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XXI

DIGORIA-BALKARIA (rgoz)

Khaussou - Stir-Digor, its origitz - Digor families - 't sacred tr.ee - Picture.squ.e

place-names - ,t ,irtir|"ll -bou!,l 
_ - Zstectli-antzekh - 'tn English turiter z'indi-

'cated 
- Karaoulha - Grrpt of the Dlhh-su - Ifuusp67ti - Ballarian families - Their

towers - Orrer sel)e, pottti J The ied limestunes - Tubenel - 't much-abuse4.g!f rt -

Tcheghem - The BaTlartikof t\wcr - Christian remains - Gorge of the Djilhi-su -

tlndromeda.

E now crossed the Ouroukh to the left bank, Ourousbi
snapshotting me on the bridge. We ro-de-uPstream with
gra;ite on ;ither side to where. Billaghi-k9*i:n came

steeply dorin, in a cascade of foam, reminding me-of the Fiume latte

below Vxlsnn2-rilhen it flows! But the surroundings were ugly-
the sides of the gully bare, of light-coloured earth stuck, like a half-

baked cake, wiih stones for plums, hardly relieved by a few small

hazel and berberis bushes. Th" foam turns to clear blue water in

the Ouroukh, but soon disaPpears in that turbid stream. Butterflies
were very noticeable. Red-admirals, Camberlr'ell Beauties, one

fine Apoilo, and, on a bare patch of earth, a grogq containing
dozens'of orangey Clouded-yellows surrounded by thirty.or forty

small Blues, juit as though ihey knew and approved the theory of

complementary colours. 
-The 

valley here was certainly not beau-

tiful to *y .y., though I have since seen it so described. A

slightly higher-level would probably make all the difference. The

ooit o( Akf,r*oo was out of sight high above us, Pines were becoming
numerous.

At rr.3o, having an easy day before us ryith lo-Pa:s to clin-rb, we

called 
" 

lirlt at Moika, a liitle ibove the infall of the Karagotlr-don,
a very beautiful spot-green, terraced meadows strewn lvith hlge,

fightlgrey, gneiss-graniie blocks and intersected by the tn'o rushing

to"rren"ts, [lacier-fed both of them. Looking back_north the vieu'

was still fl"i., .no.tgh; westward the land rose high alnrost imme-

diately ,bo,r. the Oiroukh; but south and south-\l'est \^rere wooded

slopes and narrow defiles and great rock peaks b-acked by glittering
mountains, with aridge to the eist so precipitous that it seemed almost

a miracle that the sn6w could cling ihere. From Moska the granite
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gave way to argillaceous schists-succeeded presently by the crystal-
line schists of the Main Chain.'

Riding on \,ve reached Khoussou at +.+S p.m., having taken it very
easily owing to the great heat and the fact that we had not far to go.
I was disappointed to find that the horses u'ere already showing signs
of exhaustion, for rn'hich there u'as hardly sufficient reason in the dis-
tances gone or the nature of the roads so far 11xys1sgd-sough and
steep they \4'ere, indeed, but they might have been worse. The
truth is that grain \l'as scarce and the system of hospitality made it
difficult to find a rernedy u,ithout giving offence. Birleylq'hich in
the Caucasus very con'rmonly takes the place of oats for horses-was
not yet cut at this elevation, though it looked ripe enough, especially
on the left bank of the river some way above Nloska, where its
golden terraces contrasting with emerald-green meadows on the
other bank, a forest-covered mountain beyond, and the great Tana
glacier backed by mighty Laboda (r+,t73 ft.) ahead of us-ali this
under a blue sky flecked with clouds-made up a scene of uncommon
beauty.

On the way Ourousbi had obtained the address of a man at
Khoussou u'ho would be certain to receive us hospitably. Soon
after crossing the Ouroukh we had met him, as it turned out on
inquiry. He rvas on his u'ay north, but begged us to go on to his
house rn'here his brother u'ould look after us meantime, and he
himself u'ould be back at night if only he could succeed in over-
taking some Kabardin friendJr,r'e had p"ss.d on the way and trans-
fer to them the business he had in hand. On arrival we met the
brother just a ferv yards fronr the house. He took our horses away
with hardly a word and u'e stood on the roqd, rather forlornly,
taiking to an old biind man for seven or eight minutes, thinking
ourselves for once rather badly treated. Then the brother came
back and led us into the fr.ounartskaya u'hen, to our surprise, the
blind man proved to be his father and the head of the family-which
would of cotirse account for the son's taciturnity in his presence. He
told us that he remembered seeing Shamil when he crossed the
Terek; he rvas then twelve years old, and that wasin r846; so that
he was sixty-eight now.

I(houssou stands barely 2 versts above Stir-Digor (Great Digor),
I ! 'avre, op, cit.,p. 52.
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the chief place in Mountain Digoria, the origin of q'hich according
to Pfaff rvas as follows:

When Tsargos, a semi-mythical hero, who rn'as searching for a
suitable place to settle in, lay one day on the ground tired out and
near to death from starvation, a black eagle flapped past overhead
carrying a megaloperdix in its claws and-startled at the sight of him
-dropped the bird at his feet. Giving thanks to God, Tsargos set-
tled on that very spot and brought thither migrants from other aouls.
His brother Shervash r,r'ent to Abkhazia and became the founder of
the princely family of the Shervashidze. Tsargos had three sons,
Karaboug, Tainraz, and Kantemir, from whom were descended the
existing families of the Karabougayeffs, Taimazoffs, and Kantemir-
offs, the terminations, of course, being Russian.r

Later, probably in the sixteenth century at earliest, came a
certain Badil from the famous city of X4adjar near the junction of the
Kouma with the Podkoumka on the northern plains, having with
him a band of fighting men carrying firearms, which until then were
unknown in Digoria. Badil succeeded in establishing a kind of
suzerainty over the Digorians, conditional, says popular tradition, on
his defending them against the raiding Kabarddns and Balkarians.
The oppressive rule of the Badilati was put an end to in r 78 r by our
'Anonymous', as related by him in his Tagebuclt of that year;2 but
their descendants, at the time f write of, still claimed superior rank,
though the Russian Government ignored their pretensions. The
Digorians speak a dialect of their own, differing considerably from
ordinary Ossetine, than rn'hich it is more primitive. The country-
roughly the basins of the Ouroukh and Dourdour-stretches from
the snows and glaciers of the Main Chain to the northern plains. To
the west is Balkaria, to the east the valley of the Ar-donl

In agreement with the above our new friends told me that the
'privileged' families in Digoria u'ere the Badilati and Sargashati,
to the latter of which they themselves belonged. They u'ere of
Georgian origin, from the Saourasidze (i.e. Shervashidze) family
of Letshora. This Digorian branch was entirely Mussulman; there

'  'Materials for the History of the Ossetines', in Gor.rvol.vrpp.84r85. Professor
Barthold (Encycl. of Islam, art. 'Abkhazia') tells us that 'about the ye r r32S the house
ofShervashidze (alleged to bedescended from the dynasty ofShirwan-Shah) was enfeoffed
with Abkhazia', which it ruled unti l 1865. " Pp. gg, ro3-2r.

s b
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were five households of them-two Karabougayeffs dwelling at Ak-
Sargheen, two Taimazoffs, and one Kantemiroff, these last three
at Khoussou. The rest of the population was Christian with the ex-
ception of two Sousrayeff families and a few houmags (semi-serfs)
equivalent to the kaadasariin Ossetia proper. 

-fhe Taimaz-avtzekh
(p.*) was called after the founder of the famil;r of that name who
entered Digoria over it. The fine glacier in vierv was the Tana Tsiti
- 'Tsi t i 'and'Tchete'meaning'glacier, '  said the old man, were one.
Our pass to Balkaria was the Astouli-avtzekh, 'Astouli 'being the
place just beyond (west of) the pass so called by the Balkarians, but
more of this presently. The Digorians, the Donifars people, and
those of Walla-kom-don (Aigamughi-don), were formerly all mutu-
ally hostile. He could not say what'Digor' meant, but he thought it
had reference to their dialect. According to him 'Godi-al'tzekh'

should be'Khobee-avtzekh'.
My eye was caught by the family gun, six feet five inches long

with a flint lock and ivory stock, inlaid with silver as the barrel was
with gold-very beautiful work, the fleur-de-lis being often repeated.
The barrel was round save for a very siight rise in the middle and
rifled inside with seven grooves. The stock was prolonged to the very
end of the barrel.

We lvere told that the octagonal tombs we had passed belonged to
the Koubateeyeffs, lvho olvned the great tower with battlemented
walls next it at-I think-\Iakhtchesk. One of them, Tazret, is
buried there.

llere too, as at Djirnee and elsen'here, they tell the time of year by
the points where the sun peeps over the mountains or vanishes behind
them. Some of the older men can tell the seasons better this way, it
is said, than other people by the printed calenda?.'

The sanoaar was brought in at 7 p.m. rnith tea of good quality
and what the French call petitsJours, At ro p.m. supper followed,
consisting mainly of roast chicken and chicken-broth. There were
spoons for the soup, but fingers, as usual, took the place of forks-or,
to put it more correctly, fingers, the natural implements, \'ere not
replaced bv forks. Manv excuses rn'ere made for the absence of
,nltton, though the first gi'o.n rvas quite enough-the flocks u,ere all
a\l'av on the ̂"":';::,ff::;: 

3i:nffi:J::: 
so it wourd have
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been a difficult job to get a sheep to the kitchen in time even for
ro o'clock supper. At tea I had inquired about certain sacred trees
I had heard of and later I walked down to the river to see one u'hich
proved to be a large-sized maple, round which each year on the I st of
September the people of Khoussou, the hay-harvest ended, came to-
gether, killed a bull and one or more sheep with the usual ceremonies'
and proceeded to feast and pray.t Beer, too, was brewed and freely
imbibed. I drank a glass of it and found it good, though hardly up
to the mark set by Tmeni-kau in spite of the fact that Digoria was
famous for it-so at least Ourousbi said.

Ir{ext morning (Aog. z6th) we woke to brilliant sunshine and
cloudless sky, favoured by which we set out on our way to Balkaria.
The place-names were-as, of course, might be expected in such
condiiions-descriptive, and, almost necessarilyr picturesque. Thus
the first little stream we crossed was called Khouisadi'don, which
Ourousbi translated'angel-village-river'. A little beyond Khoussou
I was shown a second sacred tree, a venerable beech this time, where
a festival was held at the beginning of the hay-harvest. We next came
to the Hourri-komi-don or'stony-defile-river', looking back from
which we had a good view of Maskouta-tsitir' the tower glacier',
while nearer at hand was Gastanti-zai-wayen,'the path-of-the-
avalanche', where snow comes down in masses from the opposite
N1ain-Chain ridge and forms a permanent viaduct over the Ouroukh,
which here threads a very narrow cleft of the granite. The avalanches
come crashing down the steep slopes of the mountain in summer
leaving them bare and green, but in the cleft below snow never melts
the year round. Riding on, we had below us fuldorti-lakltsoran
('lakhsoran' meaning a waterfall), a remarkable fall of the Ouroukh
down a cleft from 5o to I5o feet beneath us, so narrow that at its
commencement men jump across it. A little farther on, but to north-
ward of both river and bridle-path, a very fine series of cascades,
beginning high above us, plunged deeply down under the bridge we
rode over. This rare feature in Caucasian scenery was called Bairadi-
lakhsoran.

Presently we stopped at a shi.eling, of which there were many

i It is, perhaps, worthy of note that here, as at Kakadour, we find both sacred trees and
calendars of stone, or rock alinernents. I commend the fact to our Druid enthusiasts at
home.
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along orrr route, a1 the earnest request of some shepherds. We were
now riding-over,alping meadou,s delightfully fresh and green, with
.T*t-y sma_ll stacks of hay, and running water everywhere. The'Stulevesk', more correctly the Astou/i-a,otzerth or 'Astouli-pass', nas
right ahead of us with a snow peak shorving above it, perhips Iiosh-
tan-tau. Dismounting, rn'e found shelter from the sun's r"ys under
a bourka stretched over some birch-tree branches supported by one
great pole, forming a very effective and airy sr.rnshrai. w. ate our
own bread and tinned tunny,r to which a friendly shepherd soon added
some boiled mutton-bones-we had refused his oller to kill a sheep
for us-and an abundant supply of excellent airan. He was from
stir-Digor. when ourousbi pointed out to him that our horses were
eating his hay, he said gravely, 'whatever guests do is a benefit, not an
injury; my_relations also travel at timeslnd are hospitably enter-
tained'.2 He then disappeared igl a while and came back presently
with a lad or two bearing a small bench on which they set out for us
the mutton, maize bread, and the usual sauce made up of garlic and
soured milk. Having eaten our fill-making this our lun.f,.on-*.
took to the usual profitless but amusing o-.opation of augury by
shoulder-blade bone.

on our left, lookinq up^ the pass, was Tsourthpun-a,tzerth; just
below it the valley of the Ourouich widens out ,nd is covered with
stones except rx'here marshes of considerable extent have presumably
swallo"r'ed them up. we had crossed the river twice and found ii,
even here, a powerful strean-r, fed from three separate hollows or
gullies; this at, I should sav, rather less than rS,oto feet. By now
great clouds were collecting'all round us and I feared a changein the
weather, but the natives declared that evening clouds were as guests
w1'ro only stayed till morning; r.,hereas mornirig clouds or mistJwere
likely enough to outstay their rn'elcome and might fairly be looked
lpon with, at least, grave suspicion. That being ,o *. decided to
bivouac where we were at the foot of the pass.

I-have forgotten all this time to explain that at Khoussou we had
made an addition to our part/, in the person of Boul6, son of our host

' The Times in the autumn of:93r printed panegvrics o' tinned tunny, which had,
evidently, never.before been duly-ippieciated'in iirgland. I found it food food foi
a hungry man thirty years before that. 

-

2 It was, at bottom, this mutual convenience that conditioned old-time hospitality.
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there and therefore a Sargashat, for the very good reason that none
of us had any knorn'ledge of the country we were about to enter-
Balkaria-or of its language. Boul6 was young and strong, \^'ell
mannered and good tempered. He served us well the short time he
u'as with us, but caused much delay at first owing to the fact that the
horse he had started on was unshod and not his or,vn property. He
now went off to catch another, having no such disabilities, from the
herds that were feeding on the mountains round about. He was
away till 7 p.m. and came back wet through and horseiess. Meantime
we had tried to make the best of it in a rough stone shelter built up
against a huge overhanging tloulder, and here, not without mis-
giving, we proposed to pass the night. The owner of the dwelling
was a horse-herd who set his boy to work without delay to prepare
maize tcltoureh for us, which he contrived to do with skill and ciean-
liness. Boul6 disappeared again-up a south guliy this time-and
came back an hour later empty-handed as before. But he carried
us off promptly from our sorry shelter to a large rtoutanie or barn on
the end of a spur stretching down from the centre of the pass. He
told me that the Digortsi called the tour 'dzaboder'instead of 'dza-

beeder' as the other Ossetines do. 'Nakhaschbita-khon' of Merz-
bacher's map was correct, the 'khon' being purely nasal as he pro-
nounced it-French on.r The stream issuing from the Nfos6ta giacier
was called Mos6ta-don or Kharvese-don indifferently.

We slept very well on top of plenty of fresh hay on a staging
raised a little above the ground. The barn was a vast, quite shapeless
buiiding of rough uncemented stones and huge tree-trpnks-used in
winter for cattle, which were kept here from November to April
feeding on the hay which it rn'as impossible to transport to the
villages. Six feet of snow had fallen here the previous winter, but
they said that the cold was never very great, which might well be the
case, for much snow and great cold seldom go together. Tour were
plentiful, and many paths used by hunters were pointed out, one of
them up the Mos6ta glacier. The rest of the year no one lived here
except, as then, for hay-harvesting, which was at the moment-Aug.
27iltJtn full swingl to come to an end, however, by the rst of
September. There were women and children about, taking an active
part in the work, otherwise we should have been lodged for the night

I I suppose it the equivalent of khonkh (mountain) which I heard often in Digoria.



r 9 0 TRAVELS IN THE CAUCASUS
in the adjoining room, the kitchen, with hearth in the middle, a
bench or two, pots and pans, &c., and other conveniences.

There were other such koutanie lorver down the mountain-side,
this one being the highest in all the valley, and it was from this point
that the pass proper m]glrt be said to begin. There were three *"yt
up, right, left, and niiddle of the spur \\,e were on, the last-named
being the shortest but the most diffictrlt to ride.

Boul6 with his desperate and hitheqto unavailing efforts to catch
a horse threatened to b.co-. a nuisance-he deliyed us, and the
mist rve had been enveloped in since dawn sholved signs of clearing.
I wanted to- get, if possible, an unobstructed view 

-at 
the top and

feared the clouds would gather. We waited again for him at about
9,ooo feet and at la.st he rejoined us well mounted and smiling-he
had a pretty conceit of himself on horseback! All would nJw be
well, he assured us, but it was already high noon, and our troubles, if

1ny, before us. I took a photograph from this point of the beautiful
Mos6ta glacier, and one of Lab6da which is identical rn'ith that of
Mr. woolley in.Mr. Harold Raeburn's paper in the zllpine Journal
gf Y"y r9r5 (vol. xxix, no. zo8). We-reached theiop (ro,857
feet) at 3 p.m., the ̂ weather bei'g fine though cloudy, nof too *rrlh
so to enjoy to the full the marvellous beauty of th-e scene but too
cloudy to .get really satisfactory photographs. None of the great
peaks ytgo-d out qu.ite clearly, or if they aia so it was but momenti'rily,
and with less and less frequency; yet one after the other if not all'ai
one time I did rnanage to identify Ailama and shkara, Dykh-tau and
Koshtan+au, sugan, Doppakh, Nakhashbjta, and otirers of the
Northern chain-rn'ith, on the south, Lab6da and ziteli-before the
clouds obliterated them all. Von Ddchy's very fine series of photo-
graphs includes panoramas and single vi.*,, t*k.n from the Astouli
Pass in which the peaks just enumerated, and many more, may be
seen.

. Leading our horses down-I had led poti rnost of the way up, for
the narrow final ridge was too steep even for such a reckless 

'ai;gilt 
^t

Boul4 to ride it either way-we pissed first some ferruginous sirings
and then a small marshy lake or tarn, Astouli rsa, oi i" oigorian
dialect 'Tsad' (Lake). The drainage from the pass westwar"d, in-
creased by torrents coming from gliciers north and south, forms a
stream which swells, or is swoll.n by, the Ak-su torrent fed by the
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glaciers of Sugan-bashi and Ghiultshi. Eight versts or so from the
pass the stream thr.rs augrnented joins the Kara-su, u'hich flows from
the Shtoulou and Sharivtsekh-tau glaciers, and is really the Upper
Tcherek. A little lower comes in a torrent from the Fvtnarghin
glacier and, a \rerst farther on, the Dykh-su, just belor,v the lou'er of
the trvo Karaoulkas. The Tcherek is only so called on the maps from
this point, but lvith the exception of Dykh-su these names are applied
verv confusedlv even bv the natives. as Dinnik teils us.t

Speaking geierally they are the'upper waters of the Tcherek', or,
briefly, the 'Upper Tcherek'. Thus Grove in 1874, coming over the
Sharivtsekh ('Svan', 'Svanetian') Pass in fog and snow, could see
nothing at all on the divide ; but a little lower down it began to clear
and he descr ibes' the head of  the Tcherek val ley 'as a scene'of
rvonderful wildness and grandeur'. Coming next to what we now
call the Upper Karaoulka he writes,'on the western slope a mighty
glacier descended; to the East opened a noble lateral valiey, thick
forest on its southern side, on its northern a great stretch of upiand
pasture where herds of horses and oxen were grazing. ft was a
beautiful and striking pastoral scene suggestive of a primitive life . . .'
On the way to the Lorn'er I(araoulka (5,3:8 ft.)'we sped down the
valley of the Upper Tcherek and were able to admire a grandeur
surpassing that of the Alps. The vale is of huge size, the wide base
often well-nigh level, and the sides very lofty and steep. Above
these immense grass walls rise mountains of the greatest majesty and
beauty; vast cliffs on which the snow may not rest; rvhite pinnacles
jutting far up against the sky, nlore abrupt than the Alps, seeming to
tower far higher, and girding the fair valley with defences mightier
even than the noble peaks rn hich rise by the waters of the Visp and
the Arne.

'For naked grandeur of mountain form the Tcherek valley is
probably unequalled in Europe. In the far recesses of the Himalayas
or Andes, perhaps in the Caucasus itself, though it seems little likeiy,
some vaie may be found of yet more sublime and commanding
beauty; but in the Alps there is nothing so great to behold.'' f have
quoted these eloquent passages because mist and darkness came about

I f n a note to \r. Teptsoff's article, 'Po istokam Koubani i Tereka', in Mat.rvol. xiv,
p. 203.

2 The Frosty Caucasus, pp. 95-6.



r g 2 TRAVELS I1\ THE CAUCASUS
us as we rode down from the pass and the vision of all this beauty
was denied me. I count myself lucky to have seen what I did at thl
top and on the way up. Astouli-avtzekh, Lab6da, Mos6ta are names
that recall beauty of mountain scenery hardly to be surpassed.

A Russian writer, by the u'ay, brought a charge against our
countrymen, not unpleasantlr ', but in deep ignorance, of which I take
this opportunity to clear thern, though indeed it is hardly necessary.'Some resemblance in sound betn'een Tcherek and Terek', writ ls
Teptsoff, 'led astray the English Alpini.;ts. Grove, in his Frosty
caucasus, took the sources of the Tclierek for those of the Terek and
changed the narne of the river accordingly.'r Nou,, Freshfield before
him and Grove himself both wrote Tcherek correctly and neither of
them could possibly have confounded the sources of the two rivers,
as readers of their books will allow. The question arose, therefore,
how did the Russian come to formulate a charge absurd in itself and
utteriy r,vithout foundation in fact ? I could think of but one solution
and taking down my copy of the Russian version of Grove-mis-
called 'The Cold Caucasus' (Kholodny-it should be Morozny-
Kaakaz)-f found, as expected, that the translator or printer had
turned Tcherek into Terek wherever the former river was men-
tioned ! Strange to say, in the account of Vsevolod Nliller and Maxim
Kovalevsky's Journey to the Mountain Communities of Kabardi'z
the sarne rnistake occurs. Thcse authors, of course, cannot be sus-
pected of ignorance. Either, for some reason unknown, they deliber-
ately adopted that form or, as I confidently ?ssume, their printer, too,
betrayed them.

ft rn'ould seem that \\,e \\'ere fortunate to have come westward over
the pass instead of the reverse \\'ay. Professor C. von Hahn at least
found the_ passage of the Astouli-avtzekh from the west in 1896
nearly as formidable as others might an attempt on Everest. Nearing
the top'rn'e had slight attacks of giddiness, our hearts beat as though
they would burst, the rate of breathing increased to an incredible
degree, the chest could not find room for sufficient air-but lo! the
Pass before us, at a height of ro,8 57 feet! For a long time no one
had been over it.' The guides explained that a descent ro the
ouroukh was possible, but only u'ith the urmost caution. 'Leading

r 
t. teptsoff's article above quoted rin Mat., vol. xiv, p. r89.

2 In tr/icstnih Evropui, April r884.
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our horses bv the bridles we slowly made our \\ray dorvn and reached
the Koutan'in safety, experien.ing many stroig emotions mean-
time. The Digorian shepherds were amazed at the risk u'e had run."
This author succeeded in locating Dykh-tau soutlt of the Karaoulka,
F'ytnarghin aest of it,, and seeing a ferruginous marsh exuding an
oily substance he exclaims, 'If the place were more easy of access some
enterprising capitalist would obtain vast profits from this mineral
wealth', a large and rapid conclusion from so slight a premiss.

We reached the Karaoulka at 7.3o p.m., hungry rat[er than tired,
and were decidedly in luck's way there, for a tour (C. cauc, Gild.)
had bern brought in an hour or two earlier, neither too young nor
too old, big enough, that is, to provide meat for all the party yet
young enough, and fresh enough, to be tender. We were made very
welcome and before long were seated with our Balkarian hosts rouni

"l 
op-.1 hearth in the centre of the room enjoying the most tasty of

s/tas/t/yks,. sizzling hot from the pine and birchwood fire. Supper
eaten and much information exchanged to mutual satisfaction, nitive
son€s were sung, one concerning an abreh who had come to a fitting
end only three years back. His host, it seems, had traitorously hidden
his brms-this could not have happened farther east-and the militia
then tried to take him. But he still had,literally, a stone up his sleeve,
and with it killed two of his assailants before succumbing.- Sympathy
was, of course, all on the side of the outlaw. The song was evidently
a favourite.

The Karaoulka owed its origin to the legitimate andnillegitimate
traffic in cattle, sheep, and horses that from time immemorial
had been carried on between Balkaria and rmerdti over the two
passes at the head of the Tcherek valley. At first, no doubt, the one
and only 9bj9ct was to check as far as possible the disposal across the
frontier of lifted live-stock; later on the Russian Government awoke

lo ,lr" desirability of establishing a quarantine against cattle-plague.

9ying to the_physical conditions of the surrounding couniry-the
bridge across the Dykh-su was obviously the right and proper place
for a barrier, and the Balkar village communities having established
there a watch-place against marauders, seeking to escape with their

I 'Along the valleys of the Tchorok fTcherek], Ouroukh, and Ar-dor4' ir Mat.,,
vol. xxv, p. r7.

2 fnstead of r. WNW. and SW.
c ct l
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booty over one or other of the glacier-passes, the Government added
their trained veterinary inspectors. 'over the Sharivtsek, cattle are
driven from Balkaria,Bezinghi, and rcheghem to the fair of rsagh-
erakh in Letchgoum; over the Ghezevtsik to Ratcha and Koutais.
Each drove is carefully verified bv the guard in accordance with the
certificates of the respective village coincils, in which are set down
the names of drover or buyer, the number of beasts driven, and their
brands or marks. This being done each animal is passed separately
through the narrow gates on the Dykh-su bridge, which it is im-
possible to avoid, for no other crossing exists. Thi guards are main-
t.ained by the communities at their own char-qe io check cattle-
lifting." This was written in r 892, just ten yearJbefore my visit. In
the interval cattle-plague had, I fancy, come to be *ori feared-
by th.e autho,rities at least-than cattle-iifting. They insisted, at any
rate, in my time, on sanitary inspection no less than on identification.

- Tl: splendidly wild gorge and glacier of the Dykh-su has been
described-by_ Freshfield, by Grove, and by Dinnik.'I photographed
what could be seen of it from the Karaoulka before leaving next
morning (Aug. zSth) and talking of it to our hosts noticed tiat the
vowel sound in what we write'Dykh'was pronounced, as nearly as
rny ear could catch it, like our u in duch. The people here seemed
not to know the name Astouli-avtzekh, but called the area below the
pass on this side '4.k-su-zaash, and the mountain r6nge above Kaya-lar.
Th.y called the pass simply Avtzekh, my Ossetines Avtzegli. The
district, and chief village, rn'as called Malkar, not Balkai, as the
ossetines have it.' I *'as shown the gun with which yesterday's tour
had been killed; it had a very long barrel, and, tied to the-lock, a
triangular leather case containing, so I was told, a verse from the
Koran-a common form of amulet, the equilateral triangle being a
favourite mystic sign.r

r Teptsoff, op. eit.,p.zo+ (Mat., r 'ol. xiv). For Letchgoum ree Index.
2.so Dinnikr'The Balkarians or, as thcy call themselves]l\Ialkarians'rzap.rvol. xiv,

pt.- i, p. r19. Yet the ossetines call 'Mary' Mairem, ihe Balkarians B)irtn, See
vol. i, p. r58, and Dinnik himself says elsewhere, 'The Russian word Malka is the
equivalent-o_f the Tartar Balk.'r.Izv., y9l. li, p. ?lo n. Giildenstadt (vol. i, p. 46o)gives
Balkar and Malkar as two adjoining districts-of i'artar.Bassian'.

3 'senterces from the Koran and other written charms are used universally in the
Muhammadan world against the evil eye.' wostermarck, R. and B, in Morocciorvol. i,
p. +++ rr., where many further references are grven.
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Leaving the Karaoulka we made our way slowly along the left

bank of tlie Tcherek as far as the inflow of the Tiutiun torrent, where,
at Boul6's suggestion, we called a halt to pasture our horses. Of this
spot Dr. Freshfield writes:'The scenery is more Alpine in its charac-
ter than is common in this region: it may remind an Oberlander of
the approach to the Grimsel: the fine-snow-crest of Fytnargyn, used
as a panoramic point by Signor Sella, closes the vista. A roaring
glacier stream, the Tiutiunsu ('smoking water', we were told, the
word means), bursts out of a wooded gorge on the right. It comes
from the very heart of Koshtan-tau and from a glacier which has now
a tragic fame in the annals of the Caucasus." There is a quaint mis-
understanding here. Tiutiun means not 'smoking' but something
that comes very near to it, tobacco, the name given to the torrent
owing to the colour of its water!

Very noticeable here were the innumerable blocks of a very light
grey-nearly white-formation, Freshfield's'pale granite brought
from Koshtantau', the whiter by contrast with the neighbouring dark
schists. Gneiss-granite is perhaps the proper term: my notes say
'some blocks are slightly greenish, with mica shining in them; some
are very finely grained, oihers faintly striated, withinasses of q;rartz
between'. And again,'rode on down the gorge, steep-sided and
with terrific stone-falls-gigantic blocks of granite piled one on top
of another, in places old, dark, weather-worn; elsewhere white and
freshly fallen, thousands of tons of it'. The going, consequently, lvas
very troublesome and even difficult, so that, including a second halt
for lunch, we took no less than seven hours doing the zo versts between
the Karaoulka and Kousparti, the Balkar aoul to which we climbed
some hundreds of feet above the river by steep stony zigzags,
arriving at 5.3o p.m. Here, thanks to Bou16, we were the guests of
Amzor Aideboloff, in whose absence his son, Koumuik, bowed us
into a very clean newly built kounahharta furnished in semi-Euro-
pean fashion, for it contained a table, haf a dozen bent-wood chairs,
and an iron bedstead. In one corner stood the'hospitality-stick', as
I christened it, a stout staff, namely, with a convenient crook for the
host to lean upon when the laws of hospitality put too severe a strain
on his muscular system-for he might not sit with us, his guests.

t Expl., vol. i, p. r 69. The allusion, of course, is to the fate of Donkin and Fox with
their two Swiss guides in 1888.
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The room, which was one story up, had two windows opening on
to a balcony, whence we enjoyed a grand view-SW. to SE.--to
Ailama (t+:85+ ft.) on the Main Chain, Ghiultshi (14,68o ft.), '
Sugan-tau \:+,Zgo ft.) with its glacier, and others of ihe very fine
Northern Chain, as well as Vaza-khokh, already mentioned, IISE.,
with beyond it the pass to Donifars on the ouroukh, r'urnishing an
alternative to the roure we had come by from Digoria. The iime-
stones, whether seen from the balcony or from other points of view
near by, shor,ved deep, rosy red in the light of the seiting sun, vast
walls with battlements and towers just as at the sgheed,-Kor6, and
other passes, echeloned line beyond line against a pure blue sky, with
horizontal cloud-streaks a little below theii summiis. Inside the room
two of the wails were hung with fine deer-skins, of a reddish-fawn
colour, spotted with white, and a black line down the back, very
strongly nrarked on the neck. These were of hinds, killed in spring.
rn auturnn and winter the colour becomes less and less red, while the
spots disappear. stags killed in, salr February have very long hair
and in colour are much like elk; I measured the biggest of thesJskins
and found it to be just- as high as I could reach,-slandin[ rvith my
hand upstretched, to where the head had been cut off, the scut just
touching thr. ground-say 7 feet 6 inches. The room had an open
hearth, a chimney, and an irnmensely strong wooden roof. fir"
construction of the houses was quite new to me-walls of uncemented
stones so large one lvondered how they were placed there; roofs
covered to a depth of z feet u'ith earth trampled-solid, on which, in
every.-caser grew a fine crop of green grass; so that looking down on
the- village from our point of vantage, the balconlr we saw, appar-
ently, only grass terraces curiously cut by lines of stones-the roof-
edgings. But the chimneys betrayed human occupancy, for they
y.t-.- large and_ round, wattled and daubed with clay, thlir purpos-e
hardly mistakable, strange as they u'ere in form. In the courtyard,
instead of the usual wooden bridle-post, was a square stone pill*t,
pierced with holes across the angles at a convenient height to pass the
reins through, as in Solomon's stables (Garstang's Her/tage, i. ZZB).

t Ghiultshi of all the lesser peaks seems to have excited the greatest admiration
amongst mountaineers. It was first ascended by Count di Valle Fiana and his com-
panions in rgz9. He compares the clinrb'to that of Mt. Blanc by way of Mt. Maudit
or, perhaps, Monte Rosa, by the Macugnaga face'. ,1.)., Nov. t'ggor'p. 284.
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Balkaria, as Vs. lVfiller remarked long ago, is particularly rich in

old towers. One I sketched at Kounim, the first of the Balkar
villages we passed, pyramidal from the ground for three-fourths of its
height, had an upright top story, and in that respect rr,as unlike anv
other f sarv. A little below this upper portion on each face u'as e
pierced rectangular cross with arms of equal length.' On the hill
just above was one of the octagonal tombs, an uncouth specinren,
witir the usual openings, as at Fasnal. Koumuik told us that tomb
and cemetery (all the rest being in ruins) were said by old people to
be Russian, perhaps merely because they were Christian. The chief
families in the valley were the Aideboloffs, Abayeffs, Djankhotos,
and Sakhanoffs. At the aoul Zilghee, half a verst north of Kousparti,
are towers of the Borzeeyeff family of which, 'in order to give some
idea of the Balkarian iouls whicir with other towers prisent the
appearance of fortresses', Miller supplies an illustration., Still farther
north, some 20 versts, is Kashka-tau, of which that author tells us,
'Not far from Kashka-tau is also the Keshenr' of the founder of the
Misakoff family, which enjoys the same privileges as the descendants,
of Basiat. The legend savs that Misaka at first dwelt on the Koumuik
plain with the princes Tai-aroff. Having quarrelled with them he
stole a bald-faced nag (kasltka) and on it came to Balkar, where he
halted at the mountain called in memory of his horse Kashka-tau.
This Kesltend reminds rne of the Abayeff tombs at Shkanti.'s

There were several old towers in Kousparti itself, in one of which,
opposite our kounartskaya, people still dwelt. Our host said that
Aideboloff and Abay were brothers who came from the East rnith
Tchenghis Khan. Their sons were Shakhan and Djankhot. They
were related to Tchenghis but had killed some influential person, so
had fled to these mountains. The pass we were to take next day to

1 Mat. po '!r lh., vol. i, Pl. XVIII.
'  Ib;d., vol. i, p. 78, Pl. XVIII b.
3 Professor A. A. Miller io Soabshtchenia of the G.A.I.M.K., Leningrad, 19z6,

giving an account of the North Caucasus Expedition of tgz4-5r has good illustrations
of one Abayeff tomb (the other had fallen) and of a ruined church, both at Shkanti.
Also, one of a ruined church at Kashka-tau, called Kurnoyat. This has lines of stone
slabs outside it for the congregation to sit upon, as at the Tamira church near Goliat.
Dinnik, who writes it 'Koshka', derives that name from the notable bareness of the
mountain, which may be more probable but is certainly far less picturesque. (Zap.,
vol. xiv, pt. i, p. r r4). Besides, many a mountain in that region norv bare was densely
forested in former times.
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Tubenel (Bezinghi) on the western branch of the Tcherek was called
Kafr-aatuekh (' Infidel's Pass', a compound of Tartar and Ossetine)
because the Russians ( t) fought a battle there. ' over seven passes'in
ossetine means'very far ar,t'ay'; to cross seven passes and rerurn alive
was rather l ike'going round the g'orld'was Jcentury or so back to
Western Furopeans. As it happened, this would be our seventh pass
since leaving Vladikavkaz.

As a detail of etiquette and custom, Boul6 was allowed to stand for
his portrait u'ith the ladies of our host's family, rvhich neither
husband, father, nor brother might do.

\L.left Kousparti (c. J,63o ft. lnext morning (Friday, Aug. zgth)
for Tubenel, the chief village of the Bezinghi valley, keeping as one
must, unless on foot, to our line between the granites and the lime-
stones. The ascent to the pass was steep indeed, but the going easy,
at first over fine black schists with neither rocks nor stones; l*t.r,
y_pon grass. We stopped to rest the horses at about 7,goo feet,
Koumuik, who had insisted on corning with us, and Bould having
ridden all the way, Ourousbi a large part of it, Islam and I hardly
any. The view from here of the Northern Chain, south and south-
east- of us, was again very fine, with Ghiultshi, locally called Ertzi-
washki, in the foreground. Merzbacher has this name without
initial E for two of the Ghiultshi glaciers, Freshfield has'Ptysvatchki'
for one of them-both writers, doubtless, being led astray by the
lettering of the r verst map. rn The Central caucasus ani Bishan,
p. 4I r, there is a very clear woodcut entitled 'Peak in the Tcherek
Valley'. From Grove u,e learn I that this is'Tsatchartikomi-khonkh''a noble pinnacle of steepest crag rising to a height of some r6,ooo
feet', which on Grove's map is undoubtedly Ghfultshi ( r4,68o ft.)."
Unluckily, Koshtan-tau (SW.) and Dykh-tau (WSW:) became
clouded over at the very moment of airival at our resting-place,
which, we were now told, bore the name of Zouroust Khala, meaning'where the enemies fought', though who the enemies were was,
s^eeqrngly, unknown. We reached the summit of the pass (ro,r r r
ft., Freshfield, r. ro,r7o ft., von Ddchy) at 3 p.m., and again the
twin giants of the central chain gleamed white a moment to be
veiled immediately by driving nrist. It was very exasperating!

r  Op.  c i t . ,p .97 .
'z Dr. Freshfield in after years referred to this drawing, himself, as of Ghiultshi.
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We were here quite close to the red limestones, the nearest crag

being, as my notes have it, Likoran-bashi. Beyond the pass was
another summit, Tc/tau K/tala Dorbun-bashi, and betr,veen them
Souk Aouz ('Dry Defile'), a gullyleading to the plains. North-west
I got yet another name for the limestones, Ak-kaya-bathi ('\\thite-
ridge summit'), while the long, narrow ridge running south and
south-u'est from the pass to the great divide between Tektinghen and
Gestola bore the name Korgashiti-tau, meaning, I believe, 'Lead-

mine-mountainlt
The panorama all round us was a remarkable one; partly on

account of the clouds, of which there were more by far below than
above us, especially at a level of about Brooo feet, the sky overhead
being speckless azure. Far and near, on every side, snow-field and
glacier, hill and vailey, peak and precipice, bastioned tower and
craggy pinnacle, lay spread below us or 'thrust up themselves for
shows', while Dykh-tau and Koshtan-tau were still jealously hidden -
save only for a most tantalizing, evanescent glimmer now and then'
through the mist.

We rode or walked down to Tubenel (4,76o ft.) in the valley of
the Western Tcherek, known in Alpine literature as the Bezinghi
Valley, and found quarters for the night with the old giant Tenghi
Sounsheff so much abused by Alpinists, who gratuitously dubbed
him 'prince', then trounced him without mercy for 'unprincely'

behaviour. Freshfield's remarks on this subiect are both true and
humorous. Of English climbers Dent *m too severe on Bezinghi
and its chieftain; Mummery, on the other hand, got on famously
with him, and Grove and his party were very well treated in tlre
chief's absence by the younger members of his family. Von Dichy
makes little complaint. Merzbacher, on the other hand, gives utter-
ance to his very bitter feelings against Sounsheff for merely negative
discourtesy in a tirade no less than one thousand words long, while
Tubenel itself, though in less degree, incurs his displeasure for not
affording him, as he had hoped, a view of the great mountains.2

Teptsoff, again, can hardly find language bad enough for Sounsheff,

I I give the names as they stand in my note-book; but only 'Ak-kaya' and 'Souk Aouz'
are on my.maps, and both for mountains. I do not guarantee accuracy.

z Op. cit., vol. i, pp. 696 sq. Yet the learned doctor complains elsewhere of want of
room in his two 8vo vols. weighing together r 3 lb, !
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his village, or, indeed, the whole population of Bezinghi-the truth
being that they wer.e quite_ poverty-stricken, could offer but the
poorest accommodation, and little or no food* From this to being
'rude and savage, worthy descendants of the hordes of Tchenghis-
khan or Tamerlane-inhospitable', &c., is a long way. lle quotes
with approval the dictun'r of a young Balkar guide who'spoke but
a few words of Russian' that'the people of Bezinghi were very
bad men, robbers and devils . '  and that among the Balkars all
robbery, rnurder, and insubordination must be put to the account
of a part of the population recruited from Bezinghi! Flowever,
this author's animadversions on the inhabitants form a very suit-
abie pendant to the topographical inexactitude of his descriptions
of the valley.'

There was a sad break in the weather that night; wind and,rain
began after sunset and lasted till morning, when we said good-bye to
Sounsheff and set out (Aug. 3oth) for Tcheghem, an easy ride all the
way over a pass only 8,r13 feet high (von Ddchy). The rain con-
tinued and we saw nothing at all of the scenery, but the view from
the top, including Dykh-tau and Koshtan-tau, will be found in von
Ddchy's book (vol. i, p. 4o). It is not a very striking one in the
photograph, and in his text he merely mentions the sudden appear-
ance of the great mountains through a gap at the summit of the pass;
but Merzbacher goes into such raptures that, even allowing for that
writer's exuberance, I regret to this hour my bad luck with the
r,veather that day.2 The pass is called Tuben-avtsekh or Tcheghem-
avtsekh according to which side it is approached from. We reached
Noumala at r.4.i p.m. and rested aq,hile in the well-built, two-
storied house with iron roof of a friend of Boul6's, a carpenter and
siiversmith by trade, named Tebo Koudayeff. FIe told us that
the place-names here r,vere rrostly Ossetine and, he thought, his
own family-name likewise; but of this he was not certain. Riding
on, the rain never ceasing, we arrived at Tcheghem (4,852 ft.) at
5. r 5 p.m. and took up our quarters rn'ith the head of the Borisbeeyeff

t Op. e;t., chap. iv, passim.
2 'Ein hochgewaltigesrim ersten Augenblicke geradezu verbltiffendes Bild ! Niemand,

der nur die europdischen Alpen gesehen hat, vermag sich eine zutreffende Vorstellung
votr der Grossartigkeit des Anblickes dieser hdchsten, eisbedeckten Mauer des gesamten
Kaukasus zu machen . . stumm vor Erstaunen hielt ich stille. Der Eindruck war
tibermiichtig . . .' O?. cit., vol. i, p. 69+.
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?Tity yhigh shared such feudar privileges as yer survived with theBalka16koffs.

our host had built himself a new house in Russian styre, more orless, on the foundations of an ancestral tower that had fallen of oldage not long since. 'Just such another as that', said he, pointing ,o on.near by that had aiieadyrxcited -y.curioriit;?;;il, complete re-semblance to the towers bf svaneti", ilr.,1sq id;; had only seen in
Pl"t:.gtTb,.*u: unmistakable. r asked if the svanetians had everrnhabrted-'l cheghem; he said no, but svanetian builders had been
called.in by his ancestors when first they settled h.r., 

"nd 
the reason

tor thrs will soon b. rpprr.nt. To*, ihe descent oi the privilegeJ
families in all these vallbys, from the ouroukh with its affioents to the
Baksan inclusive, was the subject of tradition, *rri.r, varied to some
extent with the narrators, each one of whom, as a rure, sought to
$orify himself at th9 expense of his neighbours. w; have heard of
Tsargos,r who with 

Ir q..I.:rgl: a2!keqaloperdix-sounds slightly
mythical, and my friend Aide6oloff's clalm io btooa-r.trtioirhii
r'r'ith rchenghis-khan may^be held doubtful-though uy no -..n',
incredible-but the. main- fact, that the found.r, 

"? 
ir*i pri.,rii.t.J

families of Mountain.Kabardi, as well as or oigori. and ossetia,
came from elsewhere is blr,ond any reasonabre diubt. Th. s"rg":
shati at Koussou, as they told me, .*-. from Georgiriirr. Taimazoffs
from rmerdti-which would involve Tsargos i, ,h;;;e provenance;
$. Tlgpurs were said to derive from Arir.nir; ,nJ ro on, while theBasaiti, Badilati, and others claimed descent fro; T;ar or, to use awider w9rd, Mongol_ancestors settled at Madjar";;h; podkoumka
or elsewhere north of the caucasus, a derivatiin 

"grinr, 
which thereis really nothing to be said.

Reverting to the Balkar6koff tower at Tcheghem, vs. Miller tells
us that the first of that family was Anfakho, 

"n'abrdzekhz 
who hadsettled on the ugger Baksan, at that time inhabi,.J lv svans. A sonor descendant of his, the first known as Balkar6ko,'had in turn a

r 'tnte, p. r85.
2 The Abadzekhs -:r" 3T important branch of-the Adighe or Tcherkess dwellingon the'orth side of the Main'chain in the.valleyr.f ;h;-gta"y", i;br;;;;CPsekupse, vonobat, and sup, which last dividJthem l.-^,rr. 

"sri"p*lrgr. 
zop.rvor. iv,p .  t 7  5 .

r I  p d
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son and successor named Akhtougan, who realized that, to consolidate
his position and power, the best \^'ay open to him was to ally himself
matrimonially with some ruling house of influence. Greatly daring,
he rode off to Tarkee, the capital of the Koumuiks, and carried off
the Shamkhal's daughter fronr a circle of dancers at a festival in her
father's court. so rn'ell *'ere things managed that two years elapsed
before the identity of the ravisher became knou,n, by which time the
latter had realized that rnarriage ln'ithout recognitiorihelped butlittle.
so once nlore he took the road to Tarkee, made a sudden reappear-
ance at court, and openly sought a reconciliation. Ffe rn as treated
with contempt; derogator/r not to say insulting, conditions were laid
dorn'n; his life was threatened. Wherefore, drawing his sword and
slashing with it right and left, he cut his way out through the armed
gu-ards that beset him,leapt on his horse, and again reaCh.d home in
safety. But the enemy now knew whence he came-Tcheghem-
and would assuredly follow him there in force. so Akhtoufan, re-
membering p_erhaps the Svani of the Baksan, his own people being
naturally, as Professor Miller suggests, of little accounCas lrchitects
or stone-masons-they had been tent-dwelling nomads not long
before-sent in haste over the high mountains to svanetia fo-r
builders, to rvhose mastery this towdr still bore witness. The chief
difficulty, that of getting ih. heavy- stones into place, they overcame
rn a very rngenious manner. A site having been chosen separate from
but near the mountain side, oxen were trained to walk up a narrow
path to the quarry. There the blocks of stone were tied to their
horns; they -carried them in this way over a plank-bridge to the
masons, whoqrelieved thern of their burden; afier which ihe slow-
moving, docile creatures. having no room in which to turn, made the
reve-rsejourney to the quarry backrn'ards. As the tower rose higher
the bridge went up with it; no time rn'as lostl and nhen the shamkhal
at the head of his army drew near all r,r,as ready. Akhtougan, still
mindful of the reconciliation he so ardently desiied, told hii men to
shoot down the enemy's horses one by one 

"s 
they came up the

narrow defile, but to beu'are of kiuine even one of thbir riders. 
'This

had the desired effect. The attack fiiled, the shamkhal gave in, a
treaty of offence and defence was concluded, and now, centuries
later, the Baikar6koffs, his own descendants through his daughter,
still held pride of place, though with somervhat atienuated impor-
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tance, in Tcheghem-still inhabited their Svanetian tower, or at least
still owned it.I

As elsewhere in these valleys, and indeed throughout the Northern
Caucasus, questions of race and religion met one in Tcheghem at
every turn and could only in part be answered. The actual inhabi-
tants were ali Tartars, N4ussulmans with a recent drift towards fanati-
cism. But at one time or other, previous no doubt to the Tartar
invasion or influx, Christianity had certainly prevailed. The village,
a considerable one, was built on both sides of the Tcheghem river,
more largely perhaps on the left bank. On the right, as shown in one
of Dr. Merzbacher's sketches, a torrent, the Kardan, joins the larger
stream through a narrow defile. On the left bank a similar torrent,
the Djilki-su,z enters the Tcheghem through a gorge of the utmost
wildness and grandeur, its most remarkable feature being the con-
trast, in the huge and perpendicular rock-walls that close it in,
between the purely horizontal stratification of the nearer and lower
Jurassic limestones and the absolutely vertical lines of the higher
dolomitic mass immediately behind them, this contrast being inten-
sified by the deep red colour of the latter compared to the grelr
or, where freshly broken, yellow-ochrish tints of the former. Geo-
logically, the interest is heightened by the fact that-according
to Dr. Merzbacher-the dolomitic upheaval was due to the action
of eruptive rocks functioning as a lever.r

Now, various travellers have described this wonderful gorge and
I shall presently quot-e one of them. Meantime, as to religion,
Firkovitch in r 8a9 fof,nd in the Tcheghem aoul Iskilti two small
churches, both quite empty and used as farmyards, one on each side
of ther iver.  Mi l ler ,whowasatTcheghemitsel f  in r88r and r883,
writes, 'Near the aoul, on the hill Dongat, could be seen a whole
collection of upright tombstones with the cross upon them. They
had been removed from a neighbouring cemetery and served as a

r From the article already quoted (p. r9z), by Miller and Kovalevsky, in the ltiestnilt
Earopui of April r884, pp. Sq-1

2 Ibid.rp. 559. Dji lki : Oss. Zilgar'whirl ing'.
3 'Am Eingange dieser Dchilki-Schlucht l iegt der Kalk in Horizontaischichten,

erscheint aber r.veiter im Hintergrund, wo er in Dolomit umgewandeit ist, in unge-
heuren Verticalschichten zu kolossaler Hohe emporgerissen, eine Folge der nalren

_Durchbriiche der E,ruptivgesteine, welche als Hebel wirkten'. Op. cit.,vol. i, p. 686 n.
It was Abich rvho first identified the volcanic rocks. See his Reislbriefe, vol. ii, p, 2g7.
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containing-wall round a small cattle-pen. The crosses were equal-
sided and of very rude make. Another such stone and cross lies on
the bank of the Djilki-su near the spot still called the priest's dwelling
babasovuim zheelvom . . . At the foot of the mountains are traces of
structures built up against the rock-foundations, niches, walls, &c.,
and, higher up along the mountain side, a parapet artificially built
of cemented stones. . This path leads to the cavern in which
it is said books rn'ere found.'t Klaproth, as previously in regard to
Tkhaba-erd6, states that he obtained possession of portions of these
books and that they were fragments of a Greek manuscript New
Testament and a Church Service, both dating from the second half
of the fourteenth century-full of errors.z

Miller tells us, further, that on the right bank of the Djilki-su, a
little before his time, there was a small stone house called Naat-tsiug.
Therein was kept an ox called Kltitch-awag-ogltiuz, of which name
the first two words mean in Ossetine 'god-dedicated', the last, in
Tartar, 'an ox 1 This animal was fed at the charge of all the village
up to Easter, when it was led out into the field and if it lowed with
upturned ntuzzle the best crop would come from the higher terraces,
if the contrary, from the lower.r Then the animal was slaughtered
and the sacrificial feast began.+

Apart from the one or two houses and towers of the privileged
families, the du'ellings in Tcheghem were the dirtiest Ourousbi and
I had come across since leaving Akhieli, and, just as at Goliat we had
been struck by a resemblance to thehousesof MountainDaghestan,so
here we wef:: iess pleasantly reminded of the miserable hovels of the
Khevsours. These Tcheghem houses, however, differed little exter-
nally from those we had already seen in Balkaria, having the same
grass-grown roofs, wattled chimneys, and side-walls of uncemented
stones, their backs being formed of the mountain-side out of which
they had been dug. Yet these people were incomparably better off
than the Khevsours, inasmuch as they were in easy communication

r Mat. po ,trIh. Kavhaza, vol. i, p. 77.
z Potocki, tr/oyage dans les stepslsicf d''tstrakhan et du CaucaserParis, r829, vol. ii,

p. -r52 (Klaproth's notes). Pallas, before this, had procured fragments of these same
MSS. 'at great hazard'.

3 So'with quaint simplicity, the German cottager declares that if a dog howls looking
downwarditportends a death; but if upward, then a recovery from sickness'. Tylor,
Primitiae Culture, vol. i, p. I o7. a N4iller and Kovalevsky, op, cit,, p. 56r.
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with the plains, and they were, in fact, more civilized; their fields
were more carefully kept, fenced round with stones and rvith a gate
here and there. Roads and bridges were fairly good. But it is time to
return to the Djilki-su.

One knew, of course, that some of the old classical myths and
legends were to be found in the Caucasus. Prometheus belongs
there, of right; the Golden Fleece no less; Polyphemus, not irlpos-
sibly. The first and last of these I had found in my Tiflis Annuals of
one sort or another, but it is not, I believe, over fanciful to suggest
a connexion, however blurred, between the following legend, told
me here at Tcheghem on the night of our arrival by a village ancient,
and the story of

Andromeda.
There was once a valiant hunter,by name Khornayeff,lvho had less

luck in the pursuit he earned his living by than could be wished, or,
indeed, than he thought his due. But one day he learnt that Afsati's
beautiful daughter had been carried off to an almost inaccessible
defile by a horrible man-eating monster and that her father was in
despair. So Khomayeff set off to the rescue, and, after incredible
difficulties, gained access to the innermost depths of the gorge and
there found the maiden seated on a rock weeping bitterly. He spoke
to her and sought to comfort her, but had hardlysaid two words when
up came the monster, demanded his name and business, asked whence
he had come, and how he dared to address the captive maiden.
Khomayeff, by way of &rswer, defied him to mortal combat, where-
upon the monster told him in scorn that he might fire the first shot
-'siTsy les premiers' as the Frenchman said at Fontenoy; but there
was not much chivalry intended in this case, as we shall very soon see.
Khomayeff, taking the enemy at his word, fired a shot ufiich broke
his right arm above the elbow. The monster showed neither alarm
nor anger; he even begged him to fire again. But Khornayeff knew
better! His folklore education had not been neglected, and he was
fully aware that a second shot would make the monster rn'hole again,
sealing his own fate, and that of the maiden, irretrievably.I So taking

r This superstition is explained by Gateeyeff. One blow may hopefully be struck at
a demon or demons in the name of St. Elias-any further blows would only multiply
their number. Gor.rvol. ix, p. 3o. Thus, when BCtraz has cut off one of the seven heads
of a giant the latter politely begs him to repeat the blow; but'No ! 'saysBatrazr'I am like
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the girl by the hand he marched her off, leaving the monster to curse
his own folly and shift for himself as best he could. I should like to
end the story with wedding-bells in orthodox fashion; but have no
warrant so to do. Afsati was as grateful as possiblei perhaps marriage
with a mere mortal rvas not in the nature of things-though Perseus
himself, to be sure, \\'as the son of Zeus by Dana€, a very mortal
maiden-but he gave our hero s'hat in all probability so wise and
knorvledgeable a man as Khonrayeff r'alued nrore-unlimited hunting
and shooiine r ights or-e r bird 

"ni 
b.rrt of forest, plain, and mountain.

Not a u'ord n'as said as to the u,hereabouts of this lvonderful gorge,
and there are many such in the Caucasus, but Grove's descript ion of
the Djilki-su will, I feel sure, satisfy my readers that we need look no
farther than Tcheghem itself for the scene of Khomayeff's exploit.
This is what he writes: 'There was on the farther side-of this valley
a great opening in its side, a vast portal of trernendous cliffs, beyond
which lay a deep, mysterious gorge, very sombre from its narrow-
ness and from the great height of its precipitous sides. We could
trace this vast gloomy ravine far back among the hills. Anything so
strange as the entrance to it no man of us had ever seen, and I can
oniy cornpare it to one of those weird mountain recesses which Dord
has imagined; indeed, looking at that strange gateway, it seemed
easy for once to believe in the supernatural. Those huge portals
might have been opened by some mighty spell, and in that gloomy
gorge running into the heart of the mountains surely there might be
dragons or great serpents crar,vling in dark recesses where the sun
never came; some unholy mystery at the end; an enchanted castle, or
a warlock's haunt. At the foot of this great opening in the valley-
side l ies the vi l lage of Tcheghem. . .  ." Could anything f i t  betterl
and I will venture to add, what a fine imagination had F. C. Grove!
St. Eliasr. I can only strike once', and the giant dies. Again, the wife of Wastyrdji (St.
George) by the stroke of a whip had turned Ourysmag into a mangy bitcir, for atiempting
her honour. After various adventures he dips his tail into the'soup, whereupon, ai
anticipatedrshe strikes him againrhe recovers his human forrn and compels her to his will.
Dum6zil, Llgendes, &c., pp. 6r and 27. And Hartland tells us that'the power of a
second blow to restore life, or heal a mortal wound, inflicted by the same instrument, is
well krrown in folk-tales'. Pervus, vol, iii, p. r09 n. Since the abovewaswritten Mr.
Bertram Thomas has reported the same belief as obtaining amongst the Qara moun-
taineers of Southern Arabia irt regard to the Jinn. ,lrabia Felixrp. z7g. Similia simi-
l ibtc urranturl See too 7.R.'4.5., Oct. 1934, p. 72r. r O?. cit., pp. r44-5.
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Tcheghem 7671[5 - Khoulam - Mongol and Ossetine t!?es - Feudal rights - Land-
ua/11s - Ossetirte place-names - tt notable gzrge - Djighitoaka - Ill treatnent of
fisysss - 'tn English saddle - Barbarous Cossacks - 't Russian fami$ - '! guest l,y
night - Sorbus domestica -The last of Boufui - Kogolhin, of that ill - ll4outttain
etiquette - The hospitalily-stici - '{ robber's h675s - Rape af the Princess - The
Shaulohh breed - Water-melons - The Minaret - The Sheaf - pTsTnsllrsvs -
Iron and $y6n7s - ,{rgo's anch1r - Elbrous legends - fla2n7nsy-strokes - Blue-eyed
witchery - ,tn tlrmenian wersion - lbrels - Zilghee * Farewell to Ourousbi.

EXT morning (Sunday, Aog. 3 rst) we began the day by
visiting the old tombs conspicuous on a slope outside the
village sufficiently high above the river to lift some part of

the snowy range between Tektingen and Adyr-su-bashi into view.
Nothing is known as to the builders of these sepulchres beyond the
obvious fact that they preceded in point of time the present inhabi-
tants. Many of the tombs resembled others in Digoria and Ossetia, as
far east even as Sanibi-those, for instance, of an octagonal shape.
Yet there were structural differences, and notably-for want, pre-
sumably, of suitable slate-schists-there was no distinct and definite
step-roofingr as seen fsrther east. Instead, there was a narrow,
slightly outstanding string-course above which the eight-sided pyra-
mid continued very much as before, but narrowing, with a siight
convexity, to a blunt apex on which stood a stone knob.

Some of these Tcheghem tombs were larger and nlore uncouth
than any others I had seen, unless perhaps at Fasnal. The majority
were octagonal; some,however, oblong,with uprightwalls and gable-
roofs. These latter had round-headed openings above ground-level
at their eastern faces or ends. The octagons had, on the other hand,
according to Dr. Merzbacher, pointed windows, invariably on their
southern faces. I have a note confirming this generally, but stating
also, categorically, that 'the octagon next the biggest oblong has an
opening to the NE.' and this is confirmed by my photograph. No
doubt this was an exception. fn this tomb I sketched the remains of
an oblong stone cist, 6 feet long and lidless. All these tombs, appar-
ently, had been rifled; only in the largest oblong were there scattered
bones and rags of clothing. Our host said that the'young people'
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had broken up the graves and pulled the dead about. What with
Clrristian-archaeological-example and Mussulman religious zeal,
reverence for the dead of unknorn'n races and bygone days could
lrardly be expected to sun'ive. This tomb was r 6 feet long by rz feet
broad and as many high. The u'alls in most cases were z feet thick
or thereabouts; the stones \\'ere some largersome small, the cementing
heavy, the constmction irregular and clumsy.

In the above-mentioned octagon, at the spring of the quasi-roof,
there u,ere sockets in the masonry-\r'ork r,r'ith scant remains of
u,ooden beams or rafte rs. The sides of this buildins were 6 feet wide
at 5 feet from the ground. Inside, the octago.ifor- was nearly
obliterated by plastering. In the thickness of the wall at the opening
\\'as a niche with rounded top but square base, r foot each way, with
sockets on either side evidently for a wooden door. The biggest
oblong was 3 5 feet high at the east end, rather less at the west owing
to the slope of the ground it was built on. The roof sprang at ro feet
from the ground. This tomb was empty save for the few bones and
rags already mentioned, nor were there any signs that the floor had
been disturbed-perhaps it had never been used for interments.
Three feet or so above the ground there were remains of small
timbers in the wall, that once, no doubt, carried shelves for bodies, as
in Ossetia. From thehighest part of this cemeterywecaught glimpses
of the snow mountains up two defiles, from the house we had slept in
up one only, I think that of the Gara-auz. Earlier travellers speak of
woods, or forests, on the limestones above the Diilki-su. Theie were
none there now, but our host told us that a house, known to have
been zoo years old, and only recently demolished, had been built
entirely of local timber. Near the tombs were scores and hundreds of
marmots,I and overhead many birds of prelr Imperial eagies con-
spicuous among them. A flower that caught my eye was a fine
Delpltinium with blue petals, not black like the one I had seen and
sketched at Karma-don.

Having inspected the tombs and photographed some of them we

I The earless marmot, spermophilus citillus (cent. Dict.). Nearly always called
Sushk (spernophilus-mus,icus) by writers on the Caucasus; but Dinnik-(zap.r'vol. xiii,
p.  r8n.)rspeakingofTcheghemrsaysr ' Ical l thisanimalnotaszr/ i , {butasirokbecause
the-round pupils and absence of pouches behind the cheeks indicate that it belongs
to the latter genus. More correctly it should be called lrctomys musicus.'
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took leave of our hosts and at g.zo a.m. started for Khoulam, the
loR'est of the Bezinghi villages. There was blue sky overhead, but
south and east all',r'as hidden in impenetrable mist. \Ve could see the
limestones above Tcheghem, and in front of us the steep slope up to
our pass-that was all; but it was easy riding and we reached the top
at r r.3 5 a.T. at a height of 8,3 r o feet (v. Ddchy) a rise of 3,+ SB feei.
some way down on the other side I stopped and waited 

"*ttii. 
in the

lr_ope that the fog might lift. I shoutd, probably, never be so near
Koshtan-ta_u again and I was most desirous of obiaining a clear view
and a good photograph of that most noble mountain. There were
glearru and glimpses of rock and glacier in that direction, enough to
tantalize one but nothing more. I waited and waited, wasting a plate
once and again, as a sharp, jagged edge of rock or the sheen-of a
glacier broke for a moment the monotony of whirling, drifting
vapour that seemed intent on hiding all of the view that it was worth
my- while to photograph. Two hours thus passed, we rode on down,
and at 2.+o p.m.-I again drew rein and again snapped a plate at a
mere mockery of mountain scenery. At 3.+5 we reiched Khoulam
(5,+r.o ft., a descent of z,8go ft.) and there f soon forgot my dis-
aplointment in the varied lqterests afforded by the place and its
inhabitants.

we were now back on the western Tcherek in the Bezinghi
valley, some ro versts below Tubenel. F{ere, on an open space sur-
rounded by mountains, a mile or so west of the river, a smali affiuent
of which runs past it, a conical hill stands up topped at a conside rable
elev-ation !y th. remains of what must oncehave been an impregnable
castle, and was still imposing by position and structure, if not by
extent. It could never, indeed, have been large-Vs. Miller r givel
the dimensions as +2 by more than 14 feet-but it was stoutly 6uilt,
of local stone, cut and cemented; and the rock on which ii stood
fell precipitously below it on all sides, the hill itself dropping sheer
for a large part of its circumference. who the buildersi.l.rJis,.n-
knorn'n. Miller and Kovalevsky, twenty years before me, could hear
of no traditions; nor can .v.n in 

"ppro"i-"te 
date be assigned with

any confidence, though we shall haidly go wrong in harking back
some centuries, at least, for its foundation. A photograph I took gives
a good idea of the position. outlying houses of the ioul arc to beieen

r  Mat .  po ' / r lh . rvo l . i rp .77,
I I E E
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to the left, while on the right, belorn' the haystack, women brightly
dressed make a happily effecti.,'e group as they winnow the golden
barley. Firkovitch, who u,as here in r 849, tells of a church having
been destroyed and tombs rifled not long before his visit, thanks,
apparently, to N4ussuln'ran fanaticism. The only evidences of Chris-
tianity Miller could find in r883 u'ere one of the Bairam or Mairan
stones (for Mairem, trIoidi-\fairem, in Ossetine'Mother Mary'), to
which the u'omen still praved for offspring and safe delivery, and
the name Totur borne by 

" 
neighbouring small vi l lage, though

St. Theodore's shrine there no longer existed.r Doubtless many
different peoples inhabited Khoulam in turn, as indeed all other
aouhin these valleys. Klaproth declared that in his time theinhabi-
tants $'ere'souanes' (Svanetians) who were called 'Soni' and 'were

dressed entirely in the Imeritian manner', but Klaproth unsupported
is a broken reed to lean upon.2 Teptsoff heard that the people of
Khoulam were nearly all Kabard6ns, but with a sprinkling of Tar-
tarized Mountain Jews., Miller found here-and elsewhere in these
valleys-'two main types, one Mongol, but considerably modified,
the other Ossetine, more or less; the first with projecting ears,
narrow eyes, promipent cheek-bones, and beardless chins; the second
with regular featuies, Caucasian nose, thick beard, brown, often
blue, eyes, merry and intelligent. The mountaineers are distinguished
by swiftness of movement; they are tall, well made, with much grace
and freedom of action. Speech flows from them in a rapid and un-
controllable stream; their loquacity is aPt to degenerate into mere
childish chattering. Witticisms, mostly innocuous, abound whenever
three or four gather together.' Nothing, it will be noticed, about
'Svans'or'Nlountain 

Jews' or Kabard6ns; the main facts being, of
course, beyond all doubt-that the present inhabitants of all these
'Mountain Communities of Kabardd'are Tartars whose immediate
predecessors were Ossetines. Professor Miller found that Ossetine
topographical and other names were prevalent from Digoria to
Elbrous. He gives many examples, to which my readers if interested

t Viestnil Evropui,p. 55I; Mat. po '!rLh., vol. i, p. 75. There is aTotur-bashi on
Freshfield's and Merzbacher's maps, the Tutur of the 5 v. mapr c.12v. eastbynorth
of Ourousbievo; and in N4ountain Tartar one of the months-I know not which-is
called Totur. Ibid., p. 7 t.

'  Reise, vol. i, p. 536. s Op. cit., p. r 86.
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in this matter will refer.t NIy own rough notes at Kiroulam snlr'There is only one "privileged" family here, that of our host, the
Shakhmanoffs, who consider themselves ossetines of one stock with
the Doud6roffs on the Georgian road,, the two families still resembling
one another physically. It is difficult to see how this could be; but
intermarriage there may well have been. The feudal rights rvere
formerly very great: life and death, the first night, &c.1 there u,ere
outdoor and indoor slaves or serfs as in Russia.' As to this again
I must refer to the same source, merely remarking that while the
article was written by Professor Milier, the feudal and other customs
were, as he tells us, the special subject of study by his companion,
Professor Kovalevsky. We learn that 'the Mountiin Tartais call a
slave Kasak, which is the "Kasag" of the Ossetines ("Kasog"of the
Russian Chronicles), the name they applied to their mortalinemies,
the Tcherkess. So that slavery was due to war and prisoners of war.
old documents of the Naltchik courts of Justice givi much evidence
of the claims and pretensions of the Kabard6n princes, especially the
Atazhukins, to tribute in the form of slaves, cattle, and sheep, though
the Mountain Tartars protest that this is a misrepresentition, the
"tribute" bging voluntary. 'i'he feudalism of theJe people was, in
essentials, identical with that of Western Europe. . . .t As in Russia
there was a difference between outdoor and indoor serfs: the
Kasaks belonged to the land and could only be sold with it, while the
Karavesh were bought and sold like cattle. The prohibition of selling
members of a family apart applied to the Kasiks, not at all to thi
Karavesh, for whom marriage did not exist. If a man and a woman

I !*o., vol..viii, p.l 1.98:; Viestnih Earopui, April r884, pp. 550-3; Mat. po ,|rhh.,
vol. i, p. 7o; ibid., vol. iii, p. r ro sqq.

2 of Mountain Tchetchen (Kii)-o-r even Nogai origin according to one story, but
a doubtful one. Izviestia (rng.), vol. irp. zo4laid seeihe Douddrofflegend in Suppl.
Note, vol. i, p. r94.

3 Viestnih Earapuiribid.rp.5Tz. But race-difference between rulers and ruled must
not be_f,orgotten.--The Badilati were, presumably, of one race with the Balkarians and
other Mountain Tartars; but the Kabarddn princes were not, nor, of course, were either
of these, or the Shervashidzes farther west, of the same blood as the Ossetines. South of
the.Range- conditions-were quite other. There-'The Georgians had an aristocracy of
their own blood, and kings the same, a political fact not corn.uotr over all the variegated
mosaic of.Europe of the rz_th century', but one, of course, of the greatest importince,
as-exemplified in the case of Scotland. The quotation is from W. E. D. Allen's ,{ History
af the Georgiuit PeoT,lerp, g3z.
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servant were allowed to cohabit jt u'as only for so long as their master
chose; the children, if any, u'ere his property and he could sell them
separately at will. If one u'as killed, the blood-money came to the
master. If "marriage" \r,'ere allou'ed, the fr.a/im was his, and he was
no more responsible for the killing of one of his " Kasaks" or " Kara-
veshes" than of one of his cog's or horses." Serfdom was abolished in
the Caucasus in t867, six vears, that is, after the great Emancipation
in Russia proper. \\'e should not forget to put this and much else in
the Caucasus to the credit of the Russian autocrats, whatever their
faults. The sarne u'riter tells us that approaching Khoulam'every
suitable scrap of land is carefully manured, ploughed, and irrigated
through a ditch. Land here is more highly valued even than in
Nlountain Ossetia, where the ground an ox can stand on is worth-an
ox! We were shown plots of not more than r dessiatine (z'7oz acres)
in extent which had been sold for Rs. z,ooo ({zoo).'"

Shakhmanoff said there were Ossetine place-names all round us,
as Lazger (Lasg in Oss. : path) a cattle-track; Souar-don, a mineral
spring; Sltau-don,'Black-water', or a small bog; Sag-don (the stream
in Khoulam itself), '.Deer-water'. Tsarak \ /as an Ossetine proper
name and the Ossetiiies called the Tcherek Tsaratclzi-don. Between
this and Tcheghem we had passed a big stone column called G/t;/-
dour-tash.e Another stone we saw, capping an earthen pillar
washed out by water, was called don-wat, with just that meaning.+
We heard also of a stone called Kizglte Tsirt, 'the maiden's monu-
ment'.s Dinnik applies this to the gorge of the Western Tcherek
integrally ,but Tsirt in Ossetine is a memorial stone. Ossetine names,

' Viestnil Evropui, pp. 58o-r.
2 lb;d.rp. 548. See, too, vol. i, p. 22o, vol. ii, pp. 69-7o.
3 Ghil is Oss. {or penis, dour, for a stone. The'tash'is, of course, Tartar and in this

case redundant.
a The making of such stone-capped pillars or 'mushrooms' on a vaster scale is well

explained in Deserts Idlerby M. Mason (undated), p. 58. See, too, Douglas Carruthers,
z{rabian ldventure, p. 69, and fine illustration facing p. 78.

s 'IJpon the hills to the south of Laodicea is a remarkable piece of rock, designated
as the Kiz Kayh sf, or o'Girl's stone", a word used figurativelv by the easterns, as in the
rock near Kal'eh jik, in Galatia, and also frequently applied throughout the same
countriestobridgesandcastles.' AinsworthrW. F., TratelsintheTrackof theTenThou-
sand Greefrs, &c., r844, p. 37. So, too, at Baku and innumerable other places; even
Edinburgh Castle, if we accept for a moment a vroman-hater's witticism, 'was called the
Nlaiden Castle [otherwise castrum puellarumf quasi lucus a non lucendo, because it
resisted el'ery attack, and women never clo'. (lntiguary, Edinburgh, I 83 r, vol. i, p. 84.)
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said our informant, could be traced right a\\'aY to the Kouban pro-,
vince. The customs and suPerstitions in Khoulam u'ere those of
Ossetia, not Kabard6, but miny had been done an'ay u'ith recentiy
owing to Islamic zeal. The privileged families of 1il these valleys
interi-rarried freely with the Ossetines, especially of_Digoria; thus
Boul6 was related io the Shakhmanoffs and to many others. I quoted
Merzbacher's strictures on the waste of good grassland in these parts
-my host indignantly denied it. 'There 's not a square foot unused
and even so we have tb drive some of our sheep to Pasture in the low-
lands!' As to arable land, irrigation was indispensable, far more so
than in Ossetia, where there was more humidity and a better soil;
where, also, there were more trees. The Ossetines were content to
manure their fields by penning sheep on them for a few nights-
here more serious treatment was called for.

We left Khoulam next morning (Monday, Sept. rst), Boul4 still
with us, and rode down the gorge of the Western Tcherek between
the Ak-kaya,'White-ridge',ind the lt-kaya, 'Dog-ridge',r at, first,
with grand, grassy siopes, topp€d by these limestones, on either hand.
After awhile the itop.i becarne covered more and more,densely with
deciduous trees and bushes, while the jutting crags and bastions were
crowned or fringed with conifers. The older road, low down along
one bank of the river, had been washed away in places, so we kept to
an alternate one carried for the most part some hundreds of feet
higher upon the other bank,z affording us, as we turned and looked
baik towards Bezinghi, enchanting views of perhaps the tnost
beautiful gorge in all the Central Caucasus. I have no Proper descrip-
tion of itf indeed, I am afraid that on the whole I took insufficient
notes of mere scenic beauty throughout my travels, much as I appre-
ciate it; nor will my wellnigh morbid love of accuracy allorn' me to
trust to memory oniy, in such cases as this; Dinnik, however, speaks
of it with enthusiasm, and there are excellent descriptions of the very
similar gorge of the Eastern Tcherek, running parallel to it less than

know, makes the Kara-kaya (Black-ridge), which is marked
western extremity of the Ak-k uy^, p^tt7f 

'the 
lt-kaya, Zap.,

t Dinnik: who should
on the J v. map at the
vol. xii i , p. 4.

z Which was which, right and left,
memorv faiis me.

my notes do not say, and at this distance of time
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ten miles awolr by Grover and, especially, by Freshfield,, authors
whose books my readers shouid not fail to consult even though not
Alpine climbers.

No sooner were we on moderately easy ground, downland studded
with oaks, some old and of considerable size, than Boul6 commenced
djigltiting, a process which evidently gave him much pleasure though
sadly at the cost of his gallant horse, u'hich was time ifter time urged
to utmost speed by the cruel nagaika and frantic joggings of knee and
heel-fortunately spurless-accompanied by barbaric shoutings, to
be reined in on its haunches, again and again, u,ith savage violence.
Thrice he insisted on Ourousbi pegging down a small sheet of paper

!o lhe g-round which each time he pierced, stooping lor,v, with a pistoi-
bullet fired as he passed at full gallop. I was sorry for the horie and
made some remonstrance, but I fear without effect; 'men's evil
manners live in brass' and are hard indeed to change. Doubrovin,
writing of the Daghestanis, says 'nearly all the horses have their legs
unsound, thanks to the crazy galloping and djigltitovhabeloved of the
mountaine€rs',r *n6 Vs. ,Vliller speaks of the ill treatment of horses
near lrlaltchik, more especially of a trick the natives have of mount-
ing and, immediately, without the least provocation, administering
to their poor beasts three or more tremendous thwacks with the
nagaikar+ as rvho should say, 'I'm your master and a brutal one; don't
you forget it!' The going now became very bad, a thunderstorm
breaking o\rer us accornpanied by some of the heaviest rain I had
ever known. Not long aftern'ards, happening to be ahead of the rest,
I followed the path don'n a steepish btnk to what was evidently a ford.
The-stream _(of the western Tiherek), wide at this point and-already
swollen by the tropical dou'npour, ran furiously and was obviously far
from shallow. But I had made it a rule, u'hatever I felt, never to show
what the natives might possibly take for fear, so I rode on without
check. Hardly, however, were Poti's hind feet in the rvater when
Ourousbi dashed down, seized my bridle and forced him round; then
with profuse and abject apologies, he explained that the crossing was

' Op. cit., pp. r r 2 sqq.
' 

!*pl: vol.. i, p. r!z- sqq. (quoting The Central Causasus and Bashanrpp. 4oz sqq.).

-3 Istoria.voiyeervol. i, pt. i, p. 5r2. But this was an exaggeration.-VLtiarneerioti,
a better.authority, laid stress on the fact that the Tchetchens possessed ma.ty *or. good
horses than their Cossack opponents. Conquestrp. r r5.

a Miller and Kovalevsky, ap. cit., p. 542.
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already dangerous, we should probabl.y lolg our horses-and perhaps
o.r, orun livei; he or one of the bthers should, of course , have been in
front. \Ve rode up the bank again and some minutes later Poti side-
slipped on a shelving slab of rock amidst dense undergrowth and
down \^'e came, I, luikily, pitching clear. It was no one's fault, for
we had chanced upon a smooth stretch of stone, at an awkward
angle, quite hidden by leafage. Later we crossed the Western
TJherek, just above whbre it joins the main river, by a bridge, and
following ih. latt.t upstream crossed it in turn by-a second bridge,
and at dirsk, in heavy rain, were astonished to catch the glimmer_of
something white and tent-like in a water-logged meadow. We
called 

" 
lirlt, then Ourousbi and I rode forward to reconnoitre. We

had thought of some party of road-engineers or surveyott, p-,tl ,hgl,
almost cJrtainly, would 

-have 
had an orderly camP, which this

evidently was not, and in less objectionable surroundings. - What was
ooruutptise to find two Cossack wagons drawn up, their teams
hitched'beside them, their owners hurriedly descending, rifle in
hand, from one vehicle while from beneath a canvas sheet stretched
over the other there gazed at us with eyes full of wonder and alarm,
a man, two women, and several small children! They shrank back
with more than one gasp of fear as I drew up close to them to make
inquiries-they werJ evidently Russians-and dismounted, where-
upon the mother of the family, the other-woman byher dress being-
,'rrrrrr., cried out'Gospodi (O Lord); he has an Englislt saddle!'
To which I replied smiling, hat in hand,'Why not' madame, as I
happen to be English?' '.4iglitchtinin ! on Anglitclt1i1inl (an English-
*in t he's an Englishman!)t Then followed voluble explanations_as
to who they were and where they hailed from. The father of the
family, it seemed, was a photographer in Kharkoff. He had brought
his family to Naltchik for the summer holidays. The Cossacks there
had persladed them to make an excursion towards the mountains,
ptonriring fine u'eather and, above all, no razboiniki (robbe-rs). The
weather was vile, some of the party were soaked to the skin, the canvas
cover leaked like a sieve, their bread was sodden; worst of all, the
Cossacks, for whom they had now, evidently, nothing but contemPt'
had failed in many attempts to light a fire and had at last given it up
in despair. There they were, not very cold-luckily-but wet and

hungry, with no hope of relief till morning at earliest, when they
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were bent on driving back to Naltchik as fast as they possibly could,
never more to risk their lives n'ith'stupid barbarous Cossacks'in so
inhospitable a country as thev n61y-lhsugh they knetv not Horace
-deemed the Caucasus. As to robbers they confessed that their
hearts went into their n-rouths u'hen they first peeped out and saw
Ourousbi and me splashing up throlrgh the rain and semi-darkness,
our faces and figures nrore than half hidden in bas/tlyk and bourka.
We soon reassured the rn, of course, and learning their predicament
I pointe d to the dense smoke rising from n'here Islam and Boul6 had
alreadv sr-rcceeded in kindling a brushu'ood fire. \\ ' i th eager, almost
adoring faces, the children, iound-eyed, gazed at the A"nglitchrinin
as he explained that they could have jorums of hot milk-cocoa round,
though it would take some time to serve them all, as our kettle was
a small one. 'But ours is enormous!'cried materfamilias, and indeed
it was. offers of more solid food rn ere gratefully refused, luckily for
us as we had little to spare, nor would they leave the wagon $'here,
huddled all together, they were comparatively warm and comfort-
able, to share our fire in the open. Their loaves were spoilt, but they
had other things, and with the hot cocoa would do very well till
morning. It might save the children's lives, who could tell I One of
them at least was a mere baby. A Cossack came with us to our fire,
which was now a roaring one, with logs on it, in spite of the rain-
a feat of magic I more than once had good reason to admire in the
mountains-bringing with him the huge kettle. I emptied a whole
large-sized tin of cocoa into it and when well on the boil sent it back
to the. perishing family, with a promise of another such supply in the
mornlng.

Our fire was partly sheltered by an old oak-tree of some size. On
its roots I set my saddle, on the saddle my pillow, on the pillow my-
self. I had on field-boots and thick stockings, so my legs were warm
and dry-all above them to the u'aist just sopping, the fact being
that after my fali I had had to u'alk a considerable distance through
the very wettest of brushwood, grass, and creepers, with eourka
twisted round body and neck to make progress possible. I now got
out my dry blanket-the saddle-bags of course, were waterproof
-wrapped it round me from knees to waist next the skin, pulled *y
knee-breeches up again, my upper garments down, and with bourrta,
tent-like, over my head, could defy the rain that fell through the
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night without ceasing. I satthere till dawn, never winking an eye, and
with Ourousbi next me let my thoughts run over all our journeys
together from the Caspian onwards; I dreamed, too, of r,r'hat was yet
to come ere Poti should wet his feet at last in the waters of the Euxine
-vain dream-but the night that might have been so long and
wearisome passed quickly and pleasantly. There was one diversion, it
is true, that I could well have spared. Towards midnight a miserable,
foriorn creature, a homeless, out-of-work, poverty-stricken Karatchai,
crept up. A few grunts passed between him and my men, after
which he was allowed to hunch near the fire; but Islam, I saw, took
occasion to make sure that the tetherings of our horses had not
been tampered with. I had meant to offer the poor creature a share
of our morning meal, but long before dawn he rose and slipped
silently away. His one occupation throughout the night was, from
time to time, to bare one side or other of 

'l 
shaggy breast, open-

ing out the rag that did duty as shirt, and catch and exterminate
vermin. (For the Karatchai country see Map 3).

Before daybreak we roused the fire to a blaze again, sent for the
Cossack and his kettle, supplied all, including ourselves, with more
hot cocoa and, having farewelled the family from on horseback, the
baby and I blowing kisses, rode off at 7 ^.m. (Sept. znd) to Upper
Kozh6kovo, where we rested from r r.3o to r p.m. The gratitude of
the Naltchik party was quite touching; in fact I never, so far as I
know, earned as much of that commodity so easily in all the days of
my life, nor was there any question of favours to come.

Our next halt was at the largish village of Liasken (in Ossetine
Khaevskoe) on the river Liasken, where we arrived at 5.3o p.m.
and stayed till morning. f now felt the effect of a day and a night in
the saddle, with or without a horse beneath me. Besides, we were
out of the mountains now; a day more and we should sight the rail-
way; another, and I should be talking'oil ' in Vladikavkaz! The
knowledge was sobering, not to say depressing, and that probably is
why I find nothing in my notebook under'Khaevskoe', u'ith the
exception of two references, one to a curious creature, a five-horned
tame ram, bought from a Mountain Tartar and supposed to be a cross
betlveen a male tour and an ordinary sheep-the sheep, that is to say,
of all South Russia and the East, as well as of North and SouthAfrica.
It had the fat tail of the latter,lvas very vigorous and uncommonly

n fI I
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well grown.t The second reference was to the fact that, a little higher
up this valley, eight families of Doukhobors,'followers of Tolstoy'
as Ourousbi, not unjustifiably, put it, had sold their land at Rs. 5o per
dessiatine, a fair price being Rs. 75, and were off to Canada in the
wake of the main body of those troublesome sectarians, which had
left the Caucasus in r899.

There was a change for the better during the night-the morning
broke fine (Sept. 3rd); Dvkh-tau and Koshtan-tau showed up well,
the latter especially, \\'est-solrth-rvest of us. We made a start at T.+s
a.nr. and stopped to graze trx'o hours later, having crossed a ridge of
enchanting loveliness-broad slopes of grass, studded r.r'ith grand old
oaks, absolutely like the finest of English parks, but stretching down
to vast forests of beech, mile upon mile, on either side-to the plains,
that is, behind us, to the limestones in front, not craggy on this their
northern side but green and smooth above the tree-line to their very
crests. Above them and beyond were the giants of the Main Chain,
Kazbek south-east, Dykh-tau and Koshtan-tau south-west, the valley
of the Ouroukh pointing due south, as we now for a time rode, and
leading up to the Adai-khokh group, whereof Adai itself stood
out notably fine, with a broken precipitous ridge ( ?Karagom) to the
west of it. \{y note-book says, 'Perhaps, after all, the mountains are
most beautiful at a distance'; I hardly dare transcribe the heresy, but
the scene was unusualiy lovely. We rested awhile at a haycutters'
shelter (&a/agan) of u'attle and props. There were bedsteads raised
on short posts rolrnd tu'o sides of the interior, covered with hay, a
hearth in the middle, and over it a kettle hung on a jack made

,.;11,1;ITSZ6;ir"'!;:":J"ti;n'fl '"?i,o;,?,li"ixt,mf iill',lmi::r*:mn:r
it was taken several with the same deformitv. Six horns are not uncommon, but the
Mongols. try to kill off such freaks (.N{ongolia and Tibet, t4o).' The Century Dict.
figures a'quadricorn'sheep (Ovis aries, r-'er. quadricornis)randthe seven-horned lamb of'Revelation'may have had a material origin in such abnormalit ies. See too, Marco Polo,
i:4++. The giraffe in Mongalla district (Africa) has five horns (Deserts ldle, p.62).
Re four horns and Evil Eye, see ante)vol. i, p. zqq. Asto the 'fat-tails', Mr. Latiimoie
coming westward from Kwei-hua sees them for the first time north of the Karlik Tagh
range (The Desert Road to Turkestan, p. 2s4. For S. Africa see Historic Farms, &.i.,
by Dorothea Fairbridge, Oxf. Univ. Press, London: Humphrey Milford, p. loo. The'sheep most valued by the early coionists was Otis steatopygira sheep with such a fat and
heavy tail that little carriages were made for it by the natlves to prevent it from trailing
on the ground', a practice not unknown nearer'horne
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entirely of rn'ithies and wood. A bag for salt had been cunningiy
contrived out of the skin of a cow's fore-legs, slit e ach down one side
and sewn together.

Riding on \^re passed a little to the north of Karadjaevo and there
I noticed several kourgans, with, apparently, lines of circumvalla-
tion; also, scattered about, huge specimens of sorbus donestica, bear-
ing fruit which, like that of the medlar 'rotten ere half-ripe', is only
sweet when fallen.t Very noticeable beneath them were bushes of a
wild mallow, bearing large pale-yellow flowers, and the seed-cases
we called'cheeses'as children. When near the left bank of the
Ouroukh we drew rein, about 2 p.m., and bade good-bye to Boul6,
who was highly gratified at the amount of the payment I made him,
which would indeed have horrified Dr. Merzbacher and other such
travellers who in the Caucasus fought strenuously against any de-
mand beyond the miserable scale they believed to be estabiished in
the mountains, often quite wrongly. In any case, a hard-and-fast rule
could never fairly be appiied away from beaten tracks. Circum-
stances varied greatly and what was reasonably good pay in one
place might be grossly inadequate in another; the cost of fodder, for
instance, differing widely. Boul6 was a gay companion, a gallant
figure, a man of good family, whose introductions had in all proba-
bility procured us, in more places than one, better treatment than
would otherwise have been our lot. Why should I make a point of
keeping within iimits supposed, doubtfully, to be established by
custom or by some vague'authority', but never accepted by the
poorest of guides without grumbling I It pleased me at parting to see
his eyes sparkle, his whole being quiver with anticipatory pieasure, as,
in all likelihood, he planned there and then a visit to Naltchik or even
to Vladikavkaz, there to go djighiting up and down the principal
streets till stopped by the police, to the admiration, doubtless, of rnany
a fair one. I should have been sorry to think thatrinstead,I had added
to the reputation for stinginess and bad manners the learned doctor
and some other Europeans had left behind them in the mountains.

The grass was of good quality at this spot, so we let our horses graze
at will for twenty minutes or so; then on and across the Ouroukh by

' Dubois de Montp6reux figures a fine specimen, drawn at Ai-Daniel, on the
Crimean coast, some 4o feet high and more than that in spread of branches. '!tlas, II
S&ie (pittoresgue), pl. L.
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ferry-boat and through ten nriles of tall and tasselled maize to
Kogolkino, where Abdul 'of that ilk', a friend of Ourousbi's, who
had heard of our coming, au'aited us at the entrance to the village.
This consisted of one long, n'ide, grassy street, the houses on either
side separated by gardens u'ith, at the far end, a spacious green on
which numerous horses \\'ere grazing; but the Sliaulokh herd, of
which Ourousbi had often spoken, ou.'ned by this same Abdul
Kogolkin, was no\\ ' far au'ay on the nrountain purtur.r.

We dismounted n'ith the usual ceremonies, but, our host being
with us already and our visit expected, lvithout the usual weary wait
on horseback. Instead, Ourousbi and I were left to ourselves for a
while in the rtounahskaya, while Islam looked to the horses; then
Abdul entered the room, we rose from our chairs, but he begged us
to be seated again. We complied, but only for a moment, as our host
remained standing; then Ourousbi entreated him most earnestly to
sit with us. This he did, but almost immediately both men stood up,
gazed at each other intentlyr then solemnly shook hands. One would
have thought ail this time that they were perfect strangers met to
discuss so-" business of the utmost gravity #d i-pottanJe, whereas,
in truth, they were friends of old standing with nothing particular to
sa-y_ to each other; but this ceremonial obsirvance is-oi was-a point
of honour with the Kabard6n nobility and gentry, who, as stated
elsewhere, gave the law in these and other matters-including arms
and dress-to all the Caucasus; and Ourousbi in knowledge and
observance of etiquette tr,as not to be outdone by any man, prince or
peasant, between the Black Sea and the Caspian.

The thaw after this seemingly frosty interlude was gradual, but the
tantlaar had, of course, been ordered, and, over our tea, conversa-
tion soon became friendly. Catching sight of a girl in costume a good
way-off I betrayed an interest u'hich, though silent, my host was
quick to perceive. He remarked that few of the younger generation
of women wore any but Russian dresses norv. but it so chinced that
a girl from the far end of the village rvas in his house as a guest and
she, he knew, was the h"ppy possessor of a very perfect costume. Our
horses being saddled-for we were making no stay-he borrowed
mine and on it sent one of his men to fetch the dress. Soon after, we
had the pleasure of seeing the good-iooking owner, blushing and
laughing, display herself and it before us.
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Nleantime u'e had heard of the assassination at Beslan by an
Ossetine of no less a personage than the Nlilitary Chief of the
District, u'hich greatly distressed Ourousbi; and also of the suicide
at Ghizel of a schoolmaster involved in a political riot that had taken
place there recently. I think that the two incidents were connected,
but am not sure. These, in any case, were but preliminary rurnblings
of the storm that was to break over Russia and the Caucasus from
three to four years later, to be foilowed in r9 rTby the Revolution.I

In one corner of the guest-room was a 'hospitality-stick' like that at
Kousparti. While we were mounting, Abdul spoke of Ourousbi's
horse, which he had promptly recognized orving to the fact that its
former abrek owner had claimed hospitality from him the previous
year. He confirmed that, as already stated, this notable animal went
iwice as well by night as by day-the result, no doubt, of very
special training.- 

It was past 5 p.m. when we left Kogolkino; the horses were tired
and we rode at a foot's pace down the street and across the green,
where Ourousbi, halting once and again, on this the very scene told
me anew of the rape of Princess Atazhukina, and the origin of the
Shaulokh breed.

T/te Rope oJ the Princes Atazhukina.

A Kabard6n gentleman,'fiazhikoff by name, fell in love, it seems,
with the princess, who rn as young and beautiful, but out of all
measure proud. The suitor could make no way with her at all,
though well matched in age and looks, and of noble, if not princely,
birth. ft was not that she altogether disdained him, but she repelled
his advances and would give him no hope, so that, driven to despera-
tion, he exclaimed one day:'Well, if you won't have me one \,vay, you
shall another. I will carry you off!'

I.{ow, that might well be the fate of any ordinary Kabarddn
r It was in r9o5 that my friend Leslie Urquhart earned the'Albert tr4edal of the

rst Class ', which King Edward made a point of presenting personally, bv his notable
safe-guarding in difficult and dangerous circumstances of the whole of the British
community in Baku, and, in especial, a most gallant rescue of four of its members who
had becomestranded behind abarrageof some Ioor I2milesof blazingoil-reservoirs,
wooden derricks, and spouting wells amidst which-a veritable 'hell upon g4fth'-

Armenians and Tartars for many days were slaughtering each other with every imagin-
able aggravation of abominable cruelty.
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maiden; it very often rn'as. But that the Princess Atazhukina should
be carried off against her will from the midst of her powerful family
and their many retainers, seemed to touch on theTantastic.r Th;
princess thought so, no doubt, and answered scornfully enough,
though not, perhaps, u'ithout just the shadorv of a shade of encoum[e-
ment in what was too slight, too evanescent, to be called u ,-i1.,'Cary me off and I'll m..rrr\r vou I ' 'You shall ! ' cried Tiazhikoff, and
with that they narted.

For rnonthi nothing happened. Life at Kogolkino u,ent its accus-
ton-red round; autumn \\'ore away, u'inter cat't're u'ith more snow than
usual, though not to l ie long. I4arch u,as cold and cheerless, but by
the middle of April spring \,vas at the full, florn,ers abloom, the birds
1n.:o"g. T!en, one day, there was a wedding in the vil lage; the
bride was a friend of the princess, who graced the ceremony w:ith her
presence, and towards evening, danced with the rest on ihe village
green, the pride and queen of them ali.

In those days there was a fort on the far bank of the ouroukh
river and stationed there, as it happened, were two or three squad-
rons of a famous regiment, the Ni2hni Novgorod (Nizhigorodsky)
dragoons;z and some of the officers, naturally enough, .rr.r. on.r by
invitation to the wedding, their handsome unifor,.rJrclding colour tt
t s-c-ele already briiliant. Presently, one of them, Lieutenant Evsta-
fieff, bowing l9w, solicited the honour of a waltz with the princess.
He was a notably good dancer, and the lady adored daniing; she
gave herself up without thought to the enchantment of the mo-ment,
heeding not at ali the fact that, little by little, with many a dexteroui
turn and twist, now fast, now slon,, her partner kepi edging her
nearer and nearer to the point u'here the street debouched on the
grgel' she gave no heed-u'hy should she I But suddenly there was
a dull thunder of galloping hoofs, and the dance came to an abrupt

..I .Accord-ing to Pallas (Bemerl' vol. i, p. 383) the Atrz.hukirrs rulcd as subjects the
third part o.f the population of Kabard6, .o-pklirg over 3)ooo peasants and 5oo ousdens
(gentlemen).

_ 
' L9"q 'the only corps of regular cavalry in thc army of the caucasus'; wilbraham's

Trave.ls., London, r839, p. 198. Dumas was their gulst twenty ycars later and teils us
someth.ing_of their origin and history in his most eicellent book Tire regiment was
raised by Peter the Great and had served in the Caucasus since rBr3. Le Caucase,
Pu.lit 

t5?'.chap. r3' -And see Potto, V., Istoria 44vo dragoonshavo frixhigorodslavi
polkri. P'ich|y illustrated, partly in colours; St. Petersbur5 lSgl-S.



BALKARIA a a a
" J

end as, on Shaulokh horses swift as the wind, Tiazhikoff and
Ourousbi dashed out. In less time than it takes to tell, the princess
was seized, s\l'ung to her lover's saddle-bow-and au'ay!t

Then, indeed, there was (mounting 'mong Graenles of the
Netherby clan', in other words, amid shouting of men and shrie king
of rn'omen, the Atazhukin brothers with their friends and retainers,
mad u,ith anger, got to ho'rse as quick as might be; gripped revolver
and rifle, sword or kinjal, and in another moment or two would have
been hot in pursuit rn'ith, apparently, every chance in their favour,
for they were manl, the ravishers few-two only-and burdened
r,vith an unwilling victim. A stumble, a check of any kind, might be
fatal; the recovery of the princess, the bloody death of her captors,
seemed inevitable-when a strange thing happened.

The Russian coionel, it seems, had taken of late to drilling his
men with marked assiduity, in the cool of each evening, on the green.
On this particular day his squadrons were out as usual, but, the
open ground being occupied by the merry-makers, what more
natural than that they should use as a substitute the grassy street I
There, at least, they were, and it so fell out that at the very moment
when Tiazhikoff and Ourousbi fled by, a word of command rang out
and the troopers drew up in close order across the street, blocking it
completely! The commanding officer had his back to the mob of
frantic horsemen who soon surged up and around him, vociferat-
ing wildly, and demanding instant passage. Professing the urmost
amazement, and a failure, natural enough in the circumstances-for
he spoke no Circassian-to understand what all the noise was about,
he managed to delay pursuit no very long time, indeed, but sufE-
ciently, with the initial gain, to enable the ravishers to put a very con-
siderable distance between themselves and their pursuers. Darkness
and cunning did the rest-a short cut here and there, false informa-
tion volunteered by apparently innocent passers-by, deepening
gloom in the forests. For everything to the minutest detail had been
carefully thought out, the whole scheme planned and prepared for

' Much as the daughter of Erechtheus was snatched away by Thracian Boreas from
Cecropia'as she -rt vlhirling in the dance, hard by Ilissus'si..j-'. ,4rgonauticarBk. 4
11. zt3-t 5 (Seaton's translation). 'Young Lochinvar' swung the lady up to the croupe,
then sprang to the saddle before her, which might do with a willing bride, but not in
such a case as this!
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during the long months of rn'aiting. Tiazhikoff and Ourousbi, the
latter keeping a little to the rear, rifle in hand, ready to shoot down
the leading enemies' horses if necessary or help to master the iady (in
no very gentle manner) should she prove obstreperous, rode fifty
miles hardly drawing rein-the princess after the first shock making
little or no resistance-and caught an express-train northward-bound
that had, in a strangelv convenient manner, broken down at a minor
station not far fro-bheorghievsk, to start again even more providen-
tially as soon as the fugitives had boarded it. The princess realized
that the \\'ager u'as lost and won. Flers was a royal nature as well as
name; she had given her word; she possessed too, possibly, a pretty
full share of what we now, I believe, call the cave-woman's feelings.
She gave in and was wedded that night-or next morning.I Tiazhi-
koff, after all, as to means and position, was a suitable if not quite
a brilliant match, while, as a lover, he had proved himself, in her eyes
at least, well u'orthy of the royalest princess ever bred on'the rugged
flanks of Caucasus'.

Tlte Sltaulort/t Breed.

The Shaulokh breed, according to Ourousbi, was the best in all the
country. Klaproth, rn'rit ing in r8o8, of the Tcherkess, said:'Their
horses rn'ander at liberty in the meadows and never enter a stable.
They are sold to the Russians and the Georgians. They are of
middle height and the n'rajority bay or dapple greli I have never seen
a black among them. The best breed, called Shalokh, has a particular
brand on the flank; it belongs to the famiiy Tau-Sultan and numbers
no more than zoo head, nrostly bays-lvhites are extremely rare.
The horses are always oLlt at grass, in summer on the mountains
between the Fiag,the Ar-don, and the Ours-don (Psekoush in Tcher-
kess), the rest of the year on the Terek, between Tatartoup and
Djoulat. A foal is held equal as a gift to one slavel but the theft of one
of these horses is punished no more severely than that of any other
object or article belonging to the prince; that is to say, by a fine of
nine times the value, with one slave thrown in. Really good horses
are by no means so numerous amongst the Tcherkess as is commonly

r I have before explained that with the mountaineers the accomplished fact meant
much. Once bedded, though not yet wedded, the quarrel, till then deadly, became, as
a rule, mere matter for adjustment-financial adjustment, mainly.
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supposed; so that one may have to pay as much as Rs. r oo for one of
the best; for others, however, as little as from r S to 2S roubles."

Elseu'here the same writer, speaking of the Five \{ountains
(Besh-tau), says that'Ptolemy, who, seemingly, knew them u'e1l, calls
them the Horse h4ountains, r& inrrtx& 6pn,' an apProPriate name, as
the best breeds are still found there, especially that called trampkt,
which is branded on one flank with M, and is esteemed next to the
Shalokh'. Probably this is the breed mentioned in a Circassian elegy
-'the [red-haired Russian] general escaped, but Pshugui bore off
his charger, of the valued race of Tram'.2 Gtildenstiidt+ had already,
under dateJune z3rd, r773,told of a herd of 3,ooo mares and their
foals, with a few stallions, belonging to twelve princes of Great
Kabard6, which all came to drink water of the salt-lake Tambi near
Besh-tau. The mares were branded on the left flank. The nameof the
race was Beslan, the colour mostly white or brown. On Map 3 of
the same volume close to Besh-tau is a Christian village marked
Tramkt, while in the next he speaks of the'village of Tram, on the
N. slope of Maschuka, renowned for its noble breed of horses'.

The actual name of Kogolkin's breed was Shaulokh, and presum-
ably Klaproth's identification of it as Shalokh, which was a frequent
appellation amongst the princes of Kabard6 and applied by him to
eight successive villages along the river Bdaya,was correct. The loca-
tion of the herd in more modern times had undoubtedly been at
Kogolkino and the owners the noble but not princely family of that
nanle. The Kabard6n princes, be it noted,lost many of their privi-
leges soon after Klaproth's day, and some of their lines died out.
The Kogolkins, presumably, inherited the herd from the Tau-
Sultan family or acquired it from them by marriage, the unrn'ritten
but inviolable law that prince or princess could only marry an equal
having by then been relaxed. f1

The Shaulokh brand, at the time I write of, was 
'\2f 

, and
or mare so marked couid only be bought first-hand of our host

a horse
Abdul

'  Reise, &c. ( I8rz),  vol .  i ,  p.  58r.  I  have
writer so give Klaproth the credit for it-if
deserves,

2 Reise, vol. i, p. 484.
3 Journal of a Residence in Circassia; James Stanislaus Bell, London, r84o, vol. i,

p . r 7 5 .
a Reisen, ed. Pallas, vol. ii, p. zl.
I I  C q

not traced this passage to any previous
doubtingly, that is no worse than he
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Kogolkin. Forgeries, indeed, were not unknown in spite of the
dealh penalty established for illegitimate branding; but the large
liquid eyes, the chief bodily characteristic of the genuine Shaulokhs,
through which their mild yet indomitable spirit shone, were unmis-
takable; besides which, according to Pallas, they had another more
definite physical peculiarity in that the hoof was quite full and
without frog (Diese. . . Race ist noch ganz besonderi durch einen
ganz vollen Huf, ohne Pfeil, characterisirt).r

The story of their origin as told me by Ourousbi was this. One
night, long ago, a party of Tchetchen raiders led by a Kabard6n, no
mere traitor but one who sought revenge for a real or fancied griev-
ance, drove off a herd of his people's horses and at daybreak- took
refuge ̂in the almost impenetiable wilderness formed by the reed-
beds of the Terek. Presently, a wild stallion came trotting out:

Tlrin rnane, tltick tail, broad buttocks, tender hide,
Look, what a ltorse sltould lla,ue he did not lack,

and proceeded to cover a particularly ill-conditioned mare of the
stolen herd. When night came again, the raiders, on parting from
their guide, oftered him a reward in money. This he refused, saying
that al1 he r,vould take rn'as the scraggy marb, which in any case wbuld
be unable to keep up u'ith the iest in their headlong race to
Tchetchnia. His modest request was granted, not without much
banter, but the result proved hor,v well he had been inspired, for the
mare foaled in due course and from her offspring came ihe shaulokh
breed, which has ever since been sought afier, in especial, for raids,
both speed and endurance being great, but even more remarkable a
courage and devotion beyond praise.2 said ourousbi, 'A shaulokh
horse, Ivdn Iv6novitch, can alu'ays be counted on however sorelv
wounded or distressed-within the limits of possibility-to bear his
master home in safety from the most desperite of ali his ventures'.

t In a plate of brandsin Pallas, Bemeraulngen, &c., r.ol. i, at end (or plate zr in Atlas
to French translation, P_aris, rBo5), frequently copied since, not'oniy the Shaulokh
brand but a hoof of the Shaulokh horse ii shor+,n.

' This story has points in common with that of Kurr-oglou's horse 'Kyrak', sired by
a stallion that emerged from the waters of the oxus, cl-imbed the bank, joined thL
studr.and, having covered two mar^es, plunged into the iiver and *ur r.u.i seen again.
Chodzko, A., Specimeu, pp- r 7-I q. Pallai (Bemer,p., vol. i, p. gg:) says that 

"..orii'gto the Tcherkess the progenitor of the Shauloi<hs emeiged f.o* ttr.i"n. 
'For 

Kurr-ogloi
see anterp. 6r, n. r. Cf. the tlighland riyer-horse ai in The New Road, p. 333.
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Which reminded me that La Mancha's knight in his catalogue of
virtues derived by man from the beasts puts loyal devotion-/e aldad
-to the credit of the horse.r

We nor.v pushed on, and our horses, though not of the breed,
responded bravely, despite the fact that rough riding and poor feed-
ing had reduced them to very low condition. We were joined for a
time by a party of riders in pursuit of horse-thieves, who apparently
had swum the Terek, though owing to the late heavy rains, as we
presently saw, it ran like a mill-race. At one place we bought a huge
water-melon (arbouz) which I divided into three, then ate my share
riding, slicing off great chunks of the luscious red flesh with my kinjal.
Now, of all the food I ever tasted in the whole of my life notlring had
left so vivid and imperishable a memory behind it as an or&ou,
devoured at the end of a drive across'the hungry steppe'in Central
Asia in t894, when lips were cracked and bleeding, tongue like a
piece of wood, nostrils, eyes, mouth, and throat choked with the
infinitely fine dust of the loess.2 We were in no such case now, but
we had ridden many hours on tired horses and that is ever lvearisomel
the heat, too, had been great and I would not have exchanged our
water-melon-price one penny-an article of food (or drink, for it is
more than 9o per cent. water) not worth tasting in cool weather, for
the costliest fruit ever grown, or for tumblerfuls of iced champagne!

The Terek we knew was unfordable, and not being horse-thieves
the risk of swimming it would not in our case have been justifiable.
But the ferry-service ended for the day at Z p.m. and we feared miss-
ing it, for, latterllr to stir our horses out ol a walk would have in-
volved downright cruelty. As a matter of fact it was five minutes
after the hour, and already dusk, when we reached the river-bank,
but luckily we were in time for the last crossing in spite of the fact
that an increase of brigandage and of other criminal manifestations-

1 
.Don Quixatz, second part, ch. vii. I can find no room for Kurr-oglou's points of

the ideal horse; but for pith, truth, and brevity it would be hard to beat eharlei Reade's
description of a dainty mare, skittish on the road, but . . . 'p,rt her at timber, stream
and ploughed field, in pleasing rotation, and see her now! up ears; open nostril; nerves
steel; heart invincible; eye of fire; foot of wind ! ' Love me Little., Laie me Lang, ch, xix.

. 
2 

.So fine, so p€netratingr.that a perceptible layer of it formed on the ivory backs of my
brushes, themselves in their own leather case and that inside a kit-bag, locked ani
strapped, but not, indeed, by any means new.



228 TRAVELS IN THE CAUCASUS
partly political-had led to the issue cf brand-new regulations and
their observance with a zeal and exactitude quite uncommon in the
Caucasus and, indeed, in al l  l{ussia. I  use the word ' lucki ly'  because
our alternative was to seek a night's lodging in the dark, probably in
the Cossack stanitsa of Zmevska\ra, a prospect equally unattractive to
Ourousbi, Islam, and mvself. Thev had their own reasons for dis-
l iking the dominant race in generai and the Cossacks in part icular,
while I had realized long since that to gain the confidence of the
tr ibesmen the less truck I had rvith Rr.rssians the better; and in point
of fact I  very seldorn spoke to one in al l  n)v manv jor-rrneys in the
mountains. For quite other reasons, and chietly to secure the utmost
possible liberty of action, I avoided n'ith much pertinacity the fre-
quently proffered company of my fel low countrymen, and, indeed,
of all others except the natives themselves.

Landing without adventure on the right bank of the Terek we
rode on a short distance to the house of a near relation of Ourousbi's
not far from the railway station of Elkh6tovo, so named after an
aoul settled, or resettled, by Government r,vith Ossetines from the
Ghizel-don and Ganal-don after the Shamil scare of r 846, the
object being to guard the ford or crossing. This was a point of great
historical and strategical importance, the scene both of Timour's
victory over Toktanruish in r3QJ-tu,o years after the latter's sack
of Moscorn'-and of Sheikh \Iansour's defeat bythe Russians just 40o
years later, as well as of Shamil's daring attempt in the Murid war to
raise Kabard6 and so bring East and West together in the struggle
for Freedom and the Shariat. ft u'as known as Tatartoup.r

The Terek here, having reached the plain and been joined by
many rivers such as the Kambileyevka, from the East, the Arkhon,
Ghizel-don, Ar-don, and Ours-don (Russ. Bielaya) from Kazbek
and the south, runs for a brief space as a single stream through the
range of hills which, guiding and guarding the Ouroukh on its lower
course, turns east beyond the Terek to end in a smother of derricks
just short of Grozny. At low water there \\'as a good ford; at high
water the natives, mounted, as all \A'ere, and unencumbered, except
on one occasion-in r 846-by artillery, baggage-train, or other
impedimenta, crossed the river with almost equai facility, provided
always that no hostile guns commanded them from the wooded hills.

t Conguest, chapter xxv.
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Near the ferry or] the south side in'ere scattered various ruins
attesting the existence tirere in former times of an important centre
of hunian activity. Of these by far the most conspicuous was the
famous ninaret described at length by Gtildenstadtl and, later, by
Dubois de N{ontpdreux, who figures it in his atlas.z But, for once,
that learned and accurate observer goes astray, for he gives the
position as 43 versts by road from Vladikavkaz instead of c. 49, and
on the bank of the small river Dourdour, which enters the Bielaya
rather more than half a mile from the latter's junction with the
Terek, instead of on the Terek itself. Now Grildenstedt, much
earlier, had given a description of the ruins, including, besides the
tall minaret and remains of two small churches and one mosque, a
second haif-ruined minaret 4z feet high. Klaproth, in between
(r8o8), u,ho was learned, no doubt, but not accurate, speaks of a
minaret in connexion with Timour's victory but gives the height as
4o feet, the number of steps inside as 55 (against Dubois's 75),and
a distance from the Terek of 'about r,ooo paces'. Evidently this
is Grildenstddt's second minaret, the position of which agrees very
exactly rn'ith Dubois's assignment but not with the structure he draws
and describes. Klaproth, I conclude, never saw the building to rn'hich
alone any fame attaches, Dubois's height for which is 7 5 pieds du roi.
These, he expressly informs us, were as r 5 to r 6 English feet; so that
the minaret was 8o feet high, not 40, but still 'less than half the
height of the celebrate d minaret of Shamkhor' near Elizavetpol, which
it closely resembled. This, too, Dubois figures in his atlas.3

It was natural enough that myth and legend should gather round
such a spot and that the natives should regard it as sacred. Tatartoup
gave the right of sanctuary in cases even of blood-feud homicide;
vows taken and agreements made there had a peculiar sanctity.
Mussulman, Christian, pagan-all had their interests at Tatartoup,
though, for some centuries past and up to our own time, none but the
last named couid claim actuality. Thus, the King of the Jann-
Prometheus, heavily disguised-would, it was believed, graciously

'  Reisen, ed. Pallas, r7g7rvol. i, pp. 5o3sq.'z Pl. XXIX, c., S6rie III, texte vol. iv, p. +6+.3 Pl. XXIX Drr, S6rie III. Mad6toff, Yermoloff's famous lieutenant, gained a
brilliant victory over a Persian army five times more numerous than his own at Shamkhor
on Sept. znd, t8z6 (Canquestrp. r58). For David Soslan's victory near the same spot
see ante, vol. i, p. 43. Strictly speaking it should be Shankhor.
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allow himself, out of consideration for human infirmity, to be pro-
pitiated at Tatartoup instead of on the summit of-Minghi-tau
(Elbrous). The builder of the minaret was held to have shJred an
honour related in connexion u'ith the church of St. Basil in Moscow,
that of-Tsoundarl the clock over the Amir's palace-gate in Bokhara,
and other notable products of human ingenuity, that, namely, of
being condemned to death lest he should r.ptod.rce such a master-
piece for another and perhaps rival potentate. In this case, however,

!.ing u,arned by a maide n n'ho loved him u'ell, he made wings out of
thin planks-an aeroplane evidently, or glider-and from tL. sunr-
mit of the n'rinare t found safety in flight.z With the coming of Bolshe-
vism these popular tales and superstitions wiil doubtless soon dis-
appear. Meantime, we may be glad that some of them have found
their-way into print and amongst them that called 'The 

Quest of the
Sheaf '; for the real interest of pagan divinities, or demons-it is
often hard to distinguish between them-lies in their intense, most
intimate humanity, and this is in no way more strikingly exemplified
than in their muiual hostilities, eventuating, fteq,t.irily, in down-
right quarrels or, even, as in the present case-, in ding-dong fighting.

Tlte Quest aJ tlte SlteaJ.s

, once in every twelve months, at no very definite date but more
often than not on or about New Year's day, 'those who seek the
sheaf ' gather_at a rendezvous unknown to common humanity. The
adventurers themselves are no ordinary mortals but dasnitl, 'those
who. know', the possessors of second sight. Before setting out they
fall_into a profound slumber, husband-warning wife, wifJhusbani,
as the..1-. T"y le-for both sexes are participants-lest any of the
household should chance to u'ake them; if t irey did'the ieekers'
would assuredly die, and that suddenly. Thej' mount, some on
broomsticks, so-me on benches, others on cats o', dogr, one or two,
perhaps, in mortars-a few, by exception, on horseback; and all
. .'. l:t"p: the oldest town in Georgia, south of the river Koura, in the district of

Akhalkalaki.

. 
' Jghn Bell of Antermony has a similar legend of the great Mosque of Adrianople,

in.qhich, however, the archiiect attempts figi't at the behist of the slltan, crrsh.r, und
is killed-a more natural as well as 

" 
ttto." diamatic ending. Travels, &c.r'ry63rvLI. ii,

P ' + r 9 .
3 'Ossetine Popular Tales'. Djantimir Shanayeff in Gor,, vol. iii.
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hasten to tl: plig. of meeting, whence, under the prorection of the
mountain divinities and their attendant spirits, they set out on a
:aTpaig? ag_ainst 'Tatartoxpl_which, 

personified, figure. as a god
both of the ossetines and the Kabard6nl, yet rather o? th. lutt.rj*.
T"r!.rul'tpose,. for, as we shall now see, he makes a desperate fighi for
the Sheaf against the Ossetine divinities.' 

I

Ha'ing_reached ratartoup, *-hi+ is situated some way below the
p.resent Nikolayeva stanitsa, on the hill just above the minaret, where
the- boundary runs between ossetia and Kabard6, all the mountain
gods of ossetia, with a whole array of spirits and mortals, men and
women, e?gage in a mighty struggle for-the Sheaf, theii weapons,
some say, being_ bows and arrows. 

- 
ong side at lengtir gives way; the

victors snatch the sheaf, shouting for joy, tear frJm it a handful of
ears and scatter the-grain in the directionof their own country. The
meaning of this is that the victors have secured for themselves'a good
harvest for the coming year -at the expense of the vanquishea." nn
then separate, and return each to his own home. Many aie wounded,
but the wounds are invisible to ordinary people, iho,rgh ;;; ;'those who know'., They then wake from theiih.avv shimber and
announce to their families and fellow villagers what iort of harvest
lh? T"y look for. {y informant said, 'I"myserf knew a man who
had taken p.art in such expeditions; jn.dl1d, the people would point
him out. His name was Tsar, he dwelt in Dzomakh, i.yond the'pass.
and I believe still lives. He used to ride on horsebackr'for y"" ;;;;
know that animals also take part in these affairs, and on each occasion
he began ̂ by.falting asleep. His wife, being warned, would wait
patie-ntly- for _him to wake. on one occasioi he slepi longer than
usual and in his sleep called out, " on, on, my bonny b*y; irt.h up
with him, catch up!" He was speaking to his horse #a Jt'trr*, 

".i'y
. 

' It.is warfare, evidently., of Mountain against prain, of Highland against Lowland,
those dependg"t ol precartous crops agalnst the more for,urr?," J*.tters in a fertile
totlltjJr.. Such during YeIy many yeuts i'"r the actual warfarewaged between Ossetines
and Kabardiinsr in which the latter had the best-.of-it, but in wi'ich, nevertheless, the
former never quite lost their independence, not all 

"f 
ti,;;;"tr."ri.-'br. ,n. i.g.,ij.l

St. George and the Angel, p. r6b, ante.
z ' InNess 

. . .  cruchi l l  ' . .  meantor ig inal lyanappar i t ionwhich cano' lybeseenbv
people endowed with second,sight: Nor-se tifreslrra'mythologicai*.ia #""irl;;.i'-
dowed with second sight, able io see ghosts 

"nd "ppuriiiom 
t';dJ.r"1 from the common

eye ' as defined in clei'sby-vigfusson' ." George u.'na..to", rl,, tdrr, ;nTurrce on celtic
Scotland, Glasgow, r9 ro.
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moment the animal neighed loudlv in its stable! Whether that
rn'oke him or he had slept his sleep out naturally God alone knows! In
any case he woke, and, jumping out of bed, said smil ing: "The Lord

be praised, the victory is or-rrs! \\Ie shall have an abundant harvest."
Then he sent a boy to see to his horse. The boy came back say-
ing that the horse u'as su'eating terriblr', just as though he had been
galloped a hundred \-ersts or more! So others r,trent to look and, sure
enough, the creature \\'as so \\-et that vou u'ould have said he had
been p lunged in  the r i r -er l ' I

I f  anv of my readers have accompanied me thus far, I  hope that
they u' i l l  al lorv me to try their patience once more, and once only,
.',r'ith a version, or versions, of a classical legend dressed up in
barbaric, yet eminently picturesque, Caucasian garb-the legend,
namely, of

Promet/teus.

Neither Aeschylus nor Hesiod, the first to mention Prometheus,
makes'Caucasus' the scene of his sufferings; Apollonius Rhodius
does so, in the Argonautica, but Elbrous comes definitely into the
story only when Arrian introduces it under the aptly descriptive
name-when the two summits coalesce in the line of vision-of
'strobilos' (a pine-cone). The Argonauts, as they made the shore of
Colchis, sighted 'the lofty summits of Caucasus where Prometheus,
fastened by iron chains to the savage rocks, fed n'ith his liver an
eagle that ever returned to him. They saw, as evening drew on, how,
high above the ship, he flew with loud clangour near to the very
clouds. Yet the sails bellied at the flapping of his wings, for this was
no ordinary bird such as flies in the air; his wings were like well-
planed oars.z Soon afterwards they heard the groans of Prometheus

' Kovalevskyr Souremenni obuitchai i dretni zahon (Nloscow, r 886), vol. i, pp. 9o-2,
gives an older version the close connexion of which with the family cult is obscured in
Shanayeff's recension. Delmar Morgan's translation is on pp. :88-g of R./.S.Journal,
NewSeriesrvol.xx(r888). Astotheconcludingsentenceweknowthat'theBrit ishfairies
ride at night on horses which they steal from the stables, and in the morning the poor
beasts are found covered with sweat and foam'. Crooke, op. cit.rp. z6z, with a reference
to'Oppert, Original Inhabitantsr 5o5', which, however, is not in his copious biblio-
graPny.

' A description that best fits the albatross or the frigate-bird.
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as his liver rvas torn out. Lamentable cries filled the air until they
saw the ravening eagle returning the way he had gone. That nighi,
thanks to the skill of Argus, they came to the broad river Phasis at
the farthest extremity of Pontus.'

It rn'ill be noticed that Professor von Hahn, whose Russian versionl
I partly make use of for that reason, speaks of iron chains', $,hereas
other translators (as R. C. Seaton in the Loeb Classical Library) have'fetters of bronze' (the word being xcrtrx6qorv).

Arrian, in his Periplus, writes, from the mouth of the Phasis, 'an

anchor, said to be of the ship Argo, is shown here; but as it is of iron
(oAqpa) it does not seem to be ancient; it differs, indeed, both in size
and shape from those at present in use, but, nevertheless, appears to
me to be of later date than the Argonautic period'.2 Fragments of
a stone anchor were also shown and that one Arrian, properly,
thought less unlikely to be authentic.

Dr. Freshfield (Exploration, &c., vol. i, p. 5) has, in his transla-
tion of this passage, 'bronze'for' iron', which, if allowable, would,
according to the commonly received chronology of the two metals,
tend to lessen Arrian's objection; but is iti Now, I have mentioned
this confusion between iron and bronze e merely because the cau-
casian and Armenian versions of Prometheus, to which I now come,
depend for their most remarkable variation from the Greek original
entirely on the presence of the former metal, which would, naturally
enough, replace the latter in men's minds as time went on, and, by
the ignorant, perhaps, be referred back to days long before iron was

I Mat., vol. iv, p. 48.
. 

2 Falconer's.trans., O1f9rd, 18o5. For anchor-lore of ancient, especially classical,
times, see Brindley's article in The Mariner's Mirrar, cambridge, t'g27, vol. *iii, *h"."
is figured.(after.Fu.rtwiingler) an anchor from a Sardinian scr.rl ut Cagliari r. 6oo n.c.
of which it is said: 'This example appears to be byfar the oldest represeniation of a Greek

T:holas.yetknown.' Sg" also The History ai the ,tnchor, by-Dr. F. Moll, loc. cit.
The Periplus above mentioned is, of course, that of the Euxine Sea.

^ 
r 'Xc\61, o0, 6-copper: Lat. Aes., first in Homer and Hesiod . . . Copper was the

first metal that men learned to smelt and work . . . Lucret. has (5. r2gz) pri;r aeris erat
g,uam ferri cognitus usus; hence xolx6g being the metal in common ur", cu-. to be used
for metal in general . . . and wheniron began to be worked, the word Xalx6s was used,
especially by Poets, for oixqpo5, Xdlxeos for orXripeo5: so even in Od.9. 39r tq.
lclxerj5 means an iron smith, blacksmith'. Liddell & Scott, 8th edn. Tin was-known
as_plumb.um album or plumbum candidum, much as graphite is known as 'blacklead'.
'White iron'for t in is recorded by Boswell at St. Andrews, in t773rTour, &.c.; and
vvhite-smith: of course, means tin-smtrn. 

, n
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actualiy in use I much as, conversely, 'such phrases as " smote him
rvitlr the bronze" (i... spear) frequently occur in the epics although
the actual weapon may have been of iron.',

A Kabarddn legend of Oshkhamakho (Elbrous) runs that the
mountain was inaccessible until, at last, a hero having one eye in his
forehead dared to violate the secrets of Tha (the Supreme Deity)
and climbed to the saddle bets'een the tu'in summits, to that very
place where a huge rock, r ' isible from belorn'to the naked eye, stands
up with, at foot, a spring of u'ater, crystal clear. 'Whereupon Tha,
the deathless one) resenting the insoient daring of a merl mortal,
fastened him to the rock bv a lons chain that passed round his neck.
\Iany years u'ent by: the hero !r.* old; his beard, u,hite as the
glacier-snorv of Oshkhamakho, reached to his knees; his mighty
frame n'as bentl his proud lineaments all seamed and wrinkled.
N'Ioreover, further to punish his insolence, Tha sent a bird of prelr
a vulture, that stili comes flying, day by day, to peck mercilessly at
the hero's heart; and when the sufferer stoops to sip water from the
spring, the bird, forestalling him, drains the last drop. Now, this
water has magical properties; whoever succeeded in drinking it up
would live till the world's end. But a time will come when Tha,
losing patience with the wickedness of the sons of Adam, will remit
the balance of the one-eyed hero's penance and set him free from
the heart of the mountain. Woe, then, to the human race, for on
them he will avenge the tortures of centuries.'r

This version explains the next, u'hich might otherwise be puzzling.
I take it from the lithographed pamphlet, already mentioned,n bI
General Chodzko, the well-known head of the Trigonometrical
Survey of the Caucasus in the 'forties and 'fifties of last centuryr
who spent five days on the summit of Ararat and camped, too, on
Zilga-khokh. He writes:

'The popular legend, ancient as the world, teils that Prometheus
was chained to the rocks of Elbrous, there to expiate his temerity in
having brought down fire from Heaven to mortil man on earth. His
faithful companion, a giant hound, licks unceasingly the iron chains
by which his master is fastened to the rock. Little by little as the

' Thus Hyginus makes Mercury fasten Prometheus to the rock with'iron nails'.
'? Ridgeway, Early '{ge of Greece, vol. ii, p. 6ro.
1 Mat,, vol. xii, p. 38. a See ante.
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metai rusts it loses strength and consisteuc/, and totvards the end of
the year is r.r'orn so thin as to be not far from breaking. The danger
to the world of men is great and must somehow be averted; where-
fore, on the Feast of the Three Kings, every smith, young and old,
in all the Caucasus, taking hammer in hand beats vigorously on his
anvil, and as he does so, lo! the iron of the captive's fetters grows
strong again and holds him prisoner as before!'

There are other versions, with which I will deal briefly. Thus, in
the Georgian story it is Amiran who represents Prometheus. He
begins life well, killing dragons and giants as a hero should, but after
a while makes ordinary men his victims and ends by slaughtering
Christians! Jesus Christ decides to put a stop to it. He appears to
Amiran in human guise and challenges him to a trial of strength on
alofty mountain. They meet,and Christ,looping a leatherstrap round
His neck, by a muscular effort rends it to bits; Amiran does the
same, but his bits become links of an iron chain, and the hitherto
unconquered giant is thus by Divine power made captive. The rest
of the story presents little that is new. I{othing is said as to what
would ensue if Amiran broke loose, though evil may be inferred.'

In a version r,vritten down from the words of a blacl<smith in
Kakheti we have the captive Amiran and his faithful dog on 'Mt.

Sakorn6', z5 v. IrI. by E. of Telav, wrongly said to be covered with
eternal snow. The new feature is that all smiths, but, apparently,
they alone, are threatened. They strike their anvils on N{aundy
Thursday, as, too, in the previous version, not the Epiphany.

In yet another variant God has bound Amiran rn'ith a great iron
chain and tethered him to an iron stake, together with his dog

Qursha, the latter having destroyed many of God's beloved tour
(jih/ni). Man and dog drag at the chain day by day until, in the
course of the year, the stake is almost out of the ground, btrt at
that moment a littlg bird flies down and perches on it. The enraged
hero brandishes an iron mace and the bird flies off just as the biow
falls, driving the stake deep into the ground again. This happens
everY Year.  .  .

Tire dog Qursha is said to be the pup of an eagle, a dog with
eagle's wings on its shoulders, reared by a hunter. Itr two bounds it
can overtake a tour; a third bound would disgrace it.'

'  Dirr, op. cit.rpp. z3o-L 2 Mat,, vol. x, PP, 31 47-9-
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In a Svanetian version Anriian's cfi'ence \,vas thrice breaking an

oath taken in Christ's name. There is no dog and the captive's whole
effort is to reach his sword, rvhich he rnight do if only his finger-naiis
would grow a little longer: that, hou'ever, is prevented by a watchful
demon, who cuts them just in tin're. The Svani, by way of helping
Amiran, refrain from paring their ox'n nails on the first four days of
the week. They believe that the hero u'ill eventuaily win fres and
bring the Golden Age to Si 'rrnerirr and to al l  Christ ian iands.I

. 
In a verv.long Abkhaz version the hero's nrlnre is Abrski l .  His sin

is overu'eening pride. He destrovs merci iesslv al l  nien u' i th fair hair
and b lue eves,  n lhe iher  s t rengers (pr isoners of i r ' , r r )  or  h is  os 'n  people.
They have the evi l  eye, he declares.2 Finally he r.rproots al l  vines
because, festooned above the forest paths from branch to branch, they
cause men to born, as it rn'ere to God, with whom he, at least, claims
equality. Once made fast it is his horse that licks the chain, but with
the usual abortive result.r

Of all these versions, in the Svanetian alone will the release of the
captive bring happiness to mankind. In the rest evil is directly fore-
told, or at least implied. In the majority the faithful dog plays his
part. In all we may suppose that Elbrous is the scene of the tragedy,
even when it is not distinctly so stated. But there is yet another
version, differing from the rest in many details, but especially in
regard to locality. It is aiso many centuries older, as a written
ac_count,-than any of the above, having been preserved for us by
Moses of Chorene (5th century A.D.) in those fragments of ancient
Armenian song he did so well to rescue from oblivion, even when,
seemingly, his only motive was to point at them the finger of scorn.a

Ardaschbs III, I{ing of Armenia, was succeeded in a.o. r zo by his
son Ardavazt IY, who reigned according to sorne accounts only a
few days, according to others abcut two years. This u'as in the time of
the Emperor Hadrian. The obsequies of Ardaschbs were noted for
their limitless extravagance. 'The chroniclers give in detail the
number of persons sacrificed-his beloved ',r'ives, his concubines and

I Dirr, op. cit.rpp. zg8-4r.
2 Westermarck alludes to this superstition in his R. and B. in Morocca, vol. i, pp. 4r9r

4zo,43gr  46 t .
: Dirr, op. cit., pp. z4z-6.
+ Moise de Khorlne. Collection des Historiens anciens et modernes de I'Arm6nie.

Ilictor Langlarr, r'ol. ii, Paris, r869, p. r ro. Chap. lx; Jl.{ort d',{rdasch)s.
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his devoted slaves, &c., &c.' all of which calls to mind the Scythian
funeral slaughterings aiready referred to.r

Now, it is just this funeral extravagance that supplies the reasoned
motive in this Armenian version of our legend. Ardavazt, the heir,
with unfilial audacity, ventures thus to remonstrate with his father
on his deathbed:

Tltou wilt soon be gone, and witlz tlzee all tlte f? wealth of thef caililtn
While I survi.t:e to reign o'er t/re ruin left behind !

Which drew from his father the curse:
If tltou goest /zanting on free Masis2
Tlte Kadcltt shall seize upon thee, and lead thee down beneath free Masis;
There slzalt tltou rernain) nzr ener ftilre see the tight of da1 I

our historian adds that according to old wives' taies Ardavazt is
imprisoned in a cavern, loaded wiih iron chains which two dogs
gnaw unceasingll, while he struggles to regain his freedom and
wreak vengeance on the world. But to the sound of the blacksmiths'
hammers the chains renew their strength. 'That is why even in our
time [5th century A.D.] many smiths, obedient to the fable's teaching,
strike their anvils three or four times on the first day of each week to
make solid again, as they say, the chains of Ardavazt.'a Fourteen
centuries later Weidenbaum tells us that'the smiths of Armenia and
Georgia keep up this custom of striking three blows on their anvils
on certain days even in our own time'.s

These fabulous dogs were of generous breed and excite our
admiration, but the real dogs at Elkh6tovo were if possible more
savage than any I had so far encountered. Even inside the court-
yard they flew at our horses, and their masters had some trouble in
reducing them to order. One brute, we were told, would not allow
his owner to enter the compound with a gun in his hand, unless
hidden behind his back. The reason for this was that what with

'  Vol. i, p. z7t, note r. 2 Ararat,

._l The Kadch, however, were superior and benevolent spirits, as opposed to the Dezt
(Dia, Daev) or evil spirits ' of the race of the Giants who inhabited the world before
AlrT, Thel[, .the Kadch, fell into sin and were banished to the Caucasus by the
Almighty. -Their head-quarters were Elbrous and Ararat.' Caucasian Folk-talis (A.
Dirr), trs. by L. Menzies, r925.

+ Op.  c i t . ,  ch. lx i .  s  i .e .  in  a.o.  1884.  Zap,vol .  x i i i ,  p .  134.
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brigandage and local quarrels there was nothing for it but to make
the dogs as fierce as possible. One favourite way of venting spite
against any one was to cut off his horse's tail, which made it valueless,
for no tribesman would for the life of him be seen riding an animal
so maimed, and the dogs u'ere the only safeguard against such deeds
of malice.t

Next morning (Thursdav, Sept. 4th), u'e started at 7 a.m. with
a heavy day before us, and rode f irst south-east between the river and
hil ls to Kardj in, a distance of only ro versts r i 'hicit  took us none the
less over two hours; then on to the farther e nd of Darg-kokh (Long-
u'ood), a very long vi l iage, rn'here u'e dreu' rein at r r.r5 a.rn., the
one street being a sea of mud from end to end after last night 's heavy
rain. Here rn'e rested the horses an hour, then on to Zilghee, a total
distance from Elkh6tovo of only 27 versts ( r 8 miles) n'hich had
taken us six and a half hours' actual riding, a pretty good indication
of r,vhat condition our cattle were reduced to. Ourousbi told me as
we rode towards Kardjin between the wood and the railway how his
brother had been attacked there not long since. Ffe was fired at twice
and had his hat shot off but, luckil/, when some hay-cutters on the
hillside above began firing, the robbers made off. At Zilghee we
u'ere hosl.ritably entert:rined by a friend of Ourousbi's who fed us on
chicke ns, sollp, tea, plums, and arbouz, all of good quality, congratu-
lating us the u'hile \rer\r gravely on having escaped attack ourselves at
the same place, lvhich had been terrorized for some time past by a
band of eight abreks. Only a fen'days since, a fight took place betr,veen
them and two Ossetines, u'ho, being well armed, drove them off,
though not before one had been u'ounded. On the other hand, one of
the bandits left behind him on the ground his chin, bearded and
bloody!

We had ridden that part of the road in ooen order-Ourousbi
leading, with my Winchester at the ready, I next, a hundred yards
behind, with Browning pistol and hinjal, Islam last rvith my double-
barrelled gun, loaded with slugs, the object being to avoid the risk of
a volley and charge on all three of us at once. There was Siberian

' 'Th" cutting of a horse's tail was formerly by the Tartars, and still is by the Persians,
considered as the greatest insult to its master.' Chodzko, Specimens, &c., p. 365 n. See
the broadly farcical trick that made Syrdon's horse laugh. Dumlzil, Ligendes, &c.,
p .  t  18 .
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(cattle) plague, rl'e learned , at Zilghee; a bullock had died of it and
had been eaten by the poorer viilagers. Two of them had died in
turn and those u'ho skinned the animal and had cuts on their hands
fell ilI, but savage cauterization saved them. we left Zil.ghee at 3.+s
p-m. and, keeping the same order most of the way, in drenchine rain
that never ceased, the roads being quagmires, reached vladik-avkaz
at 8 p.rn., the horses quite done up.

ourousbi on reaching the first lamp-post crossed himself devoutly
and said:'Now, Ivin lvinovitch, we can burn a candle to God, a bi!
one! f feared an attack between the German colonyr and the townj
it is just the brigands' night and the gardens the veiy place for them.'
He paused a moment, then added: 'ft 's not deaih one fears, but
mutilation-curse them!'and, turning, he spat upon the ground.2

After a Persian bath followed by a good-suppir at the H6tel de
France with ourousbi as my guest, I lurned in and slept like the
dead. Next day walton came in from Grozny with ceriain docu-
T:lt, and posted me thoroughly as to all that was doing in the oil-
fields. on saturday, september 6th, I took the express train for
st. Petersburg, bidding farewell to ourotrsbi, as alwayi, with infinite
regret.

' Mikhailovskaya.
z Barbarous mutilation of a slain enemy's body has in modern times been largely, if

not entirely, devoid of ritual significance;-but inihe past it was not soi and thos"e #ho
have. paid any attention to the tulj._.!-!11 hardly faii to connect even its present-day
manifestations, in the Near and Middle East, if not universallv. witb the ritual
observance so strikingly illustrated in the tlrgoniutica (Bk. ivrll. ai,f -$:

{pc.:s X' AloovlXqg itcpyprcrtc rcpve gov6vro5,
rpi5 X' dnil,erfe g6vov, rpi5 X' €l dyo5 lnrvo, 6n6vr<ov,
i 0dUrS c006rrrr1ot Xoloxraoicrg ltrdeogcr.

'And the h_ero, Aeson's son, cut off the extremities of the dead man fMedea's brother

fPs),rtus, she.being.prete.ntfrandthrice licked up some blood and thrice ipat the pollution
from his teeth, as.it is right to do, to atone for i treacherous murder.' (S.^to.rt trans.).

Even Ourousbi's expectoration may well have had a ritual origin!
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EXCA\IATIONS ON THE, GEORGIAN MILITARY ROAD

Tnoucu, to nry mindrt the Dariel route was not a possible one for
invading armies-or unwelcomed race migration, ,rniil the Russians
built their road from vladikavkaz to "fifrs, the valley of the Terek
above and below the Dariel gorge or 'gates' was held by various
tribes, races, and nations during *any ce-nturies for periods short or
long. rt is not, therefore, surprising ihat it should yi.ta in our day
archaeological.remains of muih variety and interest; rather -"y *!
wonder at their comparative scarcity,'and more particularly ai the
want of accurate infoimation availabie in regard to such 

"u 
do exist.

Indeed, the lack of interest shown by the asarist Government in
all, concerning the archaeology of tfre caucasus is most lament-
able. For it cannot be doubted- that had the Russian autocrats who
lavished blood and_treasure during sixty years on the conquest of
the mountain land devoted, even iri modlrate degree, their aitention
and energy to the pres_ervation of remains, histo-ric and prehistoric,
on either flank of the Main chain, the results would have been oi
the greatest interest and importance to the world of science. The
bounds of knowledge would have been enlarged, the fame of the
Russian rulers, from Alexander I to Nicholai II inclusive, corre-
tgo3afsly enhanced, and it would not have been possibl" fot
Kaleetinsky-ro write so lately as in r 9z6 the scathing condemna-
tion that follows:z

'caucasian antiquities as a section of Russian archaeology are,
l"l"nn1t1, still in the condition described forty years ago by Kt"d"-
koff.s rt is not merely that the materiars ,o i"i founi ar. far fro-
giving a complete picture of the caucasus in past ages, but even the
most vital chronological questions concerning it rJmain obscure or
at best are but vaguely indicated, and this ii spite of the fact that
Caucasian antiquities are fully accessible to inipection and study.

r ttnte, vol. i, p. r9r.
2 see his article in Reeueil Kondahor, prague, 19z6, pp.4o-3. (This article is in

Russian, _oth ers i n various E u ropean l"ngurgesl)
s I. Tolstoi and N. P. Kondakoff, F.ooiui Dreanosti, pt. iii, st. petersburg, rg9o,

p.  97.
I I
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Not only here , in our own country, in the museums of Moscow, St.
Petersburg, and Tiflis, but in \rienna, Berlin, Paris, and Lyons,
objects are to be seen in great abundance coming from Caucasian
graveyards.'

Here follows a list of those distinguished persons who have exca-
vated for archaeological ends in th-e Car-rcasus, to which he adds:
'None the less we must repe at that the main problems connected with
the antiquit ies of the Caucasus sti l l  a*'ait  solution, the best i l lustra-
t ion of u'hich is the long l ine of f igures arrived at in the attempts to
date the Koban burials, each individual rvri ter having his own ideas
on the subject ,  thus:

'J. de Morgan,XXX-XXVcent. s.c.
\'. A. Gorodtsoff, XV cent. s.c.
E. Chantre, XV-V cent. B.c.
O. Montel ius, XIII cent. B.c.
R. Virchow, XI-X cent. B.c.

M. Hornes, X cent. n.c.
A. S. &P. S. Ouvaroff, VIII  cent. s.c.
S. Iteinach, VI cent. n.c.
O. Tischler, I cent. n.c.
N. P. Kondakoff. I I-I I I  cent. A.D.

'This state of things is mainly due ro the fact that nearly the whole
of the Caucasian materials 

"u*ilobl" 
for archaeology eiiher passed

first through thc hands of dealers in antiquities or were purihased
from the local inhabitants, who made a profitable business olplunder-
ing the ancient sepulchres. Hardly one single journal or report
exists wherein such plundering is not mentioned, bearing witneis to
the systematic or u'holesale destruction by the natives of archaeo-
logical remains, for u'hich reason nearly all the Caucasian collections,
whether in museums or in private hands, consist of mixtures of
chance-found objects from rr i'ariety of burials of different epochs.'
But the inexperience and eve n mere carelessness of collectois were
likewise responsible, in parr, for this sorry state of things. We read,
for instance, that 'the most crving example of careless work is fur-
nished by the excavations at So"uargo- (Tchmee) where, in the
course of one single week, thirty-six catacomb tombs were laid open,
which existed in several layers at depths varying from z to r z arshins.'
As a result, the excavator, Professor Samokhvasoff, gathered the
r,vhole of his finds into one great heap and attributed them all to the
seventh-eighth centuries a.o. merely because, in the mass of obiects
found, there occurred some fewBvzintine and sassanian coins ofthat

r The arshin : z8 inches.
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period. The rernaining r 50 catacomb tombs were turned out and
about-and, of course, plundered-by the local inhabitants!'

Countess Ouv6roff,' while admitting Samokhvasoff's unhappy
procedure, takes into account not only his finds and her or,vn, but all
those housed in the Leningrad Historical Museum, and the Moscow
Kremlin, and sorts them out, as well as she can, into five epochs
extending from 'Old Koban' (her eighth century n.c.) to the eighth
century A.D. It is to be feared, hor,vever, that one happy event, and
one oniy, could ever enable experts to settle definitely the age of the
older Caucasian finds, the discovery, namely-unlikely but not im-
possible-of untouched burials, and their treatmenr ab initio in a
purely scientific manner. Of such treatment there is, apparently,
a much better chance now, under Bolshevist rule, than ever there
rvas before.2

Tchmee was one of the two places on the Georgian military road,
north of the watershed, where notable archaeological remains were
found. The other was the village of Kazbek, r 2 versts higher up
the Dariel gorge, at the foot of the mountain so named, the two sites
being located at the northern and southern exits from the gorge,
respectively. The story of the Kazbek find, since known as 'the

treasure of Kazbek', differs in details from that of Tchmee, but is
hardly less discreditable to the Russian archaeologist concerned,
this time G. D. Filimonoff, Director of the Roumiantseff Museum
in Moscow, who was sent down officially to superintend operations
on the receipt of certain articles indicating the probability of dis-
coveries of exceptional value. This was in 1876.

Filimonoff's reports was published two years later in Russian in a
Journal with a very long title and 'difficult of access' as we learn
from Professor Tallgren of Helsingfors University, the well-known
Finnish expert on Caucasian archaeology, from whose article in
Eurasia Septentrionalis Antigt"tz, v, r93o, pp. r og-Bz,I take, n'ith
the author's kind permission, verbatim, the following summary.

'The cemetery here has been subterranean. It stretches to under
the highway leading to Kazbek village and is situated in the vicinity

1 Mat. po ,!r/eh., vol. vi i i , pp. r r l-26, Plates LV-LXIIL
z Rostovtzeff as lately as in tgzz (op. cit., p. r'iii) wrote, 'The scientific exploration of

the Caucasian lands . . . is still in its infancy'.
s See BibliograpliJr.
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of the farm and church called Stepan-Tsminda [St. Stephen]. Ten
labourers were engaged and set to n'ork in a row with crowbars and
spades to dig a trench to the vard of Mr. Kazbek's farm; work was
begun at a distance of about a fathom from a stone fence that
divided the yard from the highu'ar', the level of which was about
three fathoms lower than the level of the yard. It was while this hiEh-
way was being made that the g... ' .r ' r .d had been found. the 

"ota

road was said to hirve been n'here the I 'ard now'stands; the new had
been moved nearcr to the Terek. \\ ' l i i lc the stoncs r.r ' i th rn'hich the
yard is paved n'ere being en'rptied out of thc drain, u'e found, in the
e xact centre of the drain, moist earth, as though \\ 'ate r n'ere seeping
through it .  This rn'as apparently the lon'est depth of the drain, as
anything similar was not observable elsewhere. The clearing of the
soii waslontinued throughout the whole of the drain, a lJngth of
about ro arshins lt. ,3 feet] and a width of about z arshins, the men
throwing out the stones and the earth that had crumbled over these.
This was done to a depth of one arshin. Then, at the above-men-
tioned moist part of the drain, right amongst the stones and earth,
a gold ear-ring gleamed. After I had taken it out of the drain and
exarnined the surrounding area, I found a iittle gold disk and a
broken pale-blue bead made of a glassy substance. These objects had
apparentl) '  been carried to the site by chance, during repeated
diggings for the for.rndations of all kinds of out-buildings. Neverthe-
less, they gave grounds for the belief that a bigger treasure might
be hidden in the vicinitr'. Fearing the great cupidity of the work-
men, I hastened to segregatc them at the ends of the drain, keeping
only two in the middle, n'ith rvhonr I began to deepen the drain at
the spot where the objects had been found. Before half an hour had
passed, pieces of a copper chain appeared at a depth of one and a
half arshin. They were scattered amongst stones and fragments of
soil. I descended into the drain and began feeling carefully around
a spot under a dislodged stone, lvhence the ends of a sin-rilar chain
protruded, and having laid hands on a firnr mass of metal, formed
by a packed mass of objects placed in receptacles, began freeing them
of earth in order to examine them before taking up the remainder.
At that moment the workmen crowded round the drain; some
descended into it and regardless of my commands began to lay
hands on the objects, now behind *y back, nolv behind that of the
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workman sitting opposite me. I saw that I u'as dealing with half-
savage people. . . . The news of the find spread rapidly through
the neighbourhood, and people arrived unceasingly, until soon
I had over a hundred robbers around me. As the srnallest delay
would have caused a final looting of the grave, I told the workmen
nearest to me to take up with all speed the objects that had
come to light during the excavation. I had only time to note
that some of the objects, such as the little bronze figurines, idols,
&c., were in a silver bowl and tied around with chains, and that in
addition to this vessel there was another one of bronze, also full of
objects, and still two others of bronze. All were in direct contact
with each other and tied around with chains. Evening came, and
there was no time to examine the find on the spot. It was necessary
to hasten and collect the objects together and into bags, to Protect
them from the greed of the crowd, which pressed insolently around
us, obviously to take advantage of any carelessness on my part. When
I had collected all the objects found in this treasure,I began to sift the
earth lifted from the hole in which the objects were discovered, at the
same time subjecting it to a preliminary inspection for further finds,
continuing this work until the sun had set. As is well known, the
southern day changes rapidly into nightr particularly in the moun-
tains. Being compelled to interrupt our work until the following
dawn, I filled the hole with big stones and entrusted the village
Elder with the duty of seeing that it remained undisturbed until
dawn. The Elder and the members of the Kazbek family present'
belonging to the privileged classes, reassured me, declaring that no
one would dare to enter the yard of their relatives by night, especially
as the country house opposite was occupied by a field hospital and
harboured soldiers.

'When, on the following day, I reached the site, I saw to my horror
obvious signs that digging for purposes of loot had been carried out
during the night. T'he insolence of the thieves was such that they
sold me on that very spot, through the agency of little boys, objects
dug up by them during the night, after having deliberately, for the
sake of gain, broken them up into several pieces. The labourers
employed by me cleared the hole and continued digging to the
depth of another arshin, but no more objects were found. I had to
be content n'ith the treasure found on the preceding d"y.'
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Now, the whole of the Caucasus and most especially the one and

only road across the mountains was under the direct military control
of Russia. There is something fatuously naive, to my mind, in send-
ing an amiable old gentleman from \{oscow on a mission such as
this. It should have been entrusted to a soldier, a man of rank and
character, with an escort strong enough in case of necessity to guard
the f inds and preserve order. Professor Fi l imonoffwould-then have
been useful, no doubt, in his ox'n technical l ine, and lamentable con-
fusion and loss w'ould have been ar-oided.

It seenrs never to have been suggested so far that the mass of
precious art icles so strangely bundled together mav her.e been buried
for safety's sake on occasion of some sudden raid o. alarnr of in-
vasion. Those who so disposed of it might well have been killed or
carried_ away into slaverlr no record of the 'treasure' remaining.

Professor Tallgren's article, with its wealth of illustration and

1-pl9 references, points the u'ay ro those who would inquire further
into this subject.

Many of the more important finds are figured and described in the
works of Virchow, Chantre, Countess Ouv6roff, and others.
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NADIR SHAH

Tne chief source for the life of Nadir Shah has hitherto been the
Tariklt-i-Nadiri of Mirza Mahdi. In r77o Sir William Jones most
unrn'illingly published a French translation of the work from a Per-
sian manuscript brought to England by King Christian VII of Den-
mark. Of this version a magnificent copy with Jones's holograph
inscription to Oxford University is in the Bodleian. In 1773 an
English translation,likewise byJones, appeared-but with some sin-
gular omissions-heralded by the following remarkable announce-
ment: 'After that, Erivan surrendered (Sept. zznd, r73il and Nadir
employed the next 3 months in reducing the savage nations called
Leczis who infested the mountains of the Caucasus ftheir native
country!]; his success against these banditti was very rapid; but as his
battles rn'ith the mountaineers have nothing in them either instructive
or entertaining it will be more agreeable to the reader to omit them.'

Sir William Jones himself must have the discredit attaching to this
astonishing statement. What he omits is to be found in his French
editions of r77o, 1799, and partly in this vol., pp. +o-2. The im-
portance of the Daghestan campaigns, with their facile successes,
their ultimate total failure, can hardly be exaggerated, as will be
evident to all who can visualize the results that might or must have
followed on a victory over the Avars in central Daghestan. But we
must not be too hard on this great scholar, for the provocation was
extreme. The Danish King, his Court, and the English 'Minister

of State't literally bullied him into undertaking and carrying to
completion this difficult and extensive work, which included a Dis-
sertation on Persian Poetrlr all within the space of one year; with
the result, as he himself tells us, that 'the whole book and more
especially the Dissertation, is full of errors'.2 The dates in particular
are notable for their glaring inexactitude, made the more con-
spicuous in the magnificent first edition by being fully displayed in

t N{r. Lockhart tells me that there was no Foreign C)ffice until r7Bz. a'he Secretary
of State in question would have been the head of the Northern Department. "I'hese
officials at this time succeeded each other very rapidly and it is not easy to decide
which one in particular put the pressure on Jones.

2 Teignmouth (Lord), T'trlorks of Sir Will iamJones, London, r8o7, vol. irp.r44.
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its luxuriantly wide margins. We may well believe, as the unhappy
translator assures us, that the task was 'a most disagreeable one'. His
mastery of the French language u'as, he modestly admits, far from
perfect. As a consequence he entrusted the editing of the book to
a 'competent Frenchman'. IIence, possibly, some part of the con-
fusion so unluckily present.

Abbas Kouli Agha Bakikhanotr (i.e. of the ruling house of Baku,
b. 1794, d. 1846) left behind him a u'ork in Russian called
Gulistan-Iron, tt'hlch n'as published in Baku in 19z6 only; but,
meantime, a portion of it r.rnder the title of Tlte Canpaigns oJ Nadir
Sltah in Dag/testan had appeared in the official f itlis paper Katkaz
in r 846 (first year of publication) and also in that same year in
the first of certain half-yearly volumes of extracts from it (Sbornih
gazeti Kaakaz, pp. zz\-47).' A careful comparison with the work
of Sir William Jones offers proof positive that the original in both
cases is one and the same, i.e. the Persian text of Mirza Mahdi,
though his name is not once mentioned by Abbas Kouli. But in
the latter's oriental library in Baku, as catalogued by Berezin in his
Journey in Dagltestan and tlte Trans-caucasus (Kazan, &c., r849,
Russ.) a copy of the original Persian duly appears.

While Abbas Kouli may not have equalled Sir William Jones in
knowledge of Persian, he knew it well, and his familiarity with
Daghestan, Shirvan, and other neighbouring countries and languages,
including Russian, was perhaps unrivalled. He had travelled, too,
extensivel/, €ven visiting St. Petersburg, while resident mainly in
Khoudad or Baku.

As to Mkza Mahdi's merits, he has been up to now acknowledged
as the fullest and most authentic source for the history of Nadir
Shah, whom he served until his assassination in r Z+7 as Secretary
of State, accompanying him on many of his campaigns. There ii,
however, part of a work on the same subject, also in Persian, in the
Asiatic fnstitute, Leningrad, which, according to the late Professor
Barthold, 'by the wealth of its data far surpasses . . . all other sources
not €xcepting Mirza Mahdi'.t A photostat of this manuscript is now
in the School of Oriental Studies, London, and has recently been

t My copies of these works are now in the London Library.
z Professor Minorsky in E. of r., No. 49, article 'Nadir Sliah'. The title of this

new source is Kitab-i-Nadiri, the author's name Muhammad Kazim.
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NADIR SHAH 2+g
made use of bv mv friend Mr. Lawrence Lockhart. in his thesis for
the degree of Pli i l .D. at London University, having for subject
Nadir Shah.t Other sources are fairly numerous, including some few
of considerable value.

On January r2th, 1736, Irladir, after a successful campaign in
Daghestan, reached Djevat at the junction of the Araxes and the
Konra, which by the Treaties of r7z3 had become the meeting-
place of Russia, Persia, and Turkey.

In Dr. Cook's Journey oJ tlte Russian Embassy to Persia in t7,tr6
we read (Hanway, vol. i, p. 388) of a pyramid at Djevat, on the
south side of the Koura, 'near 

5o feet high; in which are niches
fillbd with z8z human heads, of the late Persian and Tartar chiefs
of the Shamakie rebellion, who were all beheaded in one morning'.
Here, by command, all the notables of Persia met Nadir, number-
ing, it is said, roo,ooo.2 Twelve thousand huts had been erected
for them of wood and of reeds, with all needful accessories such as
mosques, baths, caravanserais, and a magnificent palace for Nadir
himself. Here it was that, after feigned contests with the chief
notables lasting a whole month, in the manner of Caesar and Crom-
well, on March 8th, r 736,he'accepted' the throne of Persia on his
own terms, the chief of which, the practical abolition of the Shiah
sect, coupled with the terrible exactions necessitated by his military
expenditure, was to lead within barely ten years to the utter ruin of
all his plans and achievements-and, incidentally, of unhappy Persia.
According to some authorities one brave protest had, indeed, been
made-by the Mou116 Bashi, whom Nadir straightway caused to be
strangled, whereupon opposition ceased! From Derbend, in 1742,
Nadir issued an ordinance 'even to the confines of the Province of
Cabul and Peshawar' explaining at greater length his intentions
and the reasons for them, threatening all opponents with the anger
of Heaven and 'our own most: formidable resentment'.4

Master of Persia, not merely in fact but in name and title, Nadir
lost no time in pursuing his career of conquest. In the course of four
years he overcame successively the Bakhtiaris, stubborn mountain
men, and the Balouchis; took Kandahar, Cabul, and Peshawar;

r l{adir Shahrby L. Lockhart, London, r938.
2 Including followers, presumably, but even then the total seems excessive.
s I had aimost written 'more'! + sir w. Jonesrworls (ed. r 7gg)rvol. vr p. 353.

r k



- ) " APPENDIX B
marched on India, defeated the Mogul, captured Delhi, and, on his
way back, conquered scinde. ife then fo?ced Bokhara and Khiva
to submit, extending Persia's northern boundary to the Oxus.
. To be more precise as to the first part of this period, in the middle of

A-ugust Nadir entered the Bakhtiaii country, ind on the completion
of a successful campaign there*'ent on to Ispahan, where he spent five
weeks (october r5ih-November ztst,1736) preparing for thi further
campaigns against Afghanistan and India. He o,ras ai Kerman at the
end of December, but hisirst objective, Kandahar, was taken only
after a siege that began on l larch 9th, r 737,and lasted a whole y.rr. '

In r 73 B occurred the death of his brother lbrahim, avenged
some',r'hat tardilv in r74r, as already related on page 4o of ihis
r,'olume, lvhere, and on pages 4 r and +", ^brief ,,t-*"'ty of Nadir,s
further proceedings in Daghestan will also be found.

I T'he above dates are New style and have kindly been supplied to me by Mr. Lock-
hart. Abbas Kouli omits all reference to these evenrs.
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SupprrlrrxrARy Noro.
Sltirran, Sltenakhri. Shirvan at its grearesr included Derbend

and Djevat n,ith all that lay between rhem. The capital was in pre-
Moslem times Shabran; later Shemakhd for the rnost parr, br.rt at one
time Koub6.' See for its very confused history Profersor Barthold's
articles 'shirvan' and 'shirvanshah' in E. aJ 1. A story perrinaciousiy
adhered to that in t7 r 2 three hundred Russian rnerchanrs u,ere
killed at Shemakh6 and their properry plundered appears to have had
no better foundation than one of the frequent disturbances in rhac
unruly city where Shias and S unnis we re apt ro fall out at slight provo-
cation, while raids byfierce Daghestanis wereby no means uncomrnon.
The date was subsequently transferred to r72 r, when a raid of sorrre
sort did take place, and the irnaginary outrage was used by Peter the
Great to bring pressure to bear upon Persia. Shirvan and Shabran
are said to be the same word.

t At the end of May'. t795.. Nadir, having realized the unsatisfactory position of
Shemakhd from the rnilitary point of view, caused a new city to be built some thirteen
miles away on the river Akh-sou (white river), whence the name it bore, for a time,
alternately with that of 'New Shemakh6'. on Bronevsky's map QSzg) we have old
Shemakhi and New Shernakhi, while on more recent maps, as the 3o v. map, we find
Shemakhd and a mere village, Akh-sou, as in former times. Klapr otlt (Tat teiu, p. r 5 r )
tells us that New Shemakhi had already been destroyed several times, and now (r834)
had only a few hundred inhabitants.



APPENDIX C

RETREAT OF THE TEN THOUSAND GREEKS

Xtuopsox would, perhaps, be gratified could he know the interest
and admiration still excited by his narrative more than z,ooo years
after the date of the mightl' episode it records, pronounced by iten-
nell ' the choicest piece of ancient nri l i tary history'. In the nineteenth
century many attempts $'ere rnade to foliou'in ' ihe tracks'or explore
and elucidate the nlore doubtful points in the great adventure, and
much lvas rn'ritten. 'Ihe present century, in turn, has already wit-
nessed a recrudescence of interest which from the turn it has taken
gives promise of still further discussion.

In the nineteenth century those who explored, and as well as they
could explained, the more difficult sections of Xenophon's route on
the Retreat were, many of them, English; and this was due partly to
General-Chesney's'Euphrates Valley Expedition' ( r B3 S-il,partly
to the efforts of individuals amongst whom were such notable men
of science as Rennell, Layard, and Rawlinson. The surgeon to the
Expedition, W. F. Ainsworth, a scholar and scientist, wrote various
works on the countries concerned, including Traaels in the Tracrt
oJ th! Ten Thousand Greertr, published in r 844, and a Geographi-
cal Commentary of seventy-three pages annexed to J. S. Watson's
edition of the Anabasis, published by Bohn in r859, a most useful
book of reference still, though no longer quite up to date.

ft was Ainsworth, by the way, who led me astray, for it was the
fact that in his Traae/s he makes Tsalka on the river Khram c. ++
miles wsw. of Tiflis and u'ell rvithin Transcaucasia the site of the
Taochis' hill-refuge, where the terrible scene took place to which
I have likened that at Akhoulg6 in 1839,'that induced me to
bring this episode within the scope of my book. Following the
story up in the 'lnabari-r r was led to examine quite recent versions
of the Retreat in its final stages, and finally to select four of them-
in Russian, English (by an Armenian), French, and German, all
yalying greatly in their conclusions--ro present ro my readers in
brief, together with a sketch-map (VIII) which I trust may help to
make a matter complicated in itself reasonably clear.

I See ante, vol. ii. p. 3o and n. z.
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Route t .  KuouoRpopR

Mr. Khoudadoff, lvhowrites in Russian but"vhose local knou'ledge
suggests a long residence, at least, in the Caucasus, in his article 'The

Retreat of the Ten Thousand from the Araxes to Trebizond' published
in the lz,"-iestia of the Russian Geographical Societl, r'ol. ix, r928,
part r (Leningrad-Moscow), pp. r55-68,with a brief sumrnary in
French, begins by adding up at a constant rate of six kilometres
each all the many parasangs mentioned in Xenophon's narrative of
this, the most cohtroversial portion of the Retreat, and is thereby
-if I, a non-expert, may dare to say so-led widely astray.I He
makes the total I,Ioo kilometres and, presumably to fill in this very
considerable distance-the air-line from Ktipri-keui, where modern
authorities agree that the Greeks left the Araxes, to Trebizond, being
but little more than zoo kilometres and Lehmann-Haupt's estimate
of the distance actually covered, being by mapJine, 450 kilometres
-he gives the route from this point as follows: over the Soganloug
range; through the province of Kars; down the valleys of the Debed{
and Khram to the Koura (below Tiflit; up the Koura valley past
Souram, keeping south of that river; through the Borzhom defile ;
and down to the junction of the Olti and the Tchorok. Here Mr.
Khoudadoff locates Mt. Tekhes whence the heroes caught sight
of the Euxine and shouted their immortal Tltalassa! tlta/assa! But
having identified it at this unexpected point our author, maintain-
ing his originality, makes directiy for the Black Sea coast at Atina
and thence by the shore line to Trebizond-a distance of sixty
to sixty-five miles. It is difficult to believe that if Xenophon had
followed this route he would have omitted, as he does, all rnention
of first reaching the longed-for sea and then marching his nren by
the coast-line to Trebizond.

Some of Mr. Khoudadoff's identifications are: the Araxes u.irh
Xenophon's Phasis (not the Phasis of the Argonauts, now the Rion)
which no one disputes; the Harpasus with the Koura; Gyrnnias
(Lehmann-Haupt's Baiburt) with Nakhalakhevi, the 'site of a
vanished city' (but not Archaeopolis!) in the immediate neighbour-
hood of the troglodytic town of Yardzia, and not far from Khertvis.

I Khoudadoff explains that the views expressed in his article are still sub,stantially
the same as those he arrived at when studying the lnabasis under the immediate guidance
of Professor \/ ictor B6rard in the years rgo3-5.
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His one poin_t in common with Dr. Lehmann-Haupt is a firm
repudiation of. the 'aimiess wanderings' so freely adopied by many
authorities in the futile artempt to account for some atleast of Xeno-
phon's innumerable par,tsongr, the fact being that the country in
question is -mainly mountainous and cut up by the deepest 

-and

narrowest of rifts and gullies. In such a country the actualdistance
covered in a day's march nrav obviousiy be very much greater than
that sho,,vn o.r ihe 'ep, ro ,av nothi'g of the heavy sriowfalls and
strenuous f ighting ., ' , .ot,nte.., t-but iee Sui.,plenrentary l .{ote on
pd t'oton{s,I

A chief poi't of difference, on the other hand, is that Khoudadoff
makes Xenop_hon's seven da1's' journey 'along the Araxes' a journey
dou'rrstreanr, Lehnrann-Haupt upstrean, in either case to, or to the
neighbourhood of, Kopri-keui.

Route z. SRnRasrrax

In- ap_proaching the problem of Xenophon's route through Ar-
menia, Mr. safrastian has the initial advantage-at first sighia very
great one-of being hirnself an Armenian; evidently, too, an ardent
lover of his counrry as well as a keen student of its history, language,
and literature. But there are pitfalls both in love and in-knowledfe,
a.nd in. reading this present article,z lvhich deals only with the
Armenian section of the Retreat, I am led to wonder whether the
writer has not been, to some extent,led astray by just that familiarity
with 'the Armenian classics and the contemporiry Armenian lan-
guage' the want of which he deprecates in otlrers. 

-Place-names 
and

personal or titular names malr indeed, be of immense value in
historical researches, but it is just possible that they may, on occasion,
give rise to conjectures or speculalions that, followed with enthusiasm
by a _student overflowing with patriotic fervour, may-quite un-
consciously-btind him to unwelCome truths, or, at leasi, to th. value
of alternative and not impossible theories. The present writer has
never set foot in Armenia, nor has he even the sfightest acquaintance
with the Armenian language and literature. If, tr.veriheless, he

t p' ,58' All the above lines are air-li'es, or map-lines, and roughly measured-in
the circumstances it could har-dly be otherwise.

* 
2 

.'Th-e_itinerary of Xenophon's Retreat', by Arshak safrastian, in The ,{siatic
Ret'iewt Nelv Series, vol. xxx, October, r934.
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ventures, with the utmost diffidence, to enter the above cat:eat it is
solely because of the bewildering nature of the contradictions he
has met in'ith in the course of an attempt to get at the sinrple truth
as to the famous lo,ooo in the matter of their Retreat from the
Tigris to the Black Sea. In reading Mr. Safrastian's pages he has
felt, as it lvere, an almost perpetual undercurrent of quite uninten-
tional 'special pleading' induced in the first place by the author's
unique knowledge of his subject, but encouraged, it would seem, to
a dangerous degree by his patriotic feelings as an Armenian.

The present article stops short at the head-waters of the Murad-su;
the author's intention is to follow the Retreat as far as Trebizond.
He informs us, indeed, that the farther northward march, in rough
outline, is now ready. Meantime, all I can do is to summarize very
briefly the route already given from the Kentrites (Eastern Tigris)
to the Murad-su (Eastern Euphrates). There seems to be little
difference of opinion amongst scholars as to where the retreating
Greeks crossed the Kentrites (Bohtan-su), flowing in from the
north and east, at or about the point where, coming from the
west, the big river now takes a sharp bend to the south. The
Bohtan-su, by general agreement, was forded at Tillo or neigh-
bouring Mutit, and here the trouble begins! For, while Dr. Leh-
mann-Haupt circles widely to the west and north of Lake Van,
Mr. Safrastian does the very opposite, insisting that the Greeks norn'
had to take the line of the small river Keser-su (upstream), a two
days' journey to the I.{E., camping the second night probably at
Verkhnis and thence making a deep bend 'past the sources of the
Tigris', east and south, to reach Xenophon's Teleboas which he
identifies (by place- and personal names, the value of which I cannot,
of course, judge) with the river T'rpAt0nik (Khoshab-su) flowing
into Lake Van at its SE. corner, the lake (not mentioned by Xeno-
phon) being hidden entirely, meantime, by the mountains interven-
ing between it and the route of the r o,ooo. From where the Greeks
cross this Teleboas-Khoshab-su-T'rpAtirnik river at Norgiugh, some
z5 miles E. of Lake Van, the routJgoes NE. to Serai, N. 

-betu'een

Lower and Upper Khachan to where some way belorv Bayazid a
sharp westerly bend takes it over the Toparez pass, and so SW. to
near Oskik, where this section of Mr. Safrastian's article leaves it,
on or near one of the sources of the Murad-su.
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I must add that this author states positively that the so-called

'aimless wanderings' of the Greeks, totally denied by Lehmann-
Haupt, and others, not only took place but are fully accounted for
by Xenophon's text.

Route 3.  BoucsrR

In r935 I  t r ied the Br i t ish \ , Iuseum, the R.G.S.,  the Bodleian,
and the London Librarv in vain for \1. Boucher's book L'Anaiase
de Xinophon, Paris, rgi3. All I can do, therefore, is to offer for
ml' readers' consideration the follon'ing excerpt sent me by Dr.
I-,ehmann-Haupt from his revie,*, of El von Aoffmeister's burcl,
,Lrntenien, t.., pp. ro+-g, vol. rzo (New Series, vol. z4) of the
Historisclte Zeitscltrf t, Mtinchen und Berlin, 1919 (p. ro7):

.'It may be mentioned as a curiosity that M. Boucher like-
wise envisages a westward deviation, but he goes much too far
afield since he takes the r o,ooo Greeks from the sources of the
Murad-su near Karakilissa backwards in a SE. direction, by *
gigantic detour, over the Perso-Turkish frontier mountains to Khoi
and across the Araxes to Djulfa; thence by way of Erivan and
Dilidjan to Kars, and on to Hassan Kalah. fn so doing the Greeks
rvould have deviated to a quite incredible extent from what must
necessarilv have been the natural line of their Retreat.'

Nou', I am assuredly incompetent to take any part in a discussion
on the respective merits of this and other theories as to the famous
march. Who, if any one, is actually right, which routeif any of those
advocated is the most likely, I cannot say, I have hardly indeed even
a right to suggest. Yet, taking cover under the cloak of my own
ignorance, I will, greatly venturing, breathe a strong inclination to
follow my late lamented friend, Dr. Lehmann-Haupt.

Route 4. LruvawN-Haupr

This great authority on a1l things Armenian, in the third volume
(Band II, zweite Hdlfte, Berlin r93rt) of his work Armenien einst
und jetzt, which is now complete all but the Index, gives very
fully his conclusions as to the line of the Retreat from the Tigris
to Trebizond, these conclusions being of a most positive character

t Band I waspublished in rgro; Band II, erste H6lfte, in ry26.
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except in regard to the last stage of the journet', fron'r 'Gvmnias-

Baiburt' to Trebizond, which, as he frankly admits in a private lette r
to the present lvriter, he does not know himself. Those interested
will find in the above-mentioned volume detailed maps of the route
from 36" to 3 7"3o' (M*p I) and 37"3o'-+o' N. Latitude (\Iap II),
with, further, a diagram, brief but clear, giving the continuation of
the Retreat, as he conceives it, to Trebizond.

Starting, then, from a little above Mutit, where, according to this
authority, the Greeks crossed the Bohtan-su or E. Tigris, the line of
the Retreat makes a westerly bend wide of Lake Van through moun-
tainous country to Moush, then runs NE. by way of Melasgird, keep-
ing to the left bank of the Murad-su (SE. Euphrates)r to Karakilissa,
where that river is crossed. 'Ihence over the plain of Alashkert to
Kaghysman on the (Phasis) Araxes, the right or southern bank of
rvhiclr is kept to during a seven days' march (upstream, be it noted)
to the bridge of Kdpri-keui.

At Koshko, some z6 ktl.Ittltw. of Hassan-kalah, the route turns
north and a bit east up the valley of the Tortum river, along its left
bank to its junction with the Olti-tchai and, almost immediately, to
this latter river's junction with the Tchorok. The discrepancies
between the views of Dr. Lehmann-Haupt and the other writers
quoted are, here as elsewhere, remarkable, the former keeping from
this point to the right or southerly bank of the Tchorok (Xenophon's
Harpasus, as he believes) and taking the Greeks through Ispir to
Baiburt (his Gymnias). For the last lap over the Zigana pass in the
'Theches' range and with a north-easterly bend to the Euxine at
Trebizond, he professes no certainty.

The whole of the route from the Euphrates to Trebizond is given
by Dr. Lehmann-Haupt in his second volume, second part, chap.
xxx; but the arguments and observations by which his conclusions
were reached are scattered throughout the book.t

r The Index to ",{rmenien einst und jetzl not having yet appeared it will facilitate
reference, meantime, if I add here that in Band I, ch. xi, will be found a detailed
deter-mination of the point at which the Greeks crossed the Kentrites (Bohtan-su). In
Band I I, r, chapters xxv and xxviii, pp. 23o sq. and 37 6 sq. give the line of the Retreat
from Kunaxa to the land of the Kurds andpp. +31-7 the difficult march, west of
Lake Van, to the crossing of the Euphrates near Karakilissa. [N.8. After this note

was written I received from Dr. Lehmann-Haupt an early proof of his Index, but as
this may not in all cases reach the possessors of the book itself, I leave the note intact.]

r . l
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Suppr,punNTARy Nore.

T/te Parasang: Most writers on the ,4na&asis appear to have been
troubled by the fact that Xenophon gives his distances in the Persian
m€asure of the parasang or -f orsafrh (modern Persian), a measure
which has been regarded as a fixed and invariable distance. There
are many extant calculations lty different authorities, all endeavour-
ing to find out exactlv u'hat tiris distance is. The results of these
calculations nearl1, . i . . ' .1' ,  dif fer one frorn another, though the
amount is usuallV nnr f, ," i"^-. 1r to 4 rni les. Abercromfiy, fot
;;--pi.;, ^:i' i ' j",i,)i,)'.;;;i '*".'ry z5 miles, i.e. jr-rst about 3f
miles_ to theJarsakh. Bronevsky, a Russian writer of the early nine-
teenth centur)', puts it at 7 versts, say +g miles (for E. Daghestan),
an unusualiy long estimate. Khoudadoff, a recent traveller, takes
Xenophon's parasang at a constant rate of 6 kilometres: 3f miles;
and Lehmann-Haupt, in his recently published third volume
(Band If, zweite Haifte) of z{.rnenien einst und jetzt, makes it
5.95 kilometres, approximately the same.

- It seems hardly possible that the parasang can originally have
been a fixed geographical distance, but rathei the distance that can
be covered in a fixed tirne. Now, this distance would vary geo-
graphically according to the nature of the country and thl l,ocal
means of transport. In a flat country it would mean ihe distance that
could be covered in the usual time-unit by either a horse or a camel,
a mule or donkey, or a \\'agon; in a very hilly country, possibly,
the distance that would be 

-covered 
by r t"a"tt porter. Thus not

onlywould the distance covered in, say, an hour-differ greatly accord-
ing Jg the means of transport available, but it is quiti posiible that
in different parts of the Near East the unit of time iiself varied some-
what. Again, as all who have travelled in mountainous countries
know, the distance actually covered on the ground is very much
greater than the distance on the rnap between any two points,
while in flat, and particularly in deseit country, the differince is
slight.r The ground covered in reaching a point 4o miles off in
easy countr.I *igqt well be by road only 45 m1les, an easy two days'
march, while in bad mouniainous countiy the distante actuaily
. 

t E.g. 'the distance on the map across the St. Gotthard Pass from Gdschenen to Airolo
is about _r5f kilometres, while-by road it is zg kilometres'. Kindly worked out for
me by Mr. F. Allen, Map Curaior of the R.G.S.
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covered might be nearer Bo miles and the time occupied at least
three times as great. So, if the parawng be taken as 

^the 
distance

covered in :r certain time, there would be three tinres as many
betlveen the second pair of places as between the first pair.

No doubt the various calculated paranngs that *'e fir'rd in Babt'-
ionia and elsewhere were standardized parisangs representing fixcd
spatial distances-possibly the distances usually covered in the local
tirne-unit along the main roads leading out of the capital. T'hese
roads in Babylonia, which seems to be the country of origin of the
Itararang, were no doubt flat and straight, so the distance not un-
naturally works-out to 3+ miles or thereabouts, for in Babylon the
standard unit of time was the hour of frth of a day. But tLis stan-
dardized parasang could -hardly lpply in a maplesi age to journeys

1*ty from the.post-roads and far-from the capital; the brdinaiy
time-unit would be reverted to.

Incidentally yg also find the parasang descrrbed bv Arab geo-
graphers as a subdivision of a degree on the earth's surface. Mairun
(9th century) gives zzfi parasangs to a degree, El Idrisi ( r ztrr
century) gives 25, and others different figures. But this does not
help much, as to the Arabs the length of Jdegree was still a matrer
of conjecture.t

The Encyclopaedia oJ Islan says that this Jarsarth is 'a persian
measure of length equivalent to the distance covered in an hour by
e horse walking', and goes on to say that in Persia it was 6,ooo dhira
of I - 'o387metres each, i .e.6,232 merres ( t .  s.g mi les),  whereas the
Arab who borro',ved the measure made it out lt 3 Arabmiles: s,763
metres (t.s'6 miles). Abdul Kerim, who accompanied Nadir-Shah
on his return from India, says definitely that the Jarsarth is equir.a-
lent to an hour's march of a good camel, laden. curzon, patrick
Balfour, and other traveilers have noted the elasticity of thep arartlng.
Hoffmeister tells us that the distance from Resht to Kasvii (uphili)
was reckoned at a greater number of parasangs than the r*t-n. dirirn.e
on the return journey (downhill).

It rnay fairly be assumed, therefore, that in the nrost hotly disputed
part of Xenophon's m21gh-from Kopri-keui to Trebiiond-the
Parasat2g-distance between any tvio points lvould be irnmenseiy
increased by three factors in this, in paits, alrnost irnpossibly ,noun-

t Cf. the modern geographical or nautical mile : 6f, degree.
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tainous country, i.e. the slowness of the climbing (especially in
winter, when this part of the retreat took place), the detours that
must inevitably have been made, and the winding or zigzag nature
of the paths even where no rn'ide detours were called for.

Between thesetwo points Xenophon says the army actually covered
r7 5 Parasangs in 43 days-an average distance of about 4 parasangs
a day. Now, in such a country, to cover a map-line of 45o kilometres
-approximately the length on the map of the route suggested by
Lehrnann-Haupt bet\\'eeen these tn'o places-it rvould be necessary
to cover on the ground anything from half as much again to twice
as much, say a distance of 75o kilometres. This for 43 days march
is about 18 kilometres or tral miles a day-a very good average
marclr in such country-and would make his parasang average
zg miles, which must, surely, be nearer the truth in such a difficult
and precipitous terrain.

In these circumstances, to trace a much longer itinerary than that
given by Lehmann-Haupt seems to call for impossible distances for
an encumbered army to march, and to require considerably more
parasangs than Xenophon himself gives.
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APPENDIX D

THE DJARO-BIELOKANIS; ELISOU; SHEKKI
(AFTE,RWARDS NOUKHA), ft..

F{arpEo outby a glance at Map VIII (opposite page z4B) it is hoped
that these felv pages may do something towards answering the
troublesome questions that so frequently arise in connexion rnith
these people-their origin, their country, their feats of arms, their
nlany misdeeds, and ultimate fate. Eichrn'ald (Reise, &c. vol. i,pt. z,
,937, p. +22) tells us that 'Djhari is the richest and most powerful
of the five communities known coilectively under that nime, the
others being Bielokani, Taly, Mukhakh and Djinnikh'. Taly is
evidently the Telld of Sir William Jones, who speaks of 'the people
of Giar and Tell6' just as the Russians do, later, of those of 'D;aio-

Bielokani'. "Iheir numerous villages were inhabited by a ruling
class of Avars and other Daghestanis. Under these wete fhe descen-
dants of the former inhabitants, Georgians reduced to the condition
of serfs and forcibly converted to Islam, which considerable numbers
of them renounced for the faith of their fathers when at last they
came under Russian rule. These people were known as 'rngheloitsit.

Thirdly', or perhaps more correctly in between, came the tMugalis'
(Moguls), who were Tartars, Mussulmans of old standing, and, as
such, received on a footing of freedom though not of equafty. They
had filtered in from time to time, apparently, from the neighbouring
eountries, being descendants of invaders who had come frorn the
East with the Mongol hordes.

- The country, it will be seen, forms part of the southern fla'k
of the Main Chain, which here, as usually though not always, con-
stitutes the watershed-a ridge largely forested, averaging about
Io,ooo feet in height but with peaks up to r2,ooofeeiand more.
From this ridge numerous torrents flow down to rningle s'ith the
waters of the Alazan through deep, narrow, and ofteri excessivel),
rugged gorges, sometimes mere clefts in the rocks.

In such a country, with all Daghestan behind it as an ultimate
refuge, and aiways the fierce Avars ready to srvell their robber-
bands, it is not surprising that during the unhappy times when
Georgia, as so often, was rendered powerless by the-devastations of
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Mongol and Tartar, Arab, Turk, and Persian, the Diaro-Bielokanis
should have occupied a position of vantage such as made them
invincible in theii own hbmes, and rvellni[h irnpossible to guard
against in their quality of raiders. They had also another notable
advantage by reason of their alliance u'ith the semi-independent
Pashas of Akhaitsikh, that, namell', of a safe and permanent slave-
mart. Dubois de Montpdreux tel ls r-rs a harrowing story of the
sufferings of Gori during the reigns of t ire last Kings of Georgia
and even to u ' i th in  5 or  6  \ -ears of  h is  be ing there h imsel f  ( in  rB33) . '' I 'hev 

made of Gori a sort of half-u'a1' house, betu'een their rnoun-
tain 

-fastnesses 
and Akhaltsikh, u.here thev sold into slavery the

Georgians and others u,hose capture was their principal pursuit,
n,hose sale their main source of income, No wonder that in r 8o3
r,vhen the Russians stormed Bielokani the Georgian contingent,
e.xasperated by centuries of hideous outrage, slaughtered every
living being in the place-man, woman and child.'

The peace conditions after this victory had included the acknow-
ledgement by the Djaris of Russian suzerainty, but it was only in
r83o that the confederation as a political entity ceased to exist.'rhe 

successive defeats of Persia and Turkey bv Paskidvitch in i8z8
and r\zg, and the capture and incorporation of Al<haltsikh in
Georgian, therefore in i{ussian territory, had finally deprived these
turbulent people of al l  hope of outside support ot ir . .o,rr, but not
before they hed inflicted a se\rere defeat upon a Russian force under
General Strek6loff at Zakarali, they having been.stirred to rebellion
by l. ,anzad, afteri,vards second 'murici' Ir,:ram, Shamil's inrmecliate
predecessor.:

As we follow on south and east, inrmediately below the watershed
and between that and f irst the .+iazan, then t l ie Koura,1ve coine to
a small courltry whose last native niler l)aniel 'sultan of Elisou' after
long hesitat ion joined Sharnil  in r 844 but played the traitor again
in August r859 when f inal victory begari visiblt ,  to declare-for
Russia. He was warmly r,velconred ancl hanclro,rr.iy rewarded by

| tr/oyage, &c., vol. iii, p. r87.
2 A fuller account of the unspeakabie suffcrings of Georgia, especiaily Kakhetia,

beforeRussia put a stop to it, wil l bc found in zap. i iv. r, pp. zt6-7. 
-It 

wai the 'Greari

$hah Abbas I who let loose the flood of Daghestani robbers and'murderers upon the
Georgia he hirnself had already plundered arid largely ciepopulateri.

3  Co, tguet t rp.  257.
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Prince Bariit inr,k,y, but, on finding that the sultanate itself, r.r 'hich
straddled the \lain Chain so as to include the Tsoukhour (Tsakhour)
group of vil lages on the Upper Samour, u'ould not be restored to
him, retired in dudgeon to Turkey. Elisou \\-as then united
to the Djaro-Bieiokani territories to forrn the Zakatalski olrtrq
(district, part of an ohlast or province).'

Bet'ond this, again south and east, lay the once u'ell-knou.n
khanate of shekki, the town of that name, reduced now to a mere
village, being separated by one srnall ridge only from the iater
capital Noukh6 which gave a new rlam€ to the khanate.

.__A.cc91ding to Professor -N4inorsky (E. oJ 1.,art. 'Shekki') Ptolemy's'Kabala' and 'Alba'ian Gates' correspond to the 'Kabala' of laier
t]me1 and 'the_.passes which above if give access to the valley of
the samour (Khatchmaz and l(utkashin roads)'. Kabala, once the
largest city in the caucasus, is said by the same authority to have
stood at the confluence of the two branches of the Turiyan-tchai,
the next tributary of the Koura west of the Gheok-tchai. It u,as the
control of these passes that gave Shekki its importance through
the ages and brought it both good and evil. Tamerlane, in r 3 B?,
after taking Tiflis 'set up his winter quarters at l(abala and thince
waged a war of extermination against the Lesghis' (Brosset, Z.dd.,
p.. 39?. H9 was again in Shekki after his campaign (? rSqD againsr
the Karakalkanliks (Black Buckler men, i.e. ttie Pshavs, Khevso.trs,
and Goudamaqars, ibid., p. 3 8 8).

Nadir shah in rurn invaded shekki and traversed it many tirnes
in the course of his Daghestan campaigns, but failed, fin;lly, ro
subdue it.

By the Treaty of Gulistan in r8r3, Shekki (or No*kh6) *.as
ceded together with several other khanates, from Talish (s. of liaku)
to Derbend, by Persia to Russia. six years later, the last Khan died
heirless and Yerm6loff lost no time in seizing the capital and pro-
claiming the whole territory a Russian province.

t A notable feature of Elisou is the Kourmoukh torrent, which, startinq at a height
of r rrooo feet, f_ows down centrally through that country ro reach Kakhl3rccc feet)
with air average fall of over 4oo feet per mile, and tl ience the Alaz:in throtigh alothei
I5 miles or so of leyel country which it waters by manv char.rncls.


