,

f lunc r r,  r  8rzl,  ibid. In Jul l '  or very carly August the translat ion was turned

clown by the Harpcrs and hc indicated he would ncxt try Holt ancl Company. At

this pornt Kennan told his mother that i f  thcy rcjccted i t  he would send i t  to

her, although she might not care for i ts somberness:rnd dreariness. GK to his

mother ,  [August  z ,  1811) ,  ib id . ,  Box  56 .
26 .  GK to  h is  fa ther ,  Ju ly  z  j ,  r thu ,  ib id .

zr. Ibid. ;  GK to John Fostcr Kirk, ediror of LippinL' l l t ' t ,  ^s quotcd in GK

to his mothcr, l lateJuly or early August rt37t3; incorrectly dated by someone

la te r  as  "ca .  r l l77" l ,  ib id . ,  Box  r3 .  Kennan 's  ambi t ion  has  been exp lo red

prev ious ly ,  bu t  in  th is  connect ion  see a lso  GK to  Lena,  l )une r  r ,  r t l77J ,  ib id . ,

Box  r  1 .
28 .  GK to  Lena,  { la teJu ly  t t t78 l ,  GK MSS,  LC,  Box  r1 .

29. Neu York I ' r tbune. JuJy 2.1 , 1878, p. 6. The review was probably

printed as a letter to the editor so that i t  * 'ould appear over Kennan's name, not

the normal practice for revieu's at that t ime. Because of the importance of

Schuyler 's work, especral ly his biography of Peter I  (The Great) publ ished in

r884, i t  should be emphasized that Kennan was not alone in his opinion.
\While in St. Petersburg in Nfay r881, just befbre leaving for Siberia, Kennan's

negative assessment Fas strengthened by what the American secretary of

legation and others in St. Petersburg told him:

I O I
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N{r. Wurts [secretary of legatron] does not l ike him [Schuyler] at al l
and says he is untrustu'orrhv and unprincipled. He does nor think
rhat he [Schuyler] q'ould be received by the Russian government in
any diplomatic capacity. His book on Turkestan is regarded by the
Russians as unfair and misleading and his reputation here is gener-
al ly bacl.  Mr. \Wurts sa1's furthermorc that Schuylcr was recal led from
the posit ion ofConsul General at Consrantinoplc at the requcst ofthe
Turkish Governmenr, ancl that the question was seriously discussed
thcrc whether he should not be expcl lcd ar z4 hor-rrs nt>t ice. He says
he knou:; this posit ivel l '  from the Turkish minisrer ar Romc u,ho was
present at thc counci l  of Turkish N{inistcrs *,hen rhe subjcct was
discussed. Mr. \7urts also savs that he bcl icvcs Schuylcr has worn in
Europc onc or t \  ro foreign decorarions, among rhcm thc cross of rhe
Lcgion of Honor, to which l-re frad no t i t lc and thar hc has inrr igucd
in a t lrscredirablc u'a1' to ger dccorations both in Clrcccc & in
Roumania .  ( ( lK  roLen i r ,  May 24 ,  r l3 l l5 ,  GK MSS,  LC,  I )ox  r3 . )

T'he year bcfore, u'hi lc Kcnnan u'as making his prcl iminary invcstigation,
Vurts hacl told him much gossi lr  abour various f irrmcr rncmbcrs of rhe Llnircd
States legation, rnclucl ing Schr-rvlcr, ancl this discussion in r l l t l l  wzrs a conrinl l .r-
t ion oi-rhat gossip. For rhc f irrn'rcr infbrmarion, scc ( lK to Lena, August z(r,
t t t f t4, CiK MSS, LC, Box r5. Leaving aside the tarct that \7urrs sccms to havc
l>een an incredible gossip, ir  shoulcl be norcd that Schuylcr prol>alr ly was
disl ikccl by the Russians and Turks in lzrrge rncirsurc l>ecirusc hc was candid in
his appraisals of condit ions, and onc has to u,onclcr u'herhcr Kcnnan's opinion of
Schuylcr altered somcu'hat af ler his ou,n journcv through Siberia in rt l f l l -
r  i l116, although there is no eviclencc in this regard.

lo. For Schuyler 's rcpl l ' .  sce Neu \ irk ' l ' r ibrtae, August 2, t iJTtl ,  p. 1. I . i rr
Kcnnan's ir t t i r l rdc, see GK to his f ir ther, Jul l '  . :  3, r u; lJ, GK MSS, LC Box 1(r;
and GK toJohn Fos ter  K i rk ,  as  quotec i  in  GK to  I - r i s  morhcr ,  I la tcJu ly  o rcar ly
A r . r g u s t  r [ i 7 f l ; r n c o r r c c t l v d a t e d b y s o m c o n e l a t c r a s " c a .  r l J l 7 " ] ,  i b i d . , B o x  r 1 .

3 r  GK to  Lena.  f ia re  N{av  orJunc  r l i rT ;  rhe  le t tc r  bcars  on ly  the  da tc
' ' r f lT l "  

pcnc i led  in  by  someonc la tc r l ,  ib id . ,  Box  56 .
, , : .  GK ro  h is  fa rher .  Ju l l '  z  3 .  r  l l : l l ,  ib id .  :  GK ro  h is  mother ,  I ia te  Ju ly  o r

car ly  August  r tJT tJ l  rncor rec t ly  da tcd  b l ,someonc ia tc r  as  "ca .  r l l7 r " ] ,  ib id . ,
l}ox r 1.

l3 GK, MS Lecture, "Theoclorc Dostol 'ef iki":  GK to l .r is morher, Apri l
6, rt3t i4, GK MSS, LC, Box (ro. Since Kennan \\ ,as nor grven ro roo much
exaggerario,n rcgarding his receptr,.rrs. rhis account rs probably essential lv
accuratc ancl indicates thar rn i tn irn[ '( /r tant l i terarv i i rclc hc q'as:rn eirr ly,
sucr-essfir l  |rom()rer of I tussian I i ter ir t l l rc.
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methods of the Russian governmenr, barbarous bv any ideal standard of
American democracy. As long as the r. iral inte resrs of the rwo narions

did not confl ict,  the problcm of u'hat moral rcslronsibi l i ry a "free"

people might have for an "oppressc,l" pcoplc cor-r ld be evaded, con-
fronted only pcriodical lv ul.rcn the papers u'erc hl led wirh news of a
pogrom aga ins t  Jervs  o r  : r  purpor tcc l  mr rssacrc  o iex i les . r2  A f te r  r9o3,
when Russ ian  po l i c ics  in  N lanchur ia  wcrc  per r -e ived  as  a  th rear  ro  v i ta l

Amer ican in tc rcs ts  a t  thc  s i rme t imc thar  v io lcnr  pogroms wcre  occur -
r ing in south\\ 'estern RLrssia. the morrr l  issuc ancl the qucstion of inter-
ests converged. The resiclual cff icrs u'ere enough ro cnsure thar Ameri-
can sympathv was dcciclet l ly anri-Russran u'he n uar began the fol lowing
year bctu'een Russia ancl Japan. The rhinking of mcn l ike Kennan had

prevai led.

Nor had Kennan rcsted his c:rse against t l -rc Russian laovernment.
In  sp i tc  o f  h is  ra rhcr  l im i tcc l  pub l i c l r , cxprcssed in rc resr  dur ing  these
years, Russian al lairs wcre ncver f irr  from his rhoughrs. In rgor he
returned to thc cmpirc in orcler ro meer u' i th opposir ion leaders and
obtain fresh material for neu'arr iclcs ancl lc<'tures. Undcr contract wirh
thc S. S. McClure Company on rhis occasion. ir  r , l 'as Kennan's f i frh
journey to the rsarisr cmpire: i t  also pruvccl to be his last. Inrercst ingry,
although he had been personzr non grara in Russia sincc the publicarion

of the Centurl 'series, u,hcn l .r is plans t irsr rook shapc he had nor anrici-
patcd any trouble, and had even pl irnnccl to takc Lcna along in ordcr to
show her  the  Cauc i rsus . r i  Larc r  hc  rhoughr  ber rc r  o f  i t ,  wh ich  u 'as  jus t  as
u'el l .  Having cntcrccl the cn.rpire u' i thout inci<lcnt thror-rgh Helsingfors
(present -c lay  Hc ls ink i ) .  l i n lanc l ,  he  soon a f tc ru 'a rc l  p roceeded ro  Sr .
Petcrsburg, u'herc his lr-rck ran our. \ i l /hcn Minisrcr of rhe Inrerior
Dmi t r i i  S ip iag in  l carncc l  o f  Kcnnan 's  p rcscncc ,  l . rc  o rdered the  un-
f r i cnd ly  journa l i s t  ro  l c i rvc  rhc  cm; r i re  i rnmed iare lv .  Kennan le f t  Russ ia
fo r  the  las t  t imc on  rhc  f i rJ lou ing  c la r , . , |u l r .  :6 .  on ly  four  weeks  a f te r  h is
arr ival .  r ' i

Alrhough disappl; i111g.1 irv his carlv fbrcc<l <leparture, and by rhe
facr thar he had visi ted onlv in Hclsingfirrs ancl Sr. Petersburg, Kennan
nevertheless had achieveci a consiclcrable amount. He had renewed
several old acquaintances. made a number of neu, ones, and col lecred
much material upon u'hicl .r  ro base a series of ecl i tor ials and a few signed
art icles during r9a2-1, u'hich as r l ,e have just seen rvere crucial years in
the  6na l  reshap ing  o f  Amer ican pub l ic  op in ion  o f  Russ ia .



3a2 Ciuilization Vrcm Barbaritm

r895-r9r4 (Phi ladelphia, r946), pp. 45-roo (hereafter cired as Zabriskre,
American-Russian Riualry). See also Howard K. Beale, Theodore Rctoseuelt and the

Rise of Anerica toWorld Pou'er (Balt imore, rql6), pp. 19)-99, z6z-61(hereaf-

ter cited as Beale, Theodore Roaseue/t); and Tyler Dennett, Rooseuelt and the Russo-

Japanese 
'\Var: 

A Critical Stud1, of Atterican Policl in Eastern Asia in r 9oz - 5 , Based

Primaril upan the Priuate Papers rf Theodnre Rootet,elt (Garden City, New York,

1925), pp. r r8-,14 (hereaFter cited as Dennett,  Roosetelt \ .  For a balanced study
of Russian pol icy in East Asia from the Russian point of vien',  see Malozemoff,

Rass)an Far Eastern Paliq. For a Sovict view, see L. I. Zubok, Ekspansionistskaia
politika SShA t' nachale XX *ka [Expansionist policies of the USA at the

beginning of the zoth centuryl (Moscou', r969) (hereafter ci ted as Zubok,
Ehspan:ionis ts kaia po/ i ti ka SS hA1.

9. Draft of GK to Lau'rence F. Abbott,  January 4, r9a4, GK MSS, LC,
Box 6; John Hay to Theodore Roosevelt,  Apri l  25, r9o3, John Hay Papers,

Library of Congress (hereafter ci ted as Hay MSS); Roosevelt to Brooks Adams,

July r 8, r903, Theodore Roosevelt Papers, Library ofCongress (hereafrer ci ted
as Roosevelt MSS).

to .  For  more  on  th is ,  see  above,  p .  :65 .

t r .  Noute  Vrent ia .  August  17 ,  l r ,  September  2 ,  J ,  r9o5;  Wi l l iams,
American-Ru.r.rian Relations. pp. 1t-4j; Laserson, Anerican lrnptzct, pp. j2j* jt;
C. C. Aronsfeld, "Jewish Bankers and the Tsar," Jeu,ish Social Stadiet ll (April

t97 1):81- ro4;Gary Dean Best, "Financing a Foreign lVar:Jacob H. Schiffand

Japan, r9o4 r9o1," AneritanJeu' ish Histarical Qaarterl l  6r (June r91z):1rt,

24. Interestingly, Sovier historians also blame American expansionism for the
deteriorat ion in relat ions in this period, and some of the bit terness felt  by
contemporary Russians carr ies over. Nikolai V. Sivachev and Nikolai N.
Yakovlev, Rassia and the United Statet. trans. Olga Adler Titelbaum (Chicago,

r979), pp. r[J-zo. Zubok, Ekspansirtnistskaia palitiha S.l/rA. passim.
r2 .  See espec ia l l y  S tu l ts ,  " lmper ia l  Russ ia , "  pass im.

r3 .  John S.  Ph i l l i ps  to  GK,  January  12 ,  r9a t ,  GK MSS,  LC,  Box  57  GK
to  Lena,  January  3o ,  r9or ,  ib id .

r4. For the circumsrances o[Kennan's expulsion from the empire, see GK
to  Min is rer  o f  In te r io r  Dmi t r i i  S ip iag in ,  August  t ,  r90r ,  ib id . ,  Box  rz ;and
also copy of GK to Ida Tarbel l ,  JuIy 29, r 9o r ,  ibid. ,  Box 17. State Department
records do not provide detai ls.

r1. For a summary of Kennan's connecrions on this tr ip, see ibid. For
detai ls, see his journal of this tr ip, ibid.,  Box z:;  numerous letters to Lena,
ibid.,  Box r 1; and other letters to Tarbel l ,  ibid.,  Box 57. Some of the letters to
Lena contain segments in cipher, the key to which may be found in Tarbel l  to
Lena, July r7, r9or, ibid. Kennan's good fr iend and correspondent N. M.
Iadrintsev had died in r895.



S E L E C T E D  B I B L I O G R A P H Y

\7tTH A FEw exceptions, the fol lowing l ist includes only works actual ly ci ted

in this study. The exceptions are a number o[art icles and short pieces writ ten by

George Kennan, several articles about Kennan, a fe'*' memoirs, and roughly a

dozen other art icles and books, al l  o[which were useful to the study, but not

actual ly ci ted in i t .  A few works of Kennan's are not included, as the source for

them was the col lect ion of Kennan Papcrs in the Library of Congress, which

contains numerous cl ippings of his art icles, unsigned Oatlook editorials and

editorial paragraphs, letters to editors, etc.,  as indicated in the relevant refer-

ence notes. That col lecrion is the r ichest source of material on Kennan's l i fe,

although the col lect ion in the Neu' York Public Library is highly signif icant,

even i f  much smaller.
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